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US will devote 1,800 troops to counterterror mission, officials say

Dunford: Afghan plan a transition
BY KAREN DEYOUNG

The Washington Post

BRUSSELS — President 
Barack Obama’s plan to re-

move all U.S. combat troops 
from Afghanistan by the 
end of 2016 “is not a zero 
option . . . not a withdrawal 
plan,” the commander of 
U.S. and international forc-

es there said Wednesday.
Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr. 

said the plan he expects to imple-
ment, following Obama’s announce-
ment last week, is a “transition” that 
bears no resemblance to the 2011 
U.S. withdrawal from Iraq. Under 
the plan, nearly 14,000 U.S., NATO 
and other international troops will 
remain in Afghanistan following 
the withdrawal of combat forces at 
the end of this year.

Components of that number, ac-
cording to a senior U.S. military of-
ficial, include 12,000 conventional 

forces made up of about 8,000 
from the United States and 4,000 
from NATO members and others 
who will train and advise Afghan 
security forces.

To reach Obama’s announced 
total of 9,800, the United States
will also deploy a counterterror-
ism force of about 1,800, accord-
ing to the official. The figures are
the first approximate breakdown
of the U.S. forces.
SEE TRANSITION ON PAGE 2

What’s 
next for 

Bergdahl?

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The man at the 
center of a raging controversy over his 
captivity and release by the Taliban in 
exchange for five of their own senior 
leaders likely isn’t fully aware of the tu-
mult he has caused.

Military officials and experts on the 
prisoner of war experience say Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl has been in a protective bubble 
since his May 31 release after five years 
of Taliban captivity. 

Bergdahl was exchanged for five senior 
Taliban prisoners who were transferred 
from the Guantanamo Bay detention 
facility to Qatar. He’s being evaluated 
at the military hospital in Landstuhl, 
Germany.

The Idaho native, 28, is being shielded 
from anger directed at him, as critics 
— including troops who served with him 

— charge him with deserting his base 
and endangering his comrades in arms, a 
number of whom were said to have been
killed or injured in subsequent searches. 
SEE RECOVERY ON PAGE 8

Hagel urges critics to wait until facts are known on Bergdahl | Page 8

PHOTOS BY VOICE OF JIHAD WEBSITE/AP

 The Taliban on Wednesday released a video showing the handover of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl to U.S. forces, touting the swap of the 
American soldier for five Taliban detainees from Guantanamo as a significant achievement for the insurgents. 

Soldier likely in protective 
bubble as he reintegrates
on the POW recovery plan

‘ When you have 
prolonged captivity 
— five years — someone 
is going to be a little bit 
like Rip Van Winkle. It’s 
a slice of your life that 
has been taken out. ’

Dr. Frank Ochberg
psychiatrist in the field of trauma recovery
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“We’re not betting on 
Dennis Rodman as 

our deterrent against 
a future North Korean 

(intercontinental ballistic 
missile) threat.”

— Adm. James Winnefeld, vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, commenting on a U.S.
initiative to deploy an advanced 

missile defense system
in South Korea 

See story on Page 86

Q U O T E
OF THE DAY

C O M I N G
TOMORROW

T O D A Y
IN STRIPES

TOP CLICKS
ON STRIPES.COM

1. New research links dust at Iraq’s 
Camp Victory to ill soldiers
2. Father of 1st US Afghanistan 
fatality blasts prisoner swap with 
Taliban
3. More US base consolidations on the 
way in Europe
4. The 3 other Americans being held 
in Afghanistan
5. Ex-Blue Angels commander found 
guilty of allowing sexual harassment

The most popular stories
on our website:

 American Roundup ............ 16
Business .......................... 26
Classified .................... 27-29
Comics ............................. 25
Crossword ........................ 25
Faces ............................... 12
Opinion ....................... 14-15
Sports .........................30-40
Weather ........................... 26

FROM FRONT PAGE

“The president’s decision” on 
overall troop strength “for us 
starts the detailed planning for 
the [counterterrorism] mission,” 
the military official said.

Obama said he would cut U.S. 
forces roughly in half at the end 
of 2015, to what the military of-
ficial said would be about 5,500. 
The official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
figures that have not yet been 
made public, said the breakdown 
between conventional and coun-
terterrorism forces will depend 
on conditions on the ground.

At the end of 2016, the only U.S. 
troops remaining will be a force 
of several hundred assigned to 
the U.S. Embassy in Kabul to 
handle defense sales and military 
education programs.

Dunford briefed NATO defense 
ministers’ meeting here as the al-
liance began to review transition 
plans that will be formalized at 
a “force generation” conference 
later this month and adopted by 
government leaders at NATO’s 
September summit in Wales.

The United States and its allies 
in Afghanistan have expressed 
confidence that Afghanistan’s 
new president, to be elected in a 
June 14 runoff, will sign the nec-
essary bilateral security agree-
ment and NATO status of forces 
accord to permit the post-2014 
deployments.

“Right now, I don’t have any 
concerns [about] getting to 
12,000” for the conventional 
force, said Dunford, who briefed 
a small group of reporters who 
traveled to the NATO conference 
with Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel.

Germany, Italy and Turkey 
each have indicated they will 
leave 600 to 800 troops in Af-
ghanistan next year, based re-
spectively in the northern city of 
Mazar-e Sharif, Herat in the west 
and Kabul. Those forces will be 
supplemented in each location by 
contributions from other NATO 
and non-NATO countries that 
have troops in the current inter-
national force under Dunford’s 
command in Afghanistan.

“We have not yet taken positions 

on the exact figures, but of course 
the United States announcement 
gives you an indication of the 
size of the future ... mission,” to 
be called Resolute Support, said 
NATO Secretary General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen.

“We haven’t yet taken a decision 
on the duration” of the mission, 
including after 2015, Rasmussen 
said. “Right now, we’ll concen-
trate on the establishment” of the 
mission, he said.

Rasmussen emphasized NATO’s 
ongoing commitment to provide 
annual financial support for Af-
ghanistan’s 352,000 combined 
military and police forces through 
2017. An initial commitment is for 
$4.1 billion a year — about half 
of it from the United States. Dun-
ford last year asked that the U.S. 
amount be increased by $600 mil-
lion to $800 million.

U.S. and NATO officials de-
scribed a Taliban force that has 
been greatly debilitated since the 
beginning of this year and point-
ed to the successful first round of 
Afghanistan’s presidential elec-
tion in April as a defeat for the 

militants. The top two vote-get-
ters are competing in next week’s 
runoff to succeed President
Hamid Karzai, who has refused
to sign the bilateral security and
status of forces agreements.

“In the wake of the election, for 
the first time ... the Taliban are
on the defensive in the informa-
tion space,” the senior military
official said. For 10 years, he said,
the Taliban has had two mes-
sages — that the United States 
was occupying their country and
ultimately would abandon it. In
the wake of the turnover of com-
bat operations to Afghan national 
forces over the past year, and 
Obama’s announcement for the
future, those messages have less 
resonance, the official said. The 
coalition has made clear, the of-
ficial said, that we “won’t fall off
the cliff at the end of 2014.”

Dunford described “friction”
within the Taliban and said that
although the militants are still 
carrying out lethal attacks against 
Afghan forces, “if you compare 
the political space of the Taliban,
it’s significantly reduced.”

MILITARY

 BY DAN BALZ AND SCOTT CLEMENT

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama 
has widespread support for his decision to 
withdraw U.S. forces from Afghanistan by the 
end of 2016, but a scandal at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs has united the country in 
its alarm about the problems, according to a 
new Washington Post-ABC News poll.

Overall, 46 percent of Americans approve of 
the job Obama is doing as president, up from 
41 percent in late April. Fifty-one percent say 
they disapprove. The 46 percent matches his 
approval ratings in late January and early 
March, which could mean the April finding 
was an anomaly. The major difference be-
tween now and the last survey is that a higher 
percentage of Democrats say they approve of 
his performance.

Obama’s Afghanistan announcement 
drew some criticism last week from Repub-
lican lawmakers, but more than three in four 
Americans say they back the timetable for 
withdrawal. Solid majorities of Democrats, 
Republicans and independents support the de-
cision, although Republicans are significantly 
less enthusiastic.

The VA scandal, in contrast, shows no par-

tisan differences and reflects public outrage 
over reports of long delays for treatment and 
falsification of records at some veterans’ fa-
cilities. The new poll finds a near-unanimous 
verdict, with 97 percent of Americans de-
scribing the problems as serious and 82 per-
cent calling them “very serious.”

The White House has scrambled to get on top 
of the situation and the public appears to put 
the responsibility for the problems elsewhere 
than on Obama. About four in 10 Americans 
say the president deserves significant blame 
for the problems that have mushroomed into 
a major debacle for his administration, while 
six in 10 say he deserves just some or none.

Partisan differences color the apportion-
ment of responsibility. About six in 10 Repub-
licans say Obama was principally to blame, 
while three in five independents and four in 
five Democrats say most of the blame should 
be placed elsewhere.

On Friday, Obama said he had accepted the 
resignation of VA Secretary Eric Shinseki as 
a succession of Democratic senators facing 
reelection, and others, demanded that the re-
tired general resign or be fired. The public 
strongly supports that move, with 65 percent 
saying that it was right for Shinseki to step 

down.
 With the House preparing for hearings by a

new select committee investigating the 2012
attacks on a U.S. diplomatic outpost in Beng-
hazi, Libya, the poll found public doubts about
the administration’s credibility. Almost six in
10 say the administration has tried to cover up
the facts of what happened, which is about the
same percentage who said so a year ago.

A bare majority (51 percent) say they sup-
port another congressional inquiry, with 42
percent saying the issue has been investi-
gated enough. Half say they disapprove of
how then-Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton handled the incident, with 37 percent 
approving.

 On Afghanistan, despite the overwhelm-
ing support for his troop-withdrawal plan, the
public is evenly divided over his performance,
with 45 percent approving and 45 percent
disapproving.

 The Post-ABC poll was conducted May 29 
to June 1 among a random national sample of 
1,002 adults, including users of conventional 
and cellular phones. Results from the full sur-
vey have a margin of error of plus or minus
3.5 percentage points. 

Movies

Seth
MacFarlane 

goes Western

Poll: Most support Afghan timetable

Transition: US sees hope in Afghan elections, weakened Taliban
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 BY CRAIG WHITLOCK

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —A former commander 
of the Navy’s elite Blue Angels flight dem-
onstration squadron has been reprimanded 
after an investigation found he repeatedly 
failed to stop sexual harassment and con-
doned pornography, homophobia and lech-
erous behavior in the workplace.

Capt. Gregory McWherter, who served 
as commander of the Blue Angels in two 
stints between 2008 and 2012, was found 
guilty after a disciplinary hearing Monday, 
the Navy announced. He was given a letter 
of reprimand that will most likely end his 
Navy career, officials said.

A 63-page investigative report released 
by the Navy found that McWherter toler-
ated and encouraged a sex-obsessed envi-
ronment in which Blue Angels pilots kept 
pornography in the cockpits of their jets 
and even painted a giant phallus on the roof 
of a trailer at their winter training home in 
El Centro, Calif.

The painting was rendered in blue and 
gold — the Blue Angels’ colors —and was 
so large that it was visible on satellite im-
agery available on Google Maps, accord-
ing to the report. It has since been painted 
over.

The investigation of McWherter’s Blue 
Angels command found a pattern of other 
unethical behavior more typical of an “Ani-
mal House” fraternity than one of the most 
respected units in the U.S. Navy.

Hazing used to be common, and new ar-
rivals were forced to wear “foam penis” 
hats. Pilots kept binoculars in their jets 
to ogle bikini-wearing women in air show 
crowds. Crew members for a time were al-
lowed to buy custom-made Breitling watch-
es at a cut-rate price of $500 — a fraction of 
their retail cost. The report didn’t specify 

who supplied the watches.
McWherter, whose pilot call sign was 

“Stiffy,” formerly had a cherished repu-
tation in the Navy. A graduate of its “Top 
Gun” fighter-pilot school, he was brought 
back as Blue Angels commander in 2011 to 
restore order and morale in the unit after it 
was temporarily grounded for performing 
a dangerous stunt during an air show.

He also served as president of the Tail-
hook Association, the nonprofit fraternity 
of Navy aviators, until the investigation 
prompted him to resign last month.

The Navy’s investigative report was un-
sparing in criticizing his leadership after it 
found repeated evidence of raunchy lock-
er-room antics.

“This Commanding Officer witnessed, 
accepted, and encouraged behavior that, 
while juvenile and sophomoric in the be-
ginning, ultimately and in the aggregate, 
became destructive, toxic, and hostile,” 
Adm. Harry Harris Jr., commander of 
the Navy’s Pacific Fleet, wrote. “He failed 
himself, faile d those that he led, failed the 
Blue Angels, and failed the Navy.”

McWherter declined to comment 
through a Navy spokesman. He was re-
lieved of command in April from his job as 
executive officer of Naval Base Coronado 
near San Diego and was temporarily reas-
signed to other duties pending the outcome 
of the investigation.

The Blue Angels perform thrilling ma-
neuvers at air shows across the country 
and have iconic status in the Navy, for 
which they are a key recruiting tool.

The Navy opened its investigation in 
March after receiving a complaint from a 
former member of the Blue Angels, alleg-
ing sexual harassment and other problems 
under McWherter’s watch.

The report redacted the name of the 

complainant. No female pilot has ever 
flown as a member of the Blue Angels, al-
though the team has had numerous women 
serve in support roles.

According to the investigation, some 
Blue Angels never expected that to change. 
In 2010, a lieutenant commander told a 
reporter for a Pensacola, Fla., television 
station — in a conversation that was not 
broadcast — that the reason there were no 
female Blue Angels pilots was that “women 
want to have babies.”

Other pilots laughed. The complain-
ant cited the remark, along with similar 
jokes and comments, as evidence of sex 
discrimination.

The investigation found relatively few 
problems during McWherter’s first stint 
as commander but said he encouraged a 
“sexually charged” workplace from 2011 
to 2012.

For example, the Blue Angels set up a 

messaging group on their smart phones
in which they swapped pornography — es-
pecially pictures of male genitalia — and
engaged in “vulgar, homophobic” chats,” 
according to the report.

When one team member complained
about pornography kept in cockpits, Mc-
Wherter replied that it was “appropriate
because it reflected a special trust shared
between the pilot” and the crew.

The report said McWherter grudgingly 
ordered an end to the practice after some-
one filed an anonymous complaint with the
commander of Naval Air Station Pensaco-
la, home of the Blue Angels.

The report states that five other mem-
bers of the Blue Angels squadron were in-
vestigated. A Navy spokesman said some
former Blue Angels personnel received
“formal written counseling” as a “non-pu-
nitive measure” but declined to say how 
many. 

 BY ESTHER ROBARDS-FORBES

Austin American-Statesman

AUSTIN, Texas — Sgt. 1st 
Class Gregory McQueen knew 
the female soldier, then a 20-year-
old private second class, had been 
sexually assaulted while training 
at a different Army post. As a low-
level coordinator in Fort Hood’s 
sexual assault and harassment 
program — and one of her com-
manders — it was McQueen’s job 
to prevent this type of thing from 
happening again.

Instead, the woman testified 
Tuesday, McQueen and another 
female soldier invited her to a 
home for drinks last year and 
tried to recruit her into a prostitu-
tion ring at Fort Hood, telling her 
that she could make “$400 to $500 
a night.” When the other soldier 
left the room, the woman said, 
McQueen kissed and touched her 

until she pushed him away.
“I was getting really nervous, 

getting really angry, but knowing 
that I can’t 
fight a ser-
geant,” said 
the woman, 
testifying in 
a case that 
has focused 
national at-
tention on 
the issue of 
military sex-
ual assault.

An Article 
32 hearing 
 began Tuesday for McQueen. 
Prosecutors said McQueen ran 
a prostitution ring at Fort Hood 
for a month or two that took ad-
vantage of cash-strapped female 
soldiers and connected them with 
higher-ranking officers.

He faces charges of pander-
ing, conspiracy, maltreatment 

of a subordinate, abusive sexual 
contact, adultery and detrimental 
conduct.

The charges against McQueen 
and another sergeant convicted 
last year in the Fort Hood case 
helped spur a push to revamp 
the military’s rules on prosecut-
ing sexual assault cases. Earlier 
this year, the U.S. Senate consid-
ered — then blocked — a bill that 
would have taken the prosecution 
of sexual assault cases out of the 
military chain of command.

 The woman who testified 
Tuesday said she refused to join 
the prostitution ring and tried to 
forget that the incident had ever 
happened.

“I tried to block it out,” she 
said.

Another woman — a private 
first class who had tried to recruit 
that female soldier with McQueen 
— told the court that McQueen 

drew her into the prostitution 
ring after she told him that she 
was having financial difficulties. 
Her husband had left her and her 
3-year-old son and had cleaned 
out their bank account. She was 
20 when McQueen approached 
her in February 2013, she said.

McQueen told her there were 
other ways to make money and 
arranged to meet her at her on-
base home that night, she said. 
He told her that he could connect 
her with higher-ranking officers 
who were willing to pay to have 
sex with her.

McQueen then asked her to 
“act out what (she) would do,” and 
he had sex with her, she said. He 
took a picture of her while she was 
undressed. The woman told the 
court that McQueen would show 
the picture to other servicemem-
bers to see if they were interested 
in paying her for sex.

The private told the court that
she met with Master Sgt. Brad
Grimes at a La Quinta Inn in 
Killeen in 2013. Grimes was found 
guilty in a December court-mar-
tial of conspiring to patronize a 
prostitute and solicitation to com-
mit adultery. He was demoted to
sergeant first class and received
a letter of reprimand.

Three noncommissioned offi-
cers in McQueen’s battalion tes-
tified that he approached them 
and mentioned that he knew a
woman who would have sex for
money. Two of them said Mc-
Queen showed them pictures of
the woman, sometimes in provoc-
ative poses.

“He said that he had a female
that was willing to do anything I 
wanted for $75,” a master sergeant
told the court. The man said he
was concerned by the exchange
and told a superior officer. 

MILITARY

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

 Capt. Greg McWherter, left, then-commanding officer of the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels 
demonstration squadron,  signs autographs at the NAS Jax Air Show in Jacksonville, 
Fla., in 2010. The Navy gave McWherter a letter of reprimand on Tuesday, accusing 
him of allowing sexual harassment in the workplace. 

Former Blue Angels 
captain reprimanded

Hearing begins for sergeant accused of prostitution ring

Scathing report cites porn in cockpit, lewd 
painting and ‘destructive, toxic’ behavior

McQueen
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For more coverage of the 70th
anniversary of D-Day including
photos, visitor information, an
interactive map and videos go to
stripes.com/normandy

D-DAY REMEMBERED

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, 
Germany

At first, it wasn’t the flak 
that scared Julian Rice. 
It was the fog.

It was just after mid-
night on June 6, 1944, and the 
young Army Air Corps officer 
was at the controls of one of 822 
cargo planes packed with more 
than 13,000 paratroop s for an air-
borne assault that would set the 
stage for the beach landings at 
Normandy.

Rice could see anti-aircraft 
tracers rising up in the distance, 
far enough away not to be an im-
mediate concern, he said. The 
low-lying bank of fog blanketing 
the Normandy coast was another 
thing.

The planes were wing-to-wing, 
relying on sight to stay in forma-
tion. As soon as they got into the 
fog, “everything went black,” 
Rice said.

In the belly of another plane, 
1st Lt. Bill Sefton of the 101st Air-
borne Division’s 501st Parachute 
Infantry Regiment was waiting 
for the signal to jump. He peered 
from the door of his C-47 at the 
ground below and saw fires burn-
ing. He yelled back to the men in 
the cargo bay, “Hey we’re in great 
shape. The Air Force has bombed 
the hell out of things.”

“A few minutes later, I began 
to realize those weren’t houses 
burning,” Sefton said. “Those 
were our airplanes.”

Friday marks the 70th anniver-
sary of that frightening day, when 
160,000 Allied troops landed on 
the coast of Normandy, most of 
them by sea, in an audacious as-
sault that would lead to the fall of 
Nazi Germany. There were thou-
sands of singular acts of bravery 
that day, and more than 4,400 
Allied troops are known to have 
perished in the invasion.

 As Allies gather this week to 
commemorate the biggest mili-
tary invasion in history, the num-
ber of veterans left to tell their 
stories shrinks by the day. 

“The invasion was just a part 
of it,” Rice said. “Of course, the 
next day you’re in carrying sup-
plies to the men that you dropped. 
And then the day after that it was 
a workaday program of going in 
and supplying ammunition, med-
ical supplies, food … and evacuat-
ing wounded.”

Sefton, an intelligence officer, 
dodged death twice in the open-
ing days of Operation Overlord, 
as the invasion was named. His 
unit was scattered in the airborne 
assault. Ad-hoc units formed of 
men who stumbled across each 
other in the darkness. 

“Seems like every 30 feet I’d 
find somebody else, and everyone 
of them had the same question, 
‘What’s your plan?’ ” Sefton said. 
He told them, “Follow me.”

A mortar shell fell between 
him and two other men as they 
strategized in the dark. Sefton 
was knocked down, but unhurt. A 
day later, as he and three scouts 
searched for the rest of the unit, 
rounds from a German machine 
gun snapped by his face. He 
jumped into a pond to keep from 
getting gunned down. He hit the 
bottom and realized he didn’t 
have any air in his lungs.

“So I jumped up to the sur-
face to get a big gulp of air, and 
as I went down the machine gun 
bursts went right across the top of 
my helmet.”

He made it out with the help of 
one of the scouts, Joe Newman.  

“You know, this story could go 
on — does go on — forever,” Sef-
ton said.

Two weeks later, Pvt. Wayne 
Kunkel came ashore at Omaha 
Beach with the 83rd Infantry 
Division. His outfit replaced ele-
ments of the 101st Airborne Di-
vision outside Carentan. Kunkel 
and a small band of infantrymen 
hunkered down behind a hedge-
row 300 yards from the German 
front line in a forward observa-
tion post.

Normandy’s many hedgerows 
were obstacles the Americans 
had underestimated, giving cover 
and concealment to the Germans 
and stalling the Allied advance.

When the battle to break out 
of the hedgerows near Carentan 
kicked off on July 4, 1944, Kun-
kel was at the spearhead. After 
advancing about 25 yards into a 
farm field, he was pinned down 
for hours. He looked over to see 
one of his buddies with a bullet 
hole in his forehead.

“It was murder row,” Kunkel 
said. His company  started out 
with more than 200 men. “At the 
end of the day, only 40 of us were 
left.”

Kunkel was wounded in the 
fight. After getting patched up, he 
went right back to it. 

“I ended up being back in the 
first aid station at midnight on 
July 6,” he said. “I was appar-
ently knocked unconscious, be-
cause I have no memory of how I 
got there or anything. And I have 
very little memory of my fighting 
in those couple days,” he said.

Kunkel’s fighting days were 
over. The war went on.

On to Mortain
By early August, the Ameri-

cans had broken out of the hedge-
rows and the 1st Infantry Division 
joined Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s 
Third Army as it swept into 
Brittany.

The 30th Infantry Division 
relieved the 1st Infantry at Mor-
tain, more than 50 miles south of 
Omaha, the bloodiest of the five 
invasion beaches.

When 1st Lt. Frank Towers 
landed at Omaha with the 30th on 
June 12, “we saw what virtually 

had happened in the preceding 
days, with ships being sunk along 
the coastline,” Towers said. “They 
had deceased bodies stacked up 
there ready to take back to Eng-
land for burial,” and wounded 
men waiting to be evacuated on 
those same ships.

The 30th Division’s seminal 
battle would come at Mortain.

Within hours of the 30th set-
tling in there, the Germans 
launched their Normandy coun-
ter offensive, reclaimed Mortain 
and surrounded a battalion of the 
30th Division atop a hill outside 
the city.

Towers and his platoon were 
west of the hill lobbing mortars 
into the fight. German tanks 
came within a few hundred yards 
of his position, fighting in vain to 
cut through the American lines. 
A week after recapturing Mor-
tain, the Germans lost it again.

“From that point on the Ger-
mans were on the downhill side, 
heading back to Germany,” Tow-
ers said. “And we were chasing 
them just as fast as we could go.”

Two weeks later, Paris was lib-
erated. By the end of August, the 
Germans had retreated to east-
ern France, Belgium, the Nether-
lands and over their own border.

Hoping to bring a quick end 
to the war, the Allies in mid-
September launched Operation 
Market Garden. In a mission as 
bold as D-Day, more than 40,000 
airborne troops landed behind 
German lines while two regular 
infantry divisions, an armored 
division and an armored brigade 
assaulted the front.

Sefton dropped into Veghel, 
Netherlands, with the 501st to 

capture key bridges, and landed 
in a farmer’s yard. The farmer 
came out and offered him apples. 
It’s a memory that still brings a 
smile to his face.

“Everywhere we went people 
were trying to give us apples, be-
cause that’s all they had to give 
us,” Sefton said. 

War’s costliest battle
 With the Allies pushing into 

their homeland, the Germans 
were growing increasingly fear-
ful of losing. In mid-December, 
they launched a major counterat-
tack that would come to be known 
as the Battle of the Bulge. The 
German plan was to split and en-
circle the Allied armies and force 
them to negotiate a peace treaty. 
The Allies, while surprised by the 
attack, managed to hold.

That was Sefton’s third jump 
into combat — this time from the 
back of a truck into the Belgian 
town of Bastogne, which the 101st 
held despite being encircled by 
German armor.

“That’s where the expression 
originated, ‘They’ve got us sur-
rounded, the poor bastards,’ ” 
Sefton said.

The siege of Bastogne is a well-
told chapter of the battle. But hun-
dreds of thousands of other troops 
also fought to keep the Germans 
from achieving their goal.  

Towers and the 30th Division 
scrambled to Malmedy, Belgium, 
to stop the Germans from break-
ing through Allied lines. 

“That killed two months right 
there for us,” Towers said.

The battle was the costliest of 
the war for the U.S., which suf-

fered some 19,000 dead in six 
weeks of combat.

But by late January, the Ger-
man offensive had failed and the
Allies pushed over the Rhine. The
30th moved into the Ruhr Valley, a
major German industrial region,
and captured the city of Bruns-
wick before moving onto Magde-
burg, which fell in mid-April. 

There, at the west bank of the 
Elbe River, the 30th stopped. 

“That had been politically de-
signed as the borderline between
us and the Russians,” Towers
said. “So we had to sit there and 
wait for them to come and move 
up in front of us.”

The 101st readied to drop into 
prison camps to prevent the Ger-
mans from slaughtering captives.

On May 8, 1945, the Germans 
signed their surrender.

“It was a big relief in a way,”
Towers said. “But in another
sense it was not, because the 30th
Division almost immediately had
been prioritized to return to the 
States and go to the Pacific and
to finish fighting the war down
there.”

 But the war in the Pacific 
ended before  Towers had to de-
ploy there. Like hundreds of
thousands of American men and
women deployed to the war, they 
returned to the U.S. to resume 
their normal lives.

Known as “The Greatest Gen-
eration,” many didn’t talk much
about their experiences. With
time distancing the modern world
from the war, some are now open-
ing up with stories they say they 
couldn’t forget, even if they want-
ed to. 

Rice is back in Europe this 
week with one of his  flying bud-
dies from World War II, the 
90-year-old Bill “Billy the Kid”
Prindible. Rice said he got clo-
sure on the years he spent flying 
in the war years ago.

“I think a lot of us didn’t want
to talk about it over the years.
You know, we kind of wanted to 
forget,” Rice said. “But you can’t
forget. It’s there in the back of 
your mind.”
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

 MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

‘The invasion was just a part of it’
WWII vets detail the challenges that followed the famous landings at Normandy

‘ I think a lot of us didn’t want to talk about 
it over the years. You know, we kind of 
wanted to forget. But you can’t forget. It’s 
there in the back of your mind. ’

Bud Rice
World War II C-47  pilot with the 37th Troop Carrier Squadron



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 5Thursday, June 5, 2014

VA SCANDAL

BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Senate Republi-
cans led by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
on Tuesday unveiled their plan to repair 
the troubled Department of Veterans Af-
fairs health care system by weeding out 
wrongdoing and expanding access to pri-
vate care.

The bill allows veterans to choose a 
private provider if they live far from VA 
facilities or have difficulty getting timely 
care. It also gives the VA secretary more 
leeway to fire senior executives and forc-
es the department to set new punishments 
for employees who falsify records, accord-
ing to McCain and co-sponsors Sens. Tom 
Coburn, R-Okla., Richard Burr, R-N.C., 
and Jeff Flake, R-Ariz.

The Republicans floated the legislation 
just a day after Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
who caucuses with the Democrats, filed a 
wide-ranging VA reform bill that would 
also provide wider access to private care 
and more authority for the VA secretary 
to remove incompetent executives.

“Unlike Sen. Sanders’ bill, this ad-
dresses the root cause of the current VA 
scandal,” which is long waiting times for 
patients to receive care, and employee 
wrongdoing, McCain said.

The senators claimed their bill is more 
focused than Sanders’ legislation, which 
also covers physician hiring, facility 
leases, scholarships, software upgrades, 
cost-of-living assistance adjustments for 
servicemembers, tuition assistance and a 
raft of other issues.

Congress has been grappling with how 
to fix the VA health care system after a 
whistleblower revealed that off-the-books 
wait lists at a Phoenix hospital might be 
linked to the deaths of 40 veterans. A 
VA inspector general report last week 
found the potentially dangerous patient 
scheduling abuses were systemic in the 
department.

The Republicans said their bill would 
reduce waiting times for care by giving 
veterans an access card that could be 
used at a provider of their choice if they 
live more than 40 miles from a VA hospi-
tal or clinic, or the VA cannot provide an 
appointment within two weeks, its stated 
standard.

Also, the bill closely follows legislation 
passed in the House last month giving 
the VA secretary power to fire or demote 
senior executives without going through 
the usual administrative process, which 
requires any actions to be based on for-
mal performance reviews, according to a 
summary of the bill supplied by McCain’s 
office. 

The House bill, sponsored by Rep. Jeff 
Miller, R-Fla., was passed overwhelming-
ly with bipartisan support.

The department would also be required 
to create a new policy outlining punish-
ments including civil penalties, unpaid 
suspensions and termination for VA em-
ployees who falsify records related to pa-
tient wait times and health care quality.

The IG investigation in Phoenix dis-
covered that 1,700 veterans — 54 percent 
— seeking primary care were left off of-
ficial electronic waiting lists until short-
ly before they could be seen by medical 
staff, which created the appearance the 
hospital was meeting VA goals for shorter 
wait times. 

In a small sample of veterans, 84 per-
cent waited on average 115 days for their 
first primary care appointment.

It was unclear Tuesday how the Re-
publicans’ and Sanders’ bills would be 
reconciled.

“We’re willing to listen to debate and 
amendments, and if (Senate Majority 
Leader) Harry Reid will agree to that, 

I think we could get a veterans’ health 
choice bill through this Senate in a week,” 
McCain said.

Sanders’ office said the senator had 
been considering a new trimmed down
bill even before the GOP press conference
Tuesday.

The new bill might focus primarily on
new powers for the VA secretary to fire 
and demote senior executives but could
also include some other popular mea-
sures that are not yet decided, a spokes-
man said.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., proposed a
bill in the Senate last month that focused 
on eliminating what lawmakers feel is an
entrenched and poorly performing VA
bureaucracy by giving the VA secretary
more power to fire executives, who are
part of a special class of federal employ-
ees with specific rules on how they can be
let go or demoted.

But his attempt at a floor vote was
blocked by Sanders, who said the issue
needed more discussion.

On Tuesday, Rubio again urged Reid,
D-Nev., to allow a vote on his reform bill,
which he said is backed by 10 Democrats 
in the chamber.

“Their backing means there is cur-
rently a strong bipartisan support for this 
legislation,” Rubio said in a released state-
ment, “which would bring accountability 
to VA and empower the leadership therein
to make the same hiring and firing deci-
sions you enjoy as a United States senator
with your own staff.”
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The White 
House has approached the Cleve-
land Clinic’s chief executive, 
Delos “Toby” Cosgrove, a doc-
tor and Vietnam War veteran, 
about heading the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, according to 
an individual familiar with the 
discussions.

No final decision has been 
made, according to this individ-
ual, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because the White 
House has yet to formally nomi-
nate Cosgrove.

After coming under criticism 
for weeks over the VA’s inabil-
ity to meet the health needs of 
veterans — some of whom had 
to endure long waits for appoint-
ments — and alleged efforts by 
lower-level employees to cover up 
the problems, VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki resigned Friday. The 
agency is being run by his deputy, 
acting secretary Sloan Gibson.

White House officials declined 
to comment Tuesday evening.

Eileen Sheil, a spokeswoman 
for the clinic, would neither con-
firm nor deny that the adminis-
tration had asked Cosgrove, nor 
discuss whether he would accept 
the job.

The Cleveland Clinic ranks 

as one of the country’s most re-
nowned medical centers and has 
won plaudits for the quality of its 
services and its responsiveness to 
patients’ needs. The clinic, which 
Cosgrove has led since 2004, has 
a policy of offering same-day ap-
pointments to anyone who calls.

 One of the Cleveland Clinic’s 
doctors, Michael Roizen, wrote 
an online piece in U.S. News and 
World Report two weeks ago sug-
gesting Cosgrove was uniquely 
positioned to help address VA’s 
current crisis. While he blamed 
Congress for helping fuel VA’s 
predicament by failing to budget 
enough funds, he said smart man-
agement could also help right the 
agency.

“Still, I do know how to solve 
the problem,” he wrote. “Just get 
Toby Cosgrove to lead the VA. 
(And those of us at the Cleveland 
Clinic hope he doesn’t accept.)”

Obama visited the Cleveland 
Clinic in 2009, when he was work-
ing with Democrats to pass the 
Affordable Care Act, and he iden-
tified it as a model for the nation’s 
health-care system. Cosgrove, 
a heart surgeon, also visited the 
White House a few years ago to 
discuss the law with the president 
as part of a small group of health-
care industry officials.  

Senate GOP unveil plan to overhaul VA
Measure would allow veterans greater choice in seeking health care from providers outside troubled system

McCainBurr Coburn Flake

CEO of Cleveland Clinic 
approached about VA job
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BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S. Forces Korea commander 
says he supports deployment of an 
advanced missile defense system 
to the peninsula in response to 
the threat posed by North Korea, 
according to media reports.

“There was consideration 
being taken in order to consider 
THAAD being deployed here 
in Korea,” Gen. Curtis Scapar-
rotti told a defense forum hosted 
Tuesday by the state-sponsored 
Korea Institute for Defense Anal-
yses. “It is a U.S. initiative, and 
in fact, I recommended it as the 
commander.”

The Terminal High-Altitude 
Area Defense system can shoot 
down short-, medium- and inter-
mediate-range ballistic missiles 
with a “hit-to-kill” approach, ac-
cording the Department of De-
fense. Interceptors rely on the 
kinetic energy of the impact to 
destroy the incoming missile.

“The THAAD system provides 
a greater sensory array, better 
awareness of the threats and adds 
to the interoperability of all our 
systems,” Scaparrotti was quoted 

as saying by Yonhap News.
He said discussions about 

THAAD are “in a very initial 
stage” and will include close 
consultations with South Korea. 
A USFK spokesperson said by 
email Wednesday that neither 
side has made a final decision 
about permanently stationing a 
THAAD unit on the peninsula, or 
whether South Korea might ac-
quire its own THAAD battery.

Last week, Adm. James Win-
nefeld, vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, announced in 
Washington that the U.S. has con-
ducted a survey in South Korea 
for possible THAAD sites. 

He said Pyongyang, followed 
by Iran, are the chief threats to 
the U.S. because of their missile 
programs, according to a DOD 
statement. While the U.S. has not 
seen the North test a missile ca-
pable of reaching the mainland 
U.S., that development could hap-
pen suddenly, he said. 

“We’re not betting on Dennis 
Rodman as our deterrent against 
a future North Korean (intercon-
tinental ballistic missile) threat,” 
he said, referencing the former 
basketball star’s trips to the coun-
try and friendship with its leader, 

Kim Jong Un.
Many in South Korea worry 

about China seeing the system 
as a threat and believe the U.S. 
is pressuring Seoul to take part 
in a regional missile defense sys-
tem that includes Japan. Histori-
cal grievances between the two 
key U.S. allies and South Korean 
wariness over Tokyo’s push for 
a stronger role for its military 
remain sources of tension in the 
region. 

Kim Min-seok, spokesman 
for the Ministry of National De-
fense, said Wednesday that South 
Korea has not received a request 
from the U.S. to deploy a THAAD 
system, nor does Seoul have any 
plans to buy its own.

Addressing concerns that 
China would see THAAD as a 
threat, Kim said the system’s 
interception range would cover 
only the Korean Peninsula.

“China seems to be overreact-
ing to this, even though there’s 
no reason to feel conflicted,” he 
said.

A THAAD system was sent to 
Guam last year.
Stars and Stripes’ Yoo Kyong Chang 
contributed to this story. 
rowland.ashley@stripes.com

PACIFIC

MISSILE DEFENSE AGENCY/DOD

 A missile is test-fired from a Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
 element . The top U.S. military commander in South Korea says he 
would support the deployment of the missile defense system to 
Korea to defend against any possible North Korean attack.

Top US general backs new 
missile defense in South Korea
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Stars and Stripes

The command master chief 
of an F/A-18E Super Hornet 
squadron based at Naval Air Sta-
tion Lemoore, Calif ., has been 
relieved of his duties following 
Captain’s Mast, a Navy statement 
said Tuesday.

Master Chief Petty Officer 

James K. Shumate was found 
guilty by Cmdr. Ian Burgoon, 
the commanding officer of Strike 
Fighter Squadron (VFA) 86, of 
violating two counts of Article 92 
of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice and also was given a letter 
of reprimand Monday.

Article 92 is failure to obey an 

order or regulation. It is unknown 
what order or regulation Shumate 
failed to obey.

The nonjudicial punishment 
followed an investigation into al-
legations of the master chief’s 
personal conduct while the squad-
ron was training at Naval Air Sta-
tion Fallon, Nev ., during the week 

of May 19. Shumate was tempo-
rarily reassigned to the staff of 
Commander, Strike Fighter Wing 
Pacific at Naval Air Station Lem-
oore on May 28, based on the ini-
tial findings of the investigation.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Todd 
King is acting as VFA-86’s com-
mand master chief. 

BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

 RAF LAKENHEATH, England — A 
military judge on Wednesday dismissed 
charges of rape and sodomy against an 
Air Force top enlisted leader, citing a 
loss of confidence in the prosecution.

In addition to the rape and sodomy 
charges, Chief Master Sgt. Roy A. 
Bowser Jr. also faced charges of obtain-
ing sex by threat of force or death and 
shoving an alleged victim.

The judge, Lt. Col. Christopher 
Leavey, dismissed the case after it was 
determined that prosecution had known 
about two witnesses who could chal-
lenge the credibility of the victim, but 
had not released the information to the 
defense until this week. 

This new evidence was turned over 
only after the prosecution had been or-

dered to review their records for fail-
ing to provide other materials to the 
defense.

After the most recent omission was 
revealed, Leavey sought to review the 
prosecution’s evidence to make certain 
they did not have any other evidence that 
should be turned over to the defense. 

The prosecution objected and sought 
a delay to appeal, but the defense ar-
gued another delay of the trial could 
harm Bowser’s career and would hurt 
him financially since he hired a civilian 
attorney.

Rather than delay a court-martial 
that has been in the making since last 
year, Leavey dismissed the case.

“The government is now inhibiting 
the court from ensuring a fair trial,” he 
said.

The prosecution now has a 72-hour 

window to appeal the dismissal. 
If their appeal is not successful, the 

government cannot prosecute the Lak-
enheath-based airman again for these 
charges.

Andrew Cherkasky, the lead defense 
counsel, said after the court-martial 
that this was a complex case and ques-
tioned whether the military was able 
to effectively prosecute these kinds of 
sexual assault cases.

“We wish that we’d had the opportu-
nity to clear his name and acquit him 
under the facts, but under the circum-
stances … this was the only just out-
come and we’re looking forward to him 
continuing his Air Force career and 
doing great things,” Cherkasky said.

mathis.adam@stripes.com
Twitter: @AMathisStripes

Residents push Atsugi aircraft ban
 YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Residents liv-

ing near Naval Air Facility Atsugi are pressing 
on with legal efforts to ban U.S. aircraft from the
base.

Last month, a Yokohama District Court ruled
that the Japanese government must pay $70 mil-
lion to residents near the base as compensation
for aircraft noise.

The court also barred Japan Self-Defense Forc-
es aircraft from flying between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
in a ruling thought to be the first time such a ban
has been imposed at the district court level.

However, the court threw out an argument
made by lawyers for the case’s 7,054 plaintiffs to
ban U.S. military night operations at Atsugi.

The Japanese government has appealed the
ruling, which was challenged by the plaintiffs in
their own appeal Tuesday, according to Kyodo 
News.

“U.S. military plane flights must be suspended 
to prevent noise,” according to lawyers for the
plaintiffs, quoted in the Kyodo report. The case 
will now go to the Tokyo High Court, the report
said. 
From staff reports

 James K. Shumate

Fighter squadron’s top NCO relieved of duty

Military judge dismisses rape, sodomy charges
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany — 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
on Wednesday cast doubt on the 
idea that several U.S. soldiers 
were killed in connection with 
past attempts to rescue Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, urging critics of the 
decision to swap the soldier in 
exchange for five Taliban to sus-
pend judgment until more details 
are known.

“I do not know of specific cir-
cumstances or details of U.S. sol-
diers dying as a result of efforts 
to find and rescue Sgt. Bergdahl,” 
Hagel told reporters after meet-
ing with fellow defense ministers 
at NATO headquarters in Brus-
sels. “I am not aware of those 
specific details or any facts re-
garding that issue.”

Since the release of Bergdahl, 
who went missing in 2009 while 
serving with the 25th Infantry 
Division in southeastern Afghan-
istan, there has been a firestorm 
of criticism directed at the soldier 
and the Obama administration’s 
efforts to win his release. 

Members of the soldier’s for-
mer unit have  come forward with 
accusations that Bergdahl left 
his post in Afghanistan and that 
soldiers were killed and wounded 
 trying to locate a deserter, or as 
a result of operational changes 
resulting from the search. The 
White House also has taken con-
siderable criticism from both 
sides of the aisle in Congress, 
where there is concern  that the 
release of senior Taliban figures 
sets a dangerous precedent. In an 
essay in the Daily Beast, a former 
soldier in Bergdahl’s battalion, 
Nathan Bradley Bethea, said two 
soldiers were killed soon after the 
disappearance during an attack 
on an outpost likely spurred by 
Taliban assumptions that the mil-
itary would be off guard because 
of the search. Six others died on 
reconnaissance missions and pa-
trols connected to the search, he 
said.

How closely Bergdahl’s dis-
appearance  can be tied to the 
deaths in the months after Berg-
dahl walked off his remote base 
in Paktika province appears to be 
an open question that the Penta-
gon will contend with in coming 
months.

A former senior military offi-
cial, quoted anonymously in the
New York Times, said deadly 
confrontations were par for the 
course in the area regardless of 
Bergdahl.

“Look, it’s not like these sol-
diers would have been sitting 
around their base,” the retired of-
ficial told the Times.

Getting needed treatment for
Bergdahl is the priority now,
Hagel said.

“It is not in the interests of any-
one, and it is certainly a bit unfair 
to Sgt. Bergdahl’s family and him, 
to presume anything,” Hagel said. 
“We do not do that in the United
States. We rely on facts.”

The facts about Bergdahl’s ac-
tions will be investigated once
he has recovered from captiv-
ity, Tuesday statements from 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey and 
Army Secretary John McHugh
indicated.

 When asked whether Bergdhal
should be permitted to hold the
rank of sergeant, Hagel, a former
sergeant, said: “It is not my place
to decide who is worthy of being a
sergeant and who isn’t.”

Also Wednesday, The Asso-
ciated Press reported that the 
Taliban released a video show-
ing Bergdahl’s handover to U.S.
forces in eastern Afghanistan, 
touting the swap as a significant
achievement.

The 17-minute video emailed 
to media shows Bergdahl in tra-
ditional white Afghan clothing,
clean-shaven and sitting in a
pickup truck. Bergdahl blinks
frequently and appears to be
listening as one of his captors
speaks to him.

A Black Hawk helicopter lands
and two Taliban fighters, one car-
rying a white cloth tied to a stick,
lead Bergdahl halfway to the
helicopter. Three Western-look-
ing men in civilian clothes take
Bergdahl to the helicopter, where 
soldiers in Army uniforms are
waiting.

Hagel, who was in Brussels to 
meet with fellow NATO defense 
ministers, is on his way to Nor-
mandy later in the week for the
70th anniversary of the D-Day 
invasion. 
Vandiver.john@stripes.com 
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But he’s also being shielded 
from the damaging disorienta-
tion that can occur when long-held 
captives return to society without 
proper reorientation.  

“When you have prolonged cap-
tivity — five years — someone 
is going to be a little bit like Rip 
Van Winkle,” said Dr. Frank Och-
berg, a pioneering psychiatrist in 
the field of trauma recovery who 
helped develop key concepts, in-
cluding that of post-traumatic 
stress. “It’s a slice of your life that 
has been taken out.”

But lost time may pale in sig-
nificance to other damaging ef-
fects of being a prisoner of war, 
Ochberg said. Although it’s not 
known what Berghdahl might 
have experienced, other survivors 
of long-term captivity have suf-
fered ill effects of prolonged isola-
tion, mistreatment and horrifying 
experiences, leading to the onset 
of painful and potentially crip-
pling post-traumatic stress injury, 
he said.

So what’s happening to Berg-
dahl now?

While the military has declined 
to release specifics about his phys-
ical and emotional state, officials 
have detailed the U.S. military’s 
three-phase POW “reintegration” 
program that he entered as soon 
as Special Forces troops took him 
from his Taliban captors in an ar-
ranged handoff.

The program’s roots lie in the 
1973 return of hundreds of POWs 
in Operation Homecoming, and 
have been fine-tuned using medi-
cal and psychological research in 
the intervening decades.

“Reintegration has been going 
on for years,” said Arwen Con-
saul, a spokeswoman for U.S. 
Army South, which treats re-
turned Army POWs as well as 
other troops and civilians held in 
U.S. Southern Command. “Since 
the Vietnam POWs came back, 
we realized there needed to be a 
process to get them back into soci-
ety and be able to cope with what 
they’d been through. Through 
years of studying POWs and talk-
ing to POWs, we’ve been able to 
continually refine our process.”

Phase 1 of reintegration begins 
as soon as a POW is released and 
involves medical treatment and 
psychological support in the the-
ater where the release occurs. 
Each phase of the process involves 
debriefing the returned POW, fo-
cusing especially on any tactical 
information the returnee might be 
able to provide the military.

Bergdahl is in Phase 2, known 
as “decompression,” which ex-
perts say can last from three days 
to a few weeks. For Bergdahl, this 
phase is taking place at a military 
hospital in Landstuhl, Germany. 
Although stable, he requires nutri-
tional care after years of bad food, 
as well as other medical work that 
military officials have refused to 
specify. 

Vietnam POWs released during 
Operation Homecoming under-
went a three-day period at Clark 
Air Force Base in the Philippines 

that bears some similarity to the 
current decompression regimen. 
It was a welcome step that eased 
the way back to life in the United 
States, one former POW said.

“It would not be a wise thing to 
do, I think, to take a guy and throw 
him back in with his family before 
the military has had a chance to 
talk with him or debrief him,” said 
retired Navy Capt. Mike McGrath, 
a pilot who spent nearly six years 
in a North Vietnamese prison and 
underwent torture after being shot 
down in 1967.

But it’s not just talking that 
Bergdahl is likely being asked to 
do, McGrath said. After five years 
of arduous captivity, he might have 
medical needs similar to those of 
the Vietnam POWs.

“We had a lot of guys missing 
teeth, from beatings or rocks in 
the food or whatever,” he said. 
“When we got to Clark, they had a 
whole bank of dentists ready. They 
were taking care of periodontal 
disease, and if you had broken 
out teeth they were making tem-
porary bridges so you could meet 
your family with no teeth miss-
ing. That might seem pretty small 
to you, but to guys meeting their 
families for the first time in years, 
it meant a lot.”

Other prisoners were suffering 
from parasites, long-term infec-
tions and open wounds that need-
ed treatment, McGrath said.

During decompression, accord-
ing to an Army fact sheet, former 
POWs are attended by team that 
includes medical personnel and at 
least one psychologist trained in 
survival, escape, evasion and re-
sistance. The phase also includes 
operational and intelligence 
briefings.

Pentagon officials have declined 
to offer details on the specific na-
ture of Bergdahl’s debriefings. But 
if the sergeant engaged in miscon-
duct in connection with his disap-
pearance from his base in Paktika 
province in 2009, he might be sub-
ject to discipline, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Mar-
tin Dempsey said Tuesday on his 
Facebook page. “Our Army’s lead-
ers will not look away from mis-
conduct if it occurred,” he wrote.

But, echoing other Pentagon 
statements, Dempsey said that 
caring for Bergdahl and his fam-
ily after a horrific ordeal is the 
priority.

Ochberg, who has spent a career 
treating and interviewing military 
and civilian survivors of trauma, 
said he trusts Dempsey and other 
leaders who say that Bergdahl is 
being treated as a patient rather 
than a suspect. Although “debrief-
ing” might sound intimidating, it 
can be a key part of the healing 
process, he said.

The first step is to not be too in-
trusive, Ochberg said.

“When I am a psychiatrist talk-
ing to someone has been through 
quite an ordeal, rather than just 
talking about what’s going on with 
them, it’s important to establish a 
good relationship — to have a con-
versation rather than an interroga-
tion, and be cautious in exploring 
traumatic and painful events,” he 
said.

In the right hands, debrief-
ing is positive, he said. Research 
on victims of conflict who were 
given a chance to tell their story 
to sympathetic listeners in tribu-
nals overseas shows they had bet-
ter psychological outcomes than 
those who did not speak about it, 
Ochberg said.

Now is not the time to try to 
build a disciplinary or legal case 
against Bergdahl, he said.

“I assume that what is going on 
now is medical and is what the sec-
retary of defense has said and the 
president has said it is,” he said. 
“If it turns out that investigation 
shows that anybody tried to take 
advantage of a weakened state, I 
would consider that a miscarriage 
of justice.”

In Phase 3 of reintegration, 
which will occur at San Antonio 
Military Medical Center in Texas, 
Bergdahl will be reunited with 
family and begin to slowly move 
back into normal life in America.   

During this final phase, which 
officials said can last weeks or lon-
ger, Bergdahl will be attended to 
by a large, multidisciplinary team 
that has been monitoring his case 
and planning for his return for 
years in twice-yearly meetings, 
said Consaul of Army South.

Among them are planners, air 
crew, chaplains, medical person-
nel, public affairs officials and at-
torneys, she said.  

The Bergdahl family, Ochberg 
said, has appeared as a model of 
love and support throughout their 
son’s long captivity. So has his 
hometown of Hailey, Idaho.

A warm homecoming can make 
a difference, Ochberg said.  But so 
can a harsh one, which Bergdahl 
might experience as questions 
about why he became a POW in 
the first place heat up. At  some 
point in his three-phase reinte-
gration, he’ll have to be exposed 
to what many of his former com-
rades are saying about him.

“We know from bitter experi-
ence that a poor reception after 
military service reduces the psy-
chological health of the veteran, 
and that a warm reception helps,” 
he said. 

Regarding Bergdahl, “There’s 
a lot of assumption and presump-
tion, and it’s unfortunate from a 
medical point of view when an 
individual becomes the focus of a 
raging controversy.”
Carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_ 

Hagel urges swap 
critics to wait until 
all facts are known

Recovery: 
Military has 
process in place 
for reintegration 

VOICE OF JIHAD WEBSITE/AP

 Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl is shown being released in a video  sent to media .  
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 BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The father 
of America’s first fatality in Af-
ghanistan denounced the Obama 
administration for releasing 
Taliban prisoners that he holds 
responsible for his son’s death, 
saying the move was a slap in the 
face to every American who died 
in the war against terrorism.

Johnny “Mike” Spann, part of a 
CIA paramilitary unit, was killed 

Nov. 25, 
2001, during 
an uprising 
by Taliban 
prisoners 
near Mazar-
e-Sharif a 
month after 
President 
George W. 
Bush or-
dered U.S. 
forces into 

Afghanistan to punish al-Qaida 
and its allies for the 9/11 attacks in 
the United States.

Two of the five Taliban prison-
ers released last weekend from 
Guantanamo prison in exchange 
for Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl were 
present during the uprising at 
Qala-i-Jangi prison, according to 
U.S. documents obtained by The 
Washington Post. They were Mul-
lah Mohammad Fazl and Mullah 
Norullah Noori.

Spann’s father, Johnny Spann, 
told Stars and Stripes that his first 
reaction to the exchange was “dis-
appointment and disbelief.”

“I couldn’t believe what I was 
hearing,” Spann recalled. “It’s 
a slap in the face to everybody 
that’s died in this war on terror ... 
Every American that’s lost their 
life to the hands of the Taliban 
and al-Qaida — this is a slap in 
their face to know that we had five 
high-powered leaders that we just 
turned loose.”

Details of the two mullahs’ roles 
in the uprising have never been 
publicly spelled out by the U.S.

Nevertheless, Spann, 65, of 
Winfield, Ala ., is convinced the 
two were responsible even if they 
weren’t the ones that pulled the 
trigger.

“I’m convinced from all the re-
ports and all the information that I 
have that that was a planned event 
from the night before, and [the 
Taliban] knew exactly what they 
were going to do and when they 
were going to do it. And I think 
that those two men were part of it 

— part of the planning,” he said.
“Everybody that was inside 

there had a hand in it. Nobody 
tried to protect Mike’s life — not 
a single soul in there tried to. Ev-
erybody in there was hell-bent on 
killing Americans ... Mike lost his 
life inside Qala-i-Jangi, and yes, I 
hold everybody responsible that 
was inside that prison for Mike’s 
death ... Everybody inside Qala-i-
Jangi has blood on their hands and 
was a part of it,” he said.

Questions about the 2001 upris-
ing have been raised again since 
the release of Bergdahl, 28, of 
Hailey, Idaho.

Bergdahl went missing in June 
2009 in Paktika province in south-
eastern Afghanistan while serv-
ing with a unit of the 25th Infantry 
Division from Fort Richardson, 
Alaska.

Some former members of Berg-
dahl’s unit have accused him of 
deserting and that American lives 
were lost looking for him.

Bergdahl is currently at the 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Germany, where he was sent 
soon after his release.

Spann is withholding judgment 
on Bergdahl for now. But even if 
Bergdahl wasn’t a deserter, Spann 
thinks the trade wasn’t worth it.

“I see no equality in what was 
traded for Bergdahl. I don’t see 
no equality as far as value there,” 
Spann said. “I mean [the detain-
ees] were very valuable to us as far 
as they were responsible for a lot 
of American lives ... They weren’t 
the average Joe out there carrying 
a rifle on the battlefield. They were 
leaders. They were the people that 
were planning things.”

Obama has defended his deci-
sion, saying America had a “sa-
cred duty” to ensure that no U.S. 
servicemember was left behind on 
the battlefield.

Spann thinks the U.S. govern-
ment should try to get American 
prisoners of war freed, but he says 
the Taliban can’t be dealt with 
like a normal enemy at the end of 
a conflict.

“Certainly the U.S. needs to al-
ways work for the release of those 
[American] prisoners,” Spann 
said. “If we knew that we were 
making a deal with a responsible 
group of people and we knew that 
they were going to lay down their 
arms and they were not going to 
continue to try to kill Americans, 
then you might consider that to 
some extent. But now, we don’t 
have any agreement like that in 
this war with al-Qaida and the 

Taliban. This war on terror is no-
where near over.”

Spann also thinks the swap 
sends the wrong signal and will 
put more Americans in danger.

“[Our enemies] know that they 
can get an American and they can 
hold them hostage, and at some 
point we’ll trade,” he said.

Still, Spann can sympathize 
with Bergdahl’s parents, who have 
made a high-profile effort to push 
for their son’s release. They ap-
peared next to Obama in the Rose 
Garden on Saturday after Obama 

announced the swap.
“If it was my son, would I want 

him home? Why yeah. But ... that’s 
a reason that parents and kin folks 
can’t be on the jury and they can’t 
be the judge because they would 
be biased ... You can ask a par-
ent, ‘Well, if that was your son, 
would you want him home?’ Well, 
of course I’d want him home. But 
if your son committed murder, 
would you still want him home? 
Yeah, the majority of the people 
[you asked] would want him to not 
go to jail ... But that’s not the way 

this system works. They’re not the
judge, and your kin folks don’t get
to decide that,” Spann said.

Spann thinks Obama doesn’t 
understand the raw emotions felt
by people in his position .

“I’d almost bet you that if one of
President Obama’s children had 
been killed in this war or on 9/11,
he would have a different reflec-
tion and a different attitude as far 
as any leniency that he would give
to al-Qaida and Taliban leaders
who have been active in the death 
of Americans,” he said.

 Spann thinks the released
detainees will try to kill more
Americans .

“ I just don’t think they were re-
habilitated. I think that’s sort of
a joke for us to think that or even
suppose that they have been. And 
I think they’ll be out there cost-
ing more American lives or more
American deaths,” he said.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Father of 1st US Afghanistan fatality blasts Guantanamo prisoner swap for Bergdahl

Mike Spann

Taliban inmate exchange called ‘a slap in the face’

‘ I just don’t think they were rehabilitated. I think 
that’s sort of a joke for us to think that or even 
suppose that they have been. And I think they’ll 
be out there costing more American lives or more 
American deaths. ’

Johnny Spann
father of Johnny “Mike” Spann, the first American killed in the Afghan War
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 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — House Republicans
are united as ever in their election-year
opposition to “Obamacare,” but they’re in-
creasingly divided over their promise to
vote this year on an alternative to it.

The disagreement comes amid a shifting
political calculus around President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. Millions are en-
rolled for medical insurance through the
law’s exchanges, and an all-out repeal has 
become less practical and popular. Some
Democrats have begun promoting the mea-
sure in campaign commercials, and some
Republicans are treading more carefully in
belittling the program.

At a recent closed-door House Republican
caucus meeting, 
several conserva-
tives pressed GOP 
leaders over the 
pledge Majority 
Leader Eric Can-
tor made in Janu-
ary that House 
Republicans 
would rally around 
an alternative to 
“Obamacare” and 
pass it this year.

“We said at the 
retreat in January 
we were going to 
do this. Well it’s 
June and we still 
haven’t done it,” 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-
Tenn., said he told 
Cantor during the 
meeting last week. 
“It’s moving at 
a snail’s pace. ... 
We want to be for 
something.”

Roe said he got little reply beyond polite
attention. Cantor’s spokesman, Doug Heye,
said, “Majority Leader Cantor continues to 
work towards bold legislative solutions to 
replace ‘Obamacare.’ ”

Behind the scenes, lawmakers and aides
say, powerful committee chairmen with ju-
risdiction over the issue have been unable
to agree over how to proceed. Some have
even begun to suggest publicly that this
year is not the time to vote on an alterna-
tive that likely would die in the Democratic-
controlled Senate or face a veto threat from 
Obama.

That argument looks especially compel-
ling in light of Republican hopes of taking
over the Senate in November.

 “I don’t think anybody’s talking about 
repealing the entire bill,” said Rep. Andy 
Harris, R-Md., who is a physician. “There
are clearly sections of the bill ... that peo-
ple are saying, ‘OK, these are actually
good things.’” 

 BY STEVEN R. HURST

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — A tea party challeng-
er appears likely to force a veteran Repub-
lican senator into a runoff in a Mississippi 
primary that represents the ultraconserva-
tive movement’s last best chance to topple 
an incumbent and prove it remains relevant 
years after bursting on the political scene.

The Mississippi contest Tuesday easily 
overshadowed races in seven other states 
on the busiest day of the primary season, 
several of which nominated Republican 
establishment-backed candidates for the 
November general election campaign. Re-
publicans are battling to pick up six Senate 
seats needed to capture the majority. The 
party’s big majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives is not in danger.

If Republicans take control of both houses 
of Congress it would likely kill any chance 
President Barack Obama has of moving his 
legislative agenda in the final two years of 
his term.

In the battle in deep-South Mississippi, 
incumbent Republican 
Sen. Thad Cochran, 76, 
and tea party-backed 
challenger, state Sen. 
Chris McDaniel, 41, 
remained locked in 
a virtual tie Wednes-
day with 98 percent 
of unofficial returns 
counted. McDaniel 
had slightly over 49 
percent of the vote in 
a three-way race. Co-
chran tallied slightly 
fewer. It takes a ma-
jority by one candidate 
to avoid a runoff in 
the state’s primary to 
nominate the Repub-
lican candidate. The 
official canvass could 
take into June 13.

While a McDaniel 
win would provide 
a boost to tea party 
conservatives, it’s not 

likely to impact the battle for control of the 
Senate. The winner of the Democratic nom-
ination, Former Rep. Travis Childers, is un-
likely to defeat either McDaniel or Cochran 
in a staunchly conservative state that last 
elected a Democratic senator in 1982.

The national stakes were higher in three 
other states — Iowa, Montana and South 
Dakota — where the Republican hope to 
pick up seats now held by Democrats. And 
in those states, candidates backed by the 
Republican Party establishment easily won 
their nomination battles.

The Republican leadership has been work-
ing hard this primary season to keep tea 
party candidates off the ballot in November, 
fearful that general election voters will be put 
off by candidates who are too right-wing.

 Tea party-backed challengers this year 
failed to topple high-profile Republicans in 
Senate primaries in Texas, Georgia, North 
Carolina and Kentucky.

The contest between Cochran and 
McDaniel was a costly and heated race 

between a pillar of the Republican estab-
lishment who has helped funnel millions 
of dollars to his state and cast himself as a 
reliable opponent of Obama and a younger 
state lawmaker who criticized the incum-
bent for being too willing to go along with 
Democrats in Washington.

The campaign took a turn toward the 

sensational when four men, all McDan-
iel supporters, were arrested and charged 
with surreptitiously taking photographs of 
the senator’s 72-year-old wife, who suffers 
from dementia and has long lived in a nurs-
ing home. McDaniel said he knew nothing 
about it, but Cochran supporters suspected 
dirty politics. 

 BY CHARLES BABINGTON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The Republican Party con-
tinues its disciplined march toward an impres-
sive lineup of candidates this fall, when it hopes 
to wrest the Senate majority from Democrats 
and control both chambers of Congress during 
President Barack Obama’s final two years.

Tuesday’s primaries produced another batch 
of Senate nominees who seem about as prom-

ising as party leaders could 
have hoped for. There’s still 
plenty of time for stumbles, 
of course. But so far, the 

GOP appears to be sidestepping the type of 
gaffe-prone and fiercely ideological candidates 
who blundered into excruciating losses in 2010 
and 2012.

As they did Tuesday in Iowa, Republican ac-
tivists have accomplished this by blurring the 
differences between tea party enthusiasts and 
the party’s corporate and “country club” wings. 
Tea partyers are largely justified in saying they’re 
winning the larger ideological struggle by pulling 
the entire party rightward. But establishment 
Republicans are happy to be called “nominee.”

Suspenseful or not, Tuesday’s results con-
firmed that Republicans will have top-tier nomi-
nees in South Dakota and Montana, where 
long-time Democratic senators are departing or 
have already left.

Former Gov. Mike Rounds’ primary win 
in South Dakota puts him in a category with 
Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, who won the GOP 
Senate nomination last month in West Virginia. 
Both are well-established politicians favored to 
pick up Democratic-held Senate seats in states 
Obama lost badly. Businessman Rick Weiland 
was unopposed in South Dakota’s Democratic 
Senate primary.

Republicans need six new seats overall to 
control the Senate.

Rep. Steve Daines’ win in Montana on Tues-
day gives Republicans strong hopes for yet 
another Democratic-held seat in a state that 
Obama lost. Daines will face Sen. John Walsh, 
a former lieutenant governor appointed in Feb-
ruary to replace six-term Democratic Sen. Max 
Baucus, now ambassador to China.

Walsh will enjoy some benefits of incumben-
cy. But he’s not nearly as well-known as Bau-
cus. And since Montana has only one House 
seat, Daines already has been elected statewide 
to Congress.

The Republicans’ impressive streak is hardly 
accidental. Waking from their 2010 and 2012 
slumbers, mainstream Republicans this year 
steered money, smart advisers and key en-
dorsements to carefully recruited candidates. 
Sometimes brutally, they brushed aside ideo-

logical purists who tend to thrill tea partyers but 
repel moderates.

They spent heavily in Kentucky to batter tea 
party upstart Matt Bevin. In Colorado they cut 
a backroom deal to clear the way for Rep. Cory 
Gardner, a prized Senate recruit.

Iowa is the latest example of such pragmatic 
efforts. Although state Sen. Joni Ernst is largely 
unproven, Republicans of all stripes settled on 
her as their best hope to win retiring Democratic 
Sen. Tom Harkin’s seat. Groups ranging in ide-
ology from the Chamber of Commerce to tea 
party chapters, and individuals as diverse as 
Sarah Palin and Mitt Romney, put aside differ-
ences to rally around Ernst.

She’s an Iraq War veteran best known for 
her TV ad boasting of castrating hogs as a farm 
girl. She held off businessman Mark Jacobs 
and will face Rep. Bruce Braley, the Democratic 
nominee.

Hours after polls closed Tuesday, the day’s 
noisiest Senate primary remained too close to 
call. In Mississippi, six-term Republican Sen. 
Thad Cochran faced tea party-backed chal-
lenger Chris McDaniel.  

The GOP now has solid nominees — backed 
in most cases by establishment Republicans 
and hard-core conservatives alike — for five 
Democratic-held seats in states the president 
lost: South Dakota, Montana, West Virginia, 
North Carolina and Arkansas. It’s unclear 
whether they can achieve the same feat in Loui-
siana and Alaska, whose primaries lie ahead.

The Republicans’ track record is equally im-
pressive in several states, besides Iowa, that 
Obama carried. They have nominated or cleared 
the path for seasoned, widely supported Senate 
candidates in Oregon, New Hampshire, Colo-
rado and Virginia.

To be sure, Democratic senators seek re-
election in those four states, and Republicans 
probably face uphill climbs. Still, they can force 
Democrats to spend money in places they’d 
rather not, and they broaden the GOP’s image 
as a party that can compete almost anywhere.

These Republican successes shouldn’t ob-
scure the scrappy and seasoned nature of 
Democratic senators battling to hold their seats, 
even in states where Obama and his health care 
law are unpopular. Sens. Mark Pryor, of Arkan-
sas, Mary Landrieu, of Louisiana, Mark Begich, 
of Alaska, Kay Hagan, of North Carolina, and 
Mark Warner, of Virginia, have shown they can 
win in toss-up or Republican-leaning states.

These senators are campaigning hard, and 
it’s possible all of them will survive and keep 
their party in control of the Senate. But Repub-
licans thus far are doing almost everything they 
can to push these contests to the limit. And that 
gives them multiple paths to the six net seats 
they need for the majority.

Runoff vote likely in key Miss. primary
Republican Senate picks delight party leaders

ANALYSIS

House GOP 
conflicted on 
alternative 
to health law

Cochran

McDaniel

‘ I don’t think
anybody’s 
talking about 
repealing 
the entire 
bill. There 
are clearly 
sections 
of the bill 
... that 
people are 
saying, ‘OK, 
these are 
actually good 
things. ’
Rep. Andy Harris

R-Md.
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 BY KATIE ZEZIMA

The Washington Post

The Secret Service is looking 
to buy software that can spot sar-
casm on social media.

Yeah, good luck with that.
The agency wants to buy soft-

ware that, among other things, has 
the ability to “detect sarcasm” and 
language that may mean some-
thing different than it appears on 
first glance.

Government agencies and cor-
porations have long used social 
media to try to influence the pub-
lic and get their messages out, 
while law enforcement agencies 
increasingly monitor such sites for 
signs of trouble.

But getting a computer to detect 
sarcasm and its linguistic com-
plexities can be difficult — and 
some experts worry at the pros-
pect of attempts to parse speech 

by a government agency that has
the power to arrest people for 
posting alleged threats online.

“It does appear that it’s going to
be a pretty broad monitoring pro-
gram. It will likely sweep in some
First Amendment protected ex-
pression,” said Ginger McCall, as-
sociate director of the Electronic
Privacy Information Center .  

  Secret Service spokesman Ed
Donovan said the  agency is seek-
ing to create its own system for
monitoring Twitter — both its own
presence in social media and im-
portant issues that are trending .
Detecting sarcasm is just a small
feature of the effort, he said.

“Our objective is to automate
our social media monitoring pro-
cess,” Donovan said. “ The ability
to detect sarcasm and false posi-
tives is just one of 16 or 18 things 
we are looking at.”   

  From wire services

The story sounds like an urban 
legend — but it’s real.

On Saturday morning, a bicy-
clist found a 12-year-old girl in 
the middle of a path in Waukesha, 
Wis. Her clothes were caked with 
blood.

She had been stabbed 19 times 
— but she was still alive, and had 
crawled out of the woods for help.

“Who did that to you?” the bicy-
clist asked the girl during a call he 
made to 911.

The answer, according to police 
accounts, would be as shocking as 
the reason she’d been attacked in 
the first place — with the Inter-
net being blamed as a “dark and 
wicked” influence.

Morgan Geyser and Anissa 
Weier, both 12, have been charged 
as adults on suspicion of attempt-
ing to murder their friend and 
 middle school classmate after in-
viting her for a sleepover  Friday 
night. The plot was months in the 
making, police said, apparently 
inspired by a digital-age urban 
legend named “Slender Man” — a 

tall, not-quite-human figure with 
spindly fingers and an empty face 
who shows up in the background 
of photos from haunted places.

Slender Man is fictional. But 
Morgan and Anissa had appar-
ently decided he was real enough 
that they wanted to please him, 
investigators said.

After luring their friend into the 
woods, police said, one of the girls 
held down the victim while the 
other stabbed her in the arms, legs 
and torso.   The victim was  hospi-
talized in stable condition, police 
said, but had to undergo surgery .

The case prompted Waukesha 
Police Chief Russell P. Jack to 
warn the other parents in his com-
munity, about 20 miles west of 
Milwaukee.

“The Internet has changed the 
way we live. It is full of informa-
tion and wonderful sites that teach 
and entertain,” Jack said in a 
Monday news conference. “The 
Internet can also be full of dark 
and wicked things. ”

The source of Jack’s caution 
can probably be attributed at least 
in part to the confession one of 

the girls allegedly made to police 
about a website called Creepypasta 
Wiki. According to the website, “a 
creepypasta is a short story posted 
on the Internet that is designed to 
unnerve and shock the reader.” 
Creepypasta Wiki is a user-edited 
database of those stories .

But the girls were apparently 
taking the website much more 
seriously .  

 It appears Slender Man was 
first created on a general-interest 
Internet message board as part of 
a Photoshop contest in 2009.

 “I’m going to make myself loud 
and clear: ALL WORKS PRE-
SENTED ON THIS WIKI AND 
OTHER SITES (INCLUDING 
SLENDERMAN.) ARE FIC-
TIONAL STORIES AND CHAR-
ACTERS,” a site administrator 
identified as Sloshedtrain wrote 
Tuesday.

“This wiki does not endorse 
or advocate for the killing, wor-
ship, and otherwise replication 
of rituals of fictional works,” the 
administrator wrote, also offering 
condolences to the families affect-
ed by the attack. 

NATI HARNIK/AP

A car with its windows smashed by hail hangs over a creek following a severe thunderstorm Tuesday in 
Blair, Neb.  Severe weather  rolled through a swath of the Midwest on Tuesday .

 The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Punishing thun-
derstorms weakened Wednesday 
as they pushed across the Mid-
west, causing some flash-flooding 
and minor wind damage in parts 
of southern Illinois and eastern 
Missouri.

Widespread heavy rain slowed 
the commute for thousands of peo-
ple in metro St. Louis and winds 
bowled over trees in the central 
part of Missouri, snapping elec-
tricity lines and leaving thousands 
without power.

That was a far less severe bat-
tering than earlier in the storms’ 
track, when baseball-sized hail 
blasted homes and cars, and flood-
ing forced rescuers in boats to pull 

residents from homes in Nebraska 
and Iowa, where winds of up to 85 
mph were recorded. Those states 
were the hardest hit. The storm 
also tracked across parts of Kan-
sas, Missouri, South Dakota and 
Illinois.

“This is one of these days we 
can’t let our guard down,” said Bill 
Bunting, forecast operations chief 
at the Storm Prediction Center in 
Norman, Okla.

Bunting said several trained 
spotters reported tornadoes in 
central and southwest Iowa, and 
at least one report came in from 
southwest Kansas. Reports will 
not be confirmed until damage 
can be assessed .

The storms also affected prima-
ry elections Tuesday in Iowa and 

South Dakota where voters had to 
cast ballots by flashlight in areas 
that lost power.

 On Interstate 29 north of 
Council Bluffs in western Iowa, 
more than 25 vehicles had their 
windows shattered by hail, said 
Terry Landsvork, an observation 
program leader for the National 
Weather Service in Valley, Neb.

“They were driving along In-
terstate 29, had no place to go, 
and whether they were driving or 
pulled over, they just didn’t escape 
the hail,” he said.

By Wednesday morning, the 
crescent-shaped arc of thunder-
storms weakened, though winds 
of up to 75 mph were reported in 
Columbia, M o., with heavy rain 
and dime-sized hail. 

Do I detect sarcasm in that 
email? No really, is it sarcasm?

Storms strike Midwest

Dark side of Web in view in girl’s stabbing
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Los Angeles Times

  John Oliver knows you’re probably not 
that angry about net neutrality, and he’d 
like to change that. 

Oliver used the bully pulpit of his HBO 
series “Last Week Tonight” to rail against 
telecommunications giants like Verizon and 
Comcast, which are lobbying to put an end 
to net neutrality. The comedian admitted 
that the issue is not, at least on the surface, 
a very sexy one.  

 Oliver argued Sunday  that net neutrality 

is “hugely important” because “it means 
that all data has to be treated equally no 
matter who created it.” If  telecom com-
panies get their way, a new tiered system 
would be imposed that would allow them 
to “buy their way into the fast lane, leaving 
everyone else in the slow lane.”

As a cautionary tale, he shared a graph of 
Netflix’s download speeds during recent ne-
gotiations with Comcast. The speed surged 
in February, when Netflix agreed to Com-
cast’s demands. “That has all the ingredi-
ents of a mob shakedown,” Oliver said.

He steered the nation’s anonymous In-
ternet commenters toward a website creat-
ed by the FCC (fcc.gov/comments) for the
public to provide feedback on the proposed 
changes. “We need you to get out there and 
focus your indiscriminate rage in a useful
direction,” he said. “Seize your moment,
my lovely trolls.”

On Monday the FCC tweeted that the 
commenting system was “experiencing
technical difficulties” due to heavy traffic.
The cause for the spike in clicks could not
be confirmed .   

   BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

 Miranda Lambert’s really 
going to need a break after 
an already hectic week that 
turned a little scary Tuesday, 

and Blake Shelton is prepared to provide 
her with one.

Lambert was already neck deep in the 
busiest week of the year when the private 
jet ferrying the country music star and 
her team from New York to Nashville 
was forced to make an emergency land-
ing in Clarksburg, W.Va.

The plane lost pressure and spent 
about three hours on the ground before 
resuming its southward trek, said Wes 
Vause, Lambert’s publicist. Killing time, 
Lambert and friends hung out with fire-
fighters while trying on their appropri-
ately shiny hazmat suits — Lambert’s 
new album is named “Platinum” — and 
posting pictures to Instagram. They also 
listened to a lot of country music.

“All in all, it was a pretty good day,” 
Vause said with a laugh.

Lambert will only get busier now that 
she’s back in Nashville. She’s in the midst 
of launching her fifth album and started 
the week with a series of appearances in 
New York. She’ll  team  up with Shelton on 
Friday at the CMA Music Festival and 

then travel  Saturday to Dallas to help 
George Strait with his final concert.

Shelton, speaking with reporters 
at a news conference Tuesday 
afternoon,  said he’s already 
planned out a relaxing break 
for Lambert when she finally 
gets to return to Oklahoma 
sometime next week. “The 
Voice” star said the pair 
owns a boat on Lake Texoma 
and he spent a chunk of his 
Sunday making sure it 
works before coming to 
Nashville.

“I’m not a mechanic, 
but I managed to get this 
thing running because 
I know when she gets 
back she’s going to 
want to do something 
like that,” Shelton 
said. “She’s going to 
want to just go float 
around and drink or 
be pulled on a tube, 
something like that. 
So I figured I’d get 
me some points 
here and get the 
boat running. I’m 
actually proud of 
myself.” 

 Blake Shelton, left, says he’s fixed up a boat as part
of a plan to give wife Miranda Lambert , right,

some well-deserved down time. She is currently
 promoting her new album,  “Platinum.”

AL POWERS, POWERS IMAGERY. INVISION/AP

Shelton plans break for wife after her tough week

Actor Jonah Hill apologizes for gay slur to paparazzo

John  Oliver  urges commenters to give feedback to FCC on net neutrality

Timely interlude

 From wire reports

Jonah Hill has apologized for 
using a gay slur with a paparazzo 
in an encounter caught on video.

A video posted Tuesday by 
TMZ shows a photographer pes-
tering Hill (pictured at right), 
who eventually responded with 
muttered expletives and an anti-
gay expression. On “The Howard 
Stern Show” on Tuesday, the 30-
year-old actor acknowledged that 
he said “a disgusting word.”

Hill said the word “does not at 
all reflect how I feel about any 

group of people.” He said that he’s 
been a gay-rights activist “from 
the day I was born.”

Earlier this year, Hill promoted 
a Human Rights Campaign effort 
opposing anti-gay laws in Russia 
ahead of the Winter Olympics.

Hill said he had been harassed 
by the photographer, claiming he 
said “hurtful things” about Hill 
and his family.

Chicago mayor, Fallon 
make reading bet 

 Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

and “Tonight Show” host Jimmy 
Fallon have made a pact to bring 
the show to the Windy City — with 
one condition.

During Emanuel’s appear-
ance Tuesday on NBC’s “Tonight 
Show,” Fallon agreed to bring his 
production to Chicago for a few 
shows if Chicago Public School 
students read 2.4 million books 
this summer. That would mean 
the school system’s more than 
400,000 students would have to 
read six books each.

Emanuel’s appearance with 
Fallon was the result of a previ-

ous deal between the two men. 
The mayor agreed to appear on 
the show if Fallon participated in 
Chicago’s Polar Plunge into Lake 
Michigan in February .

Gwar  frontman  died
of  overdose

 The frontman for the costume-
clad “extraterrestrial” metal 
band Gwar died of an acciden-
tal heroin overdose, the Virginia 
coroner’s office told local media 
Tuesday.

According to a statement from 

the band, David Brockie, 50,
was found dead in his Richmond 
home March 23. Brockie died
from “acute heroin toxicity and
the manner of death is accident,”
Arkuie Williams, administrator
of the medical examiner’s office,
said in an email .  

HBO
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WORLD

 BY DAVID RISING

The Associated Press

BERLIN  — German prosecu-
tors have opened an investiga-
tion into the alleged monitoring 
of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
cellphone by the U.S. National 
Security Agency, officials said 
Wednesday, in a move that could 
again complicate diplomatic rela-
tions between the two allies.

It was not immediately clear 
what the new investigation might 
mean in terms of possible pros-
ecutions of Americans.

Documents provided by Na-
tional Security Agency leaker 
Edward Snowden indicated in 

October that 
the U.S. was 
monitoring 
Merkel’s 
cellphone 
conversa-
tions, as well 
as those of 
35 other for-
eign lead-
ers. Merkel 
expressed 
outrage and 

accused Washington of a grave 
breach of trust.

In the ensuing diplomatic fall-
out, President Barack Obama 
acknowledged Germany’s anger 
and promised that new guidelines 
would cut back on such monitor-
ing, except in the case of a nation-
al security interest. 

Following the news of the Ger-
man probe, Obama’s deputy 
national security adviser, Ben 
Rhodes, said the U.S. believes 
direct dialogue between the two 
countries rather than an investi-
gation is the best way to address 
Germany’s concerns. 

After mulling for months 
whether to open a formal probe, 
Chief Federal Prosecutor Harald 
Range determined “that suffi-
cient factual evidence exists that 
unknown members of U.S. intel-
ligence services spied on the mo-
bile phone of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel,” his office said.

In a similarly thorny diplomatic 
case, Germany got as far as issu-
ing warrants for 13 unidentified 
CIA agents suspected of kidnap-
ping a German terrorism suspect 
and taking him to a detention cen-
ter in Afghanistan. The case was 
shelved in 2007 after the U.S. Jus-
tice Department said extraditing 
the agents would harm “Ameri-
can national interests.”

In his Wednesday announce-
ment, Range’s office said he 
was not opening a formal inves-
tigation of wider allegations of 
blanket surveillance of telecom-
munications data in Germany by 
U.S. and British intelligence, say-
ing that there was not yet suffi-
cient factual evidence of concrete 
crimes. His office said that will 
remain under consideration.

Merkel’s spokesman, Steffen 
Seibert, declined to comment on 
Range’s decision or on whether 
the government fears it will weigh 
on relations with the U.S. 

 BY ERIC TALMADGE

The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Angry with the
West’s response over Ukraine
and eager to diversify its options,
Russia is moving rapidly to bol-
ster ties with North Korea in a
diplomatic nose-thumbing that
could complicate the U.S.-led ef-
fort to squeeze Pyongyang into 
giving up its nuclear weapons
program.

Russia’s proactive strategy in 
Asia, which also involves cozying 
up to China and has been dubbed
“Putin’s Pivot,” began years ago
as Moscow’s answer to Wash-
ington’s much-touted alliance-
building and rebalancing of its
military forces in the Pacific. But
it has gained a new sense of ur-
gency since the unrest in Ukraine 
— and Pyongyang is already get-
ting a big windfall with high-level
political exchanges and promises
from Russia of trade and develop-
ment projects.

Moscow’s overtures to North 
Korea reflect both a defensive
distancing from the EU and
Washington because of their 
sanctions over Ukraine and a
broader, long-term effort by Rus-
sia to strengthen its hand in Asia
by building political alliances,
expanding energy exports and
developing Russian regions in Si-
beria and the Far East.

For North Korea, the timing 
couldn’t be better.

Since the demise of the Soviet 
Union and the largesse it banked
on as a member of the commu-
nist bloc, the North has been
struggling to keep its economy
afloat and has depended heav-
ily on trade and assistance from 
ally China. Sanctions over its 
nuclear and missile programs 
have further isolated the country,
and Pyongyang has long feared
it could become too beholden to
Beijing.

Better ties with Russia could
provide a much needed eco-
nomic boost, a counterbalance
against Chinese influence and a
potentially useful wedge against
the West in international forums
— and particularly in the U.S.-
led effort to isolate Pyongyang
over its development of nuclear
weapons. 

Moscow remains wary of hav-
ing a nuclear-armed North Korea 
on its border. But over the past few 
months it has courted the North
with various economic projects, 
political exchanges and a vote in 
the Duma, the top Russian legis-
lative body, to write off nearly $10 
billion in debt held over from the
Soviet era.

It has pledged to reinvest $1 bil-
lion that Pyongyang still owes into
a trans-Siberian railway through
North Korea to South Korea — a 
project that is still in the very 
early stages. That, together with 
a pipeline, would allow Russia 
to export gas and electricity to
South Korea. 

 BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland  — President Barack Obama 
held up 25 years of Polish democracy as a beacon 
for neighboring Ukraine in a public celebration 
Wednesday, warning Russia that the free world is 
united against its “dark tactics” to violate Ukraine’s 
sovereignty.

“We stand together because we believe that people 
and nations have the right to determine their own 
destiny — and that includes the people of Ukraine,” 
Obama said before a crowd of more than 6,000 that 
spilled into the streets before Royal Castle, a symbol 
of Polish independence.

“Our free nations will stand united so that further 
Russian provocations will only mean more isolation 
and costs for Russia,” Obama said. “Because after in-
vesting so much blood and treasure to bring Europe 
together, how can we allow the dark tactics of the 
20th century to define this new century?”

Obama spoke just after announcing new U.S. as-
sistance for Ukraine’s armed forces, including body 
armor and night vision goggles — the first such deliv-
ery of tools that would directly help Ukrainian troops 
in their battle against pro-Russian separatists. 

Holding his first extended meeting earlier Wednes-
day with Ukraine’s President-elect Petro Poroshen-

ko, Obama praised the billionaire candy maker as a 
“wise selection.” He said he was impressed by Po-
roshenko’s business expertise and confident he can 
handle Ukraine’s formidable economic and political 
challenges as he takes office on Saturday.

Obama offered Poroshenko $5 million in new U.S. 
aid as Ukraine’s military continues to suffer casual-
ties in its confrontation with pro-Russian insurgents 
in the country’s east. More significant than the dollar 
amount was the nature of the new aid. Until now, the 
U.S. had only provided other nonlethal forms of aid 
like clothes, food and radios.

 Poroshenko, speaking softly in English, thanked 
the U.S. for its support and refusal to recognize Rus-
sia’s annexation of Crimea. He said the next phase is 
crucial to starting a peaceful process out of Ukraine’s 
political crisis.

“We feel a friend in need is a friend indeed,” Po-
roshenko said.

World leaders excluded Russia from a Group of 7 
meeting starting Wednesday night in Brussels that 
was originally slated to include President Vladimir 
Putin and take place in Sochi, Russia. But the lead-
ers of Britain, France and Germany have scheduled 
face-to-face talks with the Russian leader in the com-
ing days, exposing divisions among Western nations 
that had united to isolate Russia over its aggressive 
moves against Ukraine. 

Germany 
investigates 
phone tap 
of Merkel

Putin looks 
to bolster 
ties with 
Pyongyang

Merkel

Obama casts Ukraine crisis as march toward liberty

‘We stand together’
MYKOLA LAZARENKO/AP

 President Barack Obama, right, talks with Ukraine president-elect Petro Poroshenko in Warsaw, Poland, 
on Wednesday   in their first extended meeting together.

6 militants killed, 3 
Ukrainians injured

 LUHANSK, Ukraine  — Pro-Rus-
sian insurgents in eastern Ukraine 
have taken two government bases in 
battles around Luhansk, seizing quan-
tities of ammunition and explosives 
from a border guards post and tak-
ing another installation after National 
Guard forces ran out of ammunition.

The twin setbacks highlighted the 
ineffectiveness of Ukraine’s poorly 
trained and cash-starved armed forces, 
which have struggled to uproot the mu-
tiny that has engulfed the regions that 

form the nation’s industrial heartland.
Officials said in a statement 

Wednesday that six militants were 
killed and three Ukrainian servicemen 
were injured in 10 hours of fighting 
overnight at the National Guard base.

Rebels seized a border guards 
base on the outskirts of Luhansk fol-
lowing a nearly two-day-long siege. 
An Associated Press reporter saw 
pro-Russian militia carrying crates of 
ammunition and explosives out of the 
base Wednesday and driving away in 
border guards’ cars.

Alexei Toporov, spokesman for the 
Luhansk People’s Republic defense 

ministry, said the guards were flee-
ing and the insurgents did not try to 
detain them.

“We released them and let them go 
home, we impeded nobody,” he said. 
“They left their weapons, and this 
base is now coming under the control 
of the Luhansk People’s Republic.”

Ukraine’s Border Guards Service 
said on Wednesday that the troops 
from that outpost had been evacu-
ated to unspecified “safe locations.”

There was no immediate report of 
casualties in the fighting at the border 
guards base. 

— The Associated Press
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The hard-line China of Tiananmen Square 
circa 1989 has global reach 25 years later

 BY JOE RENOUARD

“I have tried very hard not to inject 
myself into China’s internal af-
fairs,” wrote President George 
H.W. Bush to his Chinese coun-

terpart, Deng Xiaoping, soon after Chinese 
troops gunned down hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of demonstrators in and around 
Tiananmen Square in June 1989. “But I 
ask you as well to remember the principles 
on which my young country was founded 
— freedom of speech, freedom of assem-
blage, freedom from arbitrary authority. 
It is reverence for those principles which 
inevitably affects the way Americans view 
and react to events in other countries.”

This February, 25 years after that mas-
sacre, Gary Locke, the outgoing U.S. am-
bassador to China, gave a final speech 
before exiting the country.

“The U.S. is deeply concerned,” said 
Locke, “over the recent pattern of harass-
ment, arrests, prosecutions of good-govern-
ment advocates, of public interest lawyers, 
of activists, Internet journalists, religious 
leaders. ... The United States calls on China 
to guarantee peaceful activists the protec-
tions and freedoms to which they’re en-
titled under China’s international human 
rights commitments.”

And so it goes. China remains an author-
itarian, one-party state whose leaders see 
domestic activists and international human 
rights laws as threats to their sovereignty.

To Beijing’s credit, it has overseen eco-
nomic development on a scale that is un-
paralleled in world history. Through three 
decades of double-digit annual growth, 
about half a billion Chinese citizens have 
pulled themselves out of poverty. This 
growth has been the envy of the develop-
ing world, but it has not been accompanied 
by a concomitant  extension of political and 
civil liberties.

Recent examples abound. In a closed 
trial in January, a judge sentenced democ-
racy advocate Xu Zhiyong to four years in 
prison for “gathering a crowd to disrupt 
public order.” When Xu tried to read his 
concluding statement, the judge silenced 
him after 10 minutes and called his words 
“irrelevant.” One month later, teacher 
Ilham Tohti was detained and charged 
with inciting Uighur separatism, and dissi-
dent Cao Shunli died in custody after being 
denied medical treatment. In March, lead-
ers of the Hong Kong journalism commu-
nity were physically assaulted following 
demonstrations against Beijing’s mounting 
media strictures.

In stark contrast to 1989, Beijing’s reach 
now extends far beyond China’s borders. 
The nation’s rulers have embarked on a 
multifront effort to undermine the interna-
tional human rights regime. Beijing uses 
its considerable diplomatic power and eco-
nomic leverage to block resolutions in mul-
tilateral forums and to weaken the United 
Nations Human Rights Council .

The latter endeavor became much easier 
in November when China won a council 
seat alongside such perennial violators as 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam and Cuba. 
China now routinely wins far more votes 
on the council than America, due in no 
small measure to Beijing’s prodding of its 
African and Middle Eastern clients.

Even more significant is China’s bilater-
al pressure on developing nations that hope 
to secure trade, investment and develop-
ment loans. It is no secret that Beijing has 
long served as a tolerant patron to abusive 
regimes and pariah states such as North 
Korea and Zimbabwe, but Chinese capital 
extends far beyond the developing world’s 

basket cases. Owing to Africa’s abundance 
of natural resources, China is now the con-
tinent’s largest trading partner.

Annual Sino-African trade tops $200 bil-
lion, and China has financed countless in-
frastructure projects in Africa and across 
the southern part of the globe.

This investment has been a godsend 
to troubled economies, and it may yet 
encourage stabilizing economic and po-
litical reforms in some nations. But as in 
China itself, so far the financial boost has 

done little for political 
and civil liberties in 
the developing world. 
Time will tell whether 
China’s desire for low-
risk investments will 
persuade Beijing to 
reprimand the most 
repressive states, but 
for now the Robert 
Mugabes of the world 
seem only to have been 
strengthened by the in-
fusion of Chinese cash.

China’s formidable 
economic influence 

has had a disquieting effect on global de-
mocracy promotion.  The worldwide trend 
that culminated in dozens of democratic 
transitions late in the 20th century ap-
pears to be giving way to a counter-trend 
that has been heavily influenced by lead-
ing authoritarian states.

According to Freedom House, 54 nations 
saw political and civil liberties decline in 
2013. These governments in effect promise 
their citizens order and prosperity in re-
turn for limits on civil and political rights, 
and the larger nations among them work to 
undercut other nations’ reforms while they 
themselves serve as models of autocracy. 
“Russia and China set the standard for this 
kind of authoritarian regime,” says Free-
dom House’s president, David J. Kramer.

Beijing has also demonstrated its influ-

ence in more symbolic ways. When the im-
prisoned Chinese writer Liu Xiaobo won
the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize, it was the first
time since 1936 that neither the winner 
nor any member of his family attended the
award ceremony in Oslo. Beijing saw the 
award as a Western stab at Chinese sover-
eignty and accused the Nobel committee of 
“orchestrating an anti-China farce.” Just
as conspicuously absent were 19 nations 
that had declined to send representatives
as a result of Chinese pressure.

No single figure has caused Beijing as
much consternation as the Dalai Lama. The
Tibetan spiritual leader’s visits to Wash-
ington invariably elicit official protests 
from Beijing. But while the United States
is strong enough to fend off such criticism,
other countries seem less capable. South
Africa has twice denied the Dalai Lama
entry visas in recent years, presumably 
for fear of hindering Chinese investment
in that country. “We are shamelessly suc-
cumbing to Chinese pressure,” lamented
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu. “I 
feel deeply distressed and ashamed.”

To be sure, the U.S. is hardly without
guilt in the human rights arena. Washing-
ton has supported its share of rogues and
dictators in years past, and even today 
counts among its friends a number of il-
liberal, undemocratic regimes. The nar-
row defense of national interests has often
forced Americans to compromise on dem-
ocratic principles. But Beijing’s active un-
dermining of international human rights is 
on another level altogether. 

For the foreseeable future, outsiders will 
have a limited ability to pressure China to 
expand civil and political liberties at home
and accommodate democracy abroad. If 
and when lasting changes come to China, 
they will have to come from within.
Joe Renouard is an associate professor of history 
at the Citadel. This column first appeared in the 
Los Angeles Times. 

KIN CHEUNG/AP

Police officers try to stop a protester from throwing “ghost money” into the Chinese 
liaison office in Hong Kong on Tuesday  to mark the 25th anniversary of China’s
crackdown on pro-democracy protests on Tiananmen Square . The banners read  “Stop 
one party rule in China,” “Memorial,” and “Demand accountability for the massacre.” 

China’s 
formidable 
economic 
influence 
has had a 
disquieting 
effect on 
global 
democracy 
promotion.
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 BY ADAM B. KUSHNER

The Washington Post

Bowe Bergdahl, the U.S. Army ser-
geant seized nearly five years ago 
by the Taliban, is coming home. 
That’s great news for him, for 

his family, for President Barack Obama’s 
standing, and for other soldiers who might 
worry whether the White House would 
parley with terrorists for their release. 
Even the Old Testament praises “the re-
demption of captives” among the highest 
moral acts. Everyone loves a story with a 
happy ending.

But in this case, the sourpusses, spoil-
sports and partisans are right. Swapping 
five Guantanamo detainees in exchange 
for Bergdahl was a terrible idea.

The reasoning here is pretty straight-
forward: When you set up incentives that 
reward kidnappers, you can count on more 
kidnapping. And seen from the Taliban’s 
perspective, the Bergdahl swap was just 
such an incentive. Afghan commanders 
made the great American hegemon violate 
its sacred we-don’t-negotiate-with-terror-
ists creed. And, more importantly, they 
showed the world that one freed Ameri-
can fighter is worth five freed insurgent 
fighters.

In other words, they have every rea-
son to rededicate themselves to acquiring 
more Americans. (Of course, they already 
had this incentive, but the spectacular 
Bergdahl results may prod them to shift 
resources away from, say, assassinating 
local officials toward more abductions.) 
Todd Sandler, an economist at the Univer-
sity of Texas-Dallas, studied four decades 
of data and found that, for every kidnapper 
paid, 2.5 more abductions occurred.

This dynamic has played out in Israel, 
where the government vows to redeem any 
captive — even corpses — at any price. It’s 
a deeply noble sentiment, one enshrined 
in Jewish law as pidyon shvuyim. But it 
leads to heinously, and increasingly, asym-

metrical trades. It got to the point where, 
in 2004, Israel traded 430 Palestinian and 
Lebanese prisoners (plus the remains of 
59) in exchange for three dead soldiers 
and one live one. In the most famous case 
of recent memory, Hamas snatched Gilad 
Shalit, a 19-year-old tank gunner, during a 
Gaza raid in 2006. First, Israel gave up 20 
female prisoners just for proof that Shalit 
was still alive. Then, in 2011, the govern-
ment redeemed him for 1,027 Palestinian 
prisoners (who were said to have been re-
sponsible, collectively, for 569 dead Israeli 
civilians).

Incentives aren’t the only problem; it 

can also be bad for security, even outside 
Afghanistan. “There is no question that the 
Iraqi insurgency learns from Hezbollah 
and that the Taliban learns from the Sunni 
insurgency,” said Steve Simon, a scholar at 
the Washington-based Middle East Insti-
tute, when I asked him about this in 2008.

And there’s no guarantee released pris-
oners will settle quietly into retirement. 
After a 1985 exchange, several liberated 
Palestinians rejoined the armed struggle. 
In Bergdahl’s case, the freed Gitmo pris-
oners had already been designated by the 
Pentagon as “high-risk” operatives “likely 

to pose a threat.” No wonder Afghan lead-
ers are unenthused about the deal; Repub-
licans are right to object.

None of this means that Bergdahl
shouldn’t have been rescued, nor that
Guantanamo detainees should simply lan-
guish there in perpetuity. But a prisoner
exchange sets forth a simple equation for 
U.S. opponents — one that doesn’t help the 
cause. If the U.S. government had truly ex-
hausted every option short of deal-making, 
and it was wedded to bringing Bergdahl
home, it should at least have traded one life
for one life. That’s a fair trade.
Kushner is the editor of PostEverything.  

Prisoner trades are always a terrible idea

Swap is sign we’re easing out of Taliban-fighting business
 BY JOSHUA KEATING

Slate

WASHINGTON

It was only a matter of hours before the 
release of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, held 
by the Taliban for five years, became 
fodder for partisan controversy, with 

administration critics, particularly con-
gressional Republicans, raising questions 
about whether sufficient safeguards have 
been taken to keep the five Taliban detain-
ees released from Guantanamo from re-
turning to the battlefield and whether it’s 
proper for the U.S. to be negotiating with 
terrorists at all.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said it is 
“disturbing that these individuals would 
have the ability to reenter the fight.” Gen. 
James Jones, Obama’s former National Se-
curity Adviser, pointed out that previously 
released detainees have returned to fight-
ing and been involved in attacks against 
Americans.

The Guantanamo recidivism rate has 
been a matter of some controversy, with 
analysts like Peter Bergen and Katherine 
Tiedemann of the New American Founda-
tion arguing that the Defense Department 
has significantly exaggerated the number 
of former Gitmo detainees involved in hos-
tilities against the United States.

But some undoubtedly have, including 

Said Ali al-Shihri, who was held at Guan-
tanamo from 2001 to 2007 and went on to 
become the deputy leader of al-Qaida in 
the Arabian Peninsula after his released. 
(He was killed by a drone strike in Yemen 
last year.)

According to the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence, the confirmed 
recidivism rate for the 603 Guantanamo 
detainees released as of July 2013 was 16.6 
percent with an additional 12.3 percent 
“suspected of reengaging.” That sounds 
high, though it’s significantly lower than 
the recidivism rate for the U.S. criminal 
justice system. Also, the rates are dropping 
— of the 71 prisoners released between 
2009 and 2013, only three are confirmed 
to have reengaged. That’s a 4.2 percent 
rate compared to 18.2 percent before that 
year.

Of course, the five being released from 
Guantanamo are not just low-level fighters 
or bystanders swept up in the wake of 9/11. 
They are all former senior Taliban leaders, 

implicated in attacks against U.S. forces, 
cooperation with al-Qaida and atrocities 
against civilians. One, Mohammad Fazl, 
is the Taliban’s former deputy defense 
minister. Under the deal, the five will be 
flown to Qatar and placed under a one-year 
travel ban.

Is the administration simply uncon-
cerned about these five rejoining the fight? 
More likely the deal is part of a larger 
push, also on display in last week’s troop 
withdrawal announcement, to disengage 
the U.S. from the war against the Taliban.

The reason that the detainee recidivism 
rates have been dropping is probably not 
because Guantanamo has become so much 
more effective at rehabilitating detainees. 
It more likely that, as the U.S. has drawn 
down its troop presence in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, there are fewer opportunities to 
engage in hostilities against Americans in 
these countries.

If all goes according to plan, by the time 
these five can get back to Afghanistan, 

they won’t pose much of a threat to U.S.
troops because there won’t be that many 
U.S. troops there for them to fight.

Despite what some are saying is a funda-
mental abandonment of the U.S. practice 
of not negotiating with terrorists, this is not
the first time in the global war on terror-
ism that the U.S. has reached out to groups
who have attacked U.S. troops in the past. 
See Anbar, 2007.

Of course, there are still concerns that, 
like al-Shihri before them, they could par-
ticipate in global terrorism. But it seems as
if U.S. policymakers have concluded that
fighting the Taliban in Afghanistan is no
longer a particularly effective way of com-
bating terrorism internationally.

A 2011 report by the Kandahar-based
researchers Alex Strick van Linschoten
and Felix Kuehn, who are about as 
plugged-in to Taliban sources as any West-
ern researchers could ever possibly be, 
suggested that opportunities were ripe for 
a break between the Taliban and al-Qaida, 
but that continued U.S. military activities 
in Afghanistan were making such a break
less likely. The two groups, whose relation-
ship was always a bit fraught, may have
drifted even further apart in the wake of
Osama bin Laden’s death.
Keating is a staff writer at Slate focusing on inter-
national news, social science and related topics.  

VOICE OF JIHAD WEBSITE VIA AP VIDEO/AP 

Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, an American soldier held by the Taliban for five years, waits in a vehicle guarded by the Taliban in eastern 
Afghanistan, just before he is handed over to U.S. forces Saturday. 

If all goes according to plan, by the time these five 
can get back to Afghanistan, they won’t pose much of 
a threat to U.S. troops because there won’t be that 
many U.S. troops there for them to fight.
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Official: Deal soon to be 
signed for Rosie’s plant 

MI DETROIT  — The leader 
of an effort to save a por-

tion of Rosie the Riveter’s old De-
troit-area factory sa id his group 
is moving forward on a purchase 
agreement for the property and 
could begin construction as early 
as this fall.

Yankee Air Museum founder 
Dennis Norton sa id he and the 
facility’s owner soon will sign the 
deal and expect to formally close 
on the sale next month.

Norton’s group raised millions 
to buy a 150,000-square-foot piece 
of the plant for use as the new 
home of the Yankee Air Museum. 
The rest of the Ypsilanti Township 
factory where Rose Will Monroe 
helped make bombers during 
World War II is being razed. 

Police confiscate 
$3M worth of shoes  

KY RADCLIFF  — Police 
are investigating after 

finding $3 million worth of missing 
shoes at a central Kentucky home.

Media outlets report that offi-
cers with the Radcliff Police De-
partment confiscated thousands 
of pairs of Nike shoes that were 
scattered in front of the home.

According to a search warrant 

filed last week, the shoes were 
supposed to be shipped in 2009 
from a Nike distribution center 
in Tennessee to another one in 
Texas, but never made it.

The women who were in pos-
session of the shoes said they had 
purchased them from someone 
else and didn’t know they were 
stolen. They said they were sell-
ing them at a flea market. 

Woman nearly hit by 
stray bullet, 2 charged 

MT BILLINGS  — Two 
Billings men face crim-

inal charges after a bullet fired by 
one of them during target practice 
narrowly missed a woman who 
was peeling potatoes.

The Billings Gazette report  
 Terry McCurdy, 40, and  Douglas 
Johnson, 39, appeared in Justice 
Court Friday on negligent endan-
germent charges.

Charging documents sa id the 
woman was standing at her kitchen 
sink on May 15 when she and her 
husband heard a loud pop. They 
spotted a hole in the kitchen wall 
and found a bullet on the floor.

 Two Yellowstone County depu-
ties reported a bullet struck the 
cabinet about a foot above where 
the woman had been standing. 
Deputies located McCurdy and 
Johnson about 800 yards away.  

Puppy drives car into 
Massachusetts pond 

MA CANTON  — After 
going for a walk, a 

German shepherd puppy owned 
by a Massachusetts man decided 
to go for a drive — straight into 
a pond.

John Costello  said his 12-week-
old puppy, Rosie, was so excited 
Sunday after going for a walk at 
Bolivar Pond in Canton that she 
jumped in his running car, hit the 
gear stick and shifted into drive, 
before falling onto the gas pedal 
and sending the car careening 
into the water.

A couple of passers-by saw the 
commotion and helped Costello 
rescue Rosie.  

The 911 call surprised even po-
lice. Officer Robert Quirk says he 
has never heard of a dog driving 
into a pond .

Octogenarians scare 
off would-be robber 

WA MILTON  — A Wash-
ington state couple 

in their 80s say they managed 
to spook a would-be robber who 
burst into their home shortly after 
they returned from a Tacoma ca-
sino where they won $500.

KOMO-TV report ed Jim and 
Betty Lilja, of Milton, wonder 

whether they were  followed
home.

They say a man in his 20s barged
into their home  May 23  with his
hand in his pocket. He demanded
their money and threatened to
shoot. Jim Lilja says he told the 
intruder he was 85 years old, so
“if you want to shoot, go ahead and 
shoot.”

 The couple ran outside, and Jim
Lilja decided to push the alarm
button on his car key. That sent
the robber racing out of the house 
— without the couple’s cash. 

Police: Man took 
fire truck joyride 

PA BRIDGEWATER  — A
Pennsylvania man has

been accused of sneaking into 
a fire department and taking a 
woman on a 30-minute joyride in
a fire truck.

The Beaver County Times  re-
port ed that fire officials saw Randy
Allen Davidson — who is not a fire-
fighter — enter the Bridgewater
Volunteer Fire Department about
midnight May 26, grab the vehicle’s
keys and drive the truck away with
a woman in the passenger seat.

Police sa id Davidson returned 
the truck and the keys to their
original positions about 30 min-
utes later. 
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

60
 Transit workers call in 
sick , causing delays

CA SAN FRANCISCO  — 
San Francisco’s famed 

cable cars halted for a second 
straight day, and the rest of the 
city’s transit system experienced 
delays after drivers called in sick 
again on Tuesday, days after over-
whelmingly rejecting a new labor 
contract, officials said.

The San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency said it was 
running about half of its normal 
weekday service. Though that was 
up from a day earlier, riders were 
warned that they would still expe-
rience significant delays.  

 2,200 operators represented by 
Transport Workers Union Local 
250-A rejected the contract by a 
1,198 to 42 vote Friday, according 
to totals on the union’s web site. 
The workers are not allowed to go 
on strike, but they can call in sick.   

I-495 bridge closure 
to cause traffic woes 

DE DOVER  — The emer-
gency closing of an inter-

state bridge in Delaware because 
some support columns are tilted 
could mean major headaches  for 
motorists on the heavily traveled 
Interstate 95 corridor through the 
Mid-Atlantic region, officials say.

State officials ordered the clos-
ing Monday of the Interstate 495 
bridge over the Christina River in 
Wilmington, Del , after discover-
ing that four supporting columns 
were tilting.  The 4,800-foot bridge 
normally carries about 90,000 
vehicles a day on I-495, which 
diverts traffic around the city of 
Wilmington and toward the Port 
of Wilmington.  

THE CENSUS

Bello Nock, a seventh-generation circus performer, in an attempt to set a record for The Longest Continuous Interview on a Wire, sits 27 feet above New York’s Times Square 
on Tuesday . This eight hour stunt kicks off the “Summer of Bello” which will culminate Aug. 30  in an attempt to perform fifteen death defying stunts in Las Vegas. 

High-strung interview
RICHARD DREW/AP

The weight in pounds of a runaway tortoise that is back  home in Michigan after disappearing for 
several days and making it about a half-mile during that time.  The pet,  Franklin, strayed from his home 
in Davison Township on Thursday  and was found  Sunday. Owner Chris Breuhan said family members 
walked his 10-acre property and started putting up flyers to see whether anyone had spotted Franklin. 
 The man who found him saw one of the flyers, and Franklin was brought back home. Breuhan sa id he 
was concerned that Franklin might get run over by a vehicle . “Nothing will eat him,” Breuhan said, noting 
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150 YEARS ON HALLOWED GROUND

Among the notables:
� Presidents William 

Howard Taft and John F. 
Kennedy. Jacqueline Bou-
vier Kennedy Onassis was 
buried beside JFK in 1994. 
Kennedy’s grave is marked 
with an eternal flame.
� Chief Justices Earl 

Warren, Warren Burger and 
William Rehnquist
� Senators and brothers 

Robert F. and Edward M. 
Kennedy
� 5-Star General George 

C. Marshall
� Pulitzer Prize-winning 

war correspondent Margari-
ette Higgins, the only woman 
correspondent to cover the 
Korean War
� Dashiell Hammett, who 

wrote numerous detective 
novels, including “The Mal-
tese Falcon” and “The Thin 
Man” in 1930s, served in 
World Wars I and II and was 
jailed during the McCarthy 
era as communist threat.
� Spotswood Poles, who 

was one of the best baseball 
players in the Negro Leagues 
during the early 1900s with 
a batting average of .487
� Audie Murphy, WWII’s 

most decorated soldier and 
movie actor who made more 
than 40 films
� Glenn Miller, the noted 

composer and Big Band 
leader, has a headstone at 
Arlington, but his body was 
never found after his plane 
crashed over the English 
Channel in 1944.
� Pvt. William Henry 

Christman, 67th Pennsyl-
vania Infantry, first military 
servicemember interred in 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
May 13, 1864
 � Anita Newcomb 

McGee, who was the first 
woman Army surgeon in 
1898, and founder of the 
Army Nurse Corps in 1900
� Walter Reed, a pioneer 

bacteriologist who led experi-
ments establishing mosquito 
transmission of Yellow Fever
� Astronauts Lt. Col. 

Virgil “Gus” Grissom and Lt. 
Cmdr. Roger Chaffee, who 
were killed in a fire aboard 
their Apollo spacecraft at 
Cape Canaveral, Fla. They 
are buried next to one 
another.
� Mark Matthews, the 

oldest of the Buffalo Soldiers, 
at 111
� Medgar Evers, civil 

rights leader killed in Missis-
sippi in 1963
� Thurgood Marshall, 

First African-American Su-
preme Court justice
SOURCE: Arlington National Cemetery

BY CARLOS BONGIOANNI

Stars and Stripes

Known for its impeccable precision, 
the changing of the guard at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is one 
of Arlington National Cemetery’s 

most popular attractions.
Played out every half-hour during the 

cemetery’s summer schedule and every hour 
the rest of the year, the ceremony marks the 
end of one sentinel’s tour of “walking the 
mat,” and the start of another’s. 
The scene typically evokes a 
hushed awe from onlook-
ers as they watch the 
sentinels perform 
their duties with 
meticulous ex-
actness. Every 
footstep, hand 
placement and 
eye movement 
is measured.

The elite 
tomb guard unit 
is responsible for 
safe-guarding the 
tomb 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. The 
platoon is made up of 31 
soldiers from the 3rd Infantry 
Regiment. Also known as the “Old Guard,” 
the regiment primarily serves as the official 
U.S. Honor Guard, performing ceremonial du-
ties for the White House, Pentagon, Arlington 
and other national memorials in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area.

Ensuring nothing dishonorable happens at 
the tomb is a top priority. “The biggest fear 
sentinels have is that something might happen 
to the tomb … to the unknowns,” said Sgt. 1st 
Class Tanner Welch, sergeant of the guard for 
the Tomb of the Unknowns Soldier Platoon. 
“Somebody could throw a can of paint or 
something at the tomb. And for a sentinel, to 
have that desecration and disrespect toward 
the unknowns happen on their watch … that’s 
probably their number one fear.”

After serving in the 3rd Infantry Regi-
ment for six months, soldiers are allowed 

to apply for specialty platoons such 
as the tomb guard unit. All that’s 

required, noted Welch, is some 
“old-fashioned discipline.” 

Many try out but few are 
chosen for the job.

“Nothing we do here 
is rocket science,” said 
Welch, 30. “It’s just very 
basic tasks done to a 
very high standard.”

The high standard that 
so impresses the crowds 

is a barrier that nine out of 
every 10 soldiers who apply 

 are unable to hurdle. The 10 
percent who do make it in have 

typically been through about eight 
months of rigorous training.

The training includes a series of uniform 
tests, knowledge tests and outside-perfor-
mance tests.

On the uniform portion , the amount of 
“deficiencies” trainees are allowed on their 

uniform inspections dwindles until, on the 
final test, only two “minor deficiencies” are 
allowed. Minor deficiencies are anything 
between 1/64th of an inch to 1/32nd of an inch 
off from the standard. Anything more than 
1/32nd of an inch off is considered a major 
deficiency, and would  cause a trainee to fail 
the program.

For the knowledge test, trainees are re-
quired to memorize a 17-page  pamphlet. On 
the final knowledge test, they’re allowed  10 
deficiencies.

It may sound like a lot, but to put it into per-
spective, Welch noted that if a trainee missed 
just one comma per page that would be almost 
double the allowable deficiencies. And, yes, 
punctuation marks count.

On the outside-performance test, trainees 
again are allowed just two minor deficiencies 
on their final test.  

“It’s incredibly humbling to know that 
everything you do is for somebody else,” 
said Welch, speaking of the dedication and 
devotion the sentinels must show to have the 
privilege of standing guard for the unknowns. 
“There’s a lot of time spent being told, ‘You 
don’t meet the standard, you don’t meet the 
standard, you don’t meet the standard.’ When 
you finally get to the point where it’s like, ‘OK, 
you met the standard, now continue that in 
somebody else’s name,’ it’s a great thing.” 

The volunteers put out their best for little to 
no reward. “It speaks to a lot of people in what 
they hope the world will be like,” Welch said. 

“You know, if more people were like tomb 
guards, the world would be a better place.”
bongioanni.carlos@stripes.com

‘Old-fashioned discipline’

‘ Nothing we do here 
is rocket science. It’s 
just very basic tasks 
done to a very high 

standard. ’
Sgt. 1st Class Tanner Welch

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Platoon 
sergeant of the guard

ARLINGTON
WHO’S THERE?

Sgt. 1st 
Class Tanner 

Welch assists 
President 

Barack Obama 
in laying a 
wreath at 

the Tomb of 
the Unknown 

Soldier in 2013.
Courtesy of

the U.S. Army
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A Supreme Court ruling in 
1882 could have resulted in 
the exhumation of 17,000 
graves.  More than a decade 
after Robert E. Lee’s death, 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that the U.S. government 
had seized his estate without 
due process and ordered it 
returned to his family in the 
same condition as when it 
was illegally confiscated. If 
followed, the ruling could 
have required the exhuma-
tion of all of Arlington’s 
dead, but instead Lee’s son 
officially sold the property to 
Congress for $150,000 in 
1883.

�
Nearly 3,800 “citizens” 

or “contrabands” (former 
slaves who were living in 
Freedman’s Village on the 
Arlington Estate) are interred 
in Section 27. 

�
Three enemy combat-

ants are buried at Arlington 
— one Italian and three 
German POW who died in 
captivity in Washington, D.C. 

�
The first graves in Ar-

lington National Cemetery 
were dug by James Parks, a 
former Arlington Estate slave. 
Buried in Section 15. Parks 
is the only person buried 
there who was born on the 
property.

�
Individuals may request 

a flag to be flown over the 
Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. 

�
Not allowed: playing 

musical instruments, bringing 
pets or having picnics. Check 
for more rules before you go.

�
The Old Amphitheater has 

a new name. 
On May 30, the building 

was renamed after Civil War 
wounded warrior James R. 
Tanner, who is buried a few 
yards away in Section 2, 
Grave 877.

Tanner, a corporal in the 
87th New York Volunteer In-
fantry, lost both legs after the 
Second Battle of Bull Run 
in 1862. He later became 
a stenographer and was 
present at Abraham Lincoln’s 
deathbed. He was also an 
advocate for veterans’ rights.

The building was used 
from 1873-1920 before the 
Memorial Amphitheater was 
dedicated. 

SOURCES: www.history.com;
www.arlingtoncemetery.mil;

www.connectionnewspapers.com

150 YEARS ON HALLOWED GROUND

No one 
is ever 
buried 
alone

BY MEREDITH TIBBETTS

Stars and Stripes

Arlington National 
Cemetary is a spe-
cial place for Doreen 
Huylebroeck. 

She brings her 5-year-old 
grandson there at least once a 
week, and he knows where his 
grandfather is buried. He goes 
right to the grave and kisses the 
headstone, she said. 

“Every day is so meaningful,” 
she said. “I love walking around 
and seeing the history.”

Huylebroeck is part of that 
history. Five years ago, she joined 
the Arlington Ladies, an organi-
zation that makes certain no one 
is ever buried alone. 

It was founded in 1948, when 
then Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Air Force Hoyt Vandenberg and 
his wife, Gladys, were walking 
through the cemetery. The couple 
noticed a funeral being held, but 
the only people there were the 
chaplain and honor guard. The 
Vandenbergs thought that wasn’t 
right, and she started a tradition. 

The women are at Arlington 
despite rain, snow and extreme 
heat, attending funerals as a way 
to give back to military heroes.

“The military person is a hero 
and he deserves it. It’s just a 
special way to honor him and be 
there,” Huylebroeck said. “It’s 
our way of saying thank you to 
him for his service.” 

The Arlington Ladies is an 
umbrella group, with volunteers 
from the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy 
and Coast Guard. The Marine 
Corps have their own group, sepa-
rate from the Arlington Ladies. 

Huylebroeck 
joined two 
years 

after her own husband, 
Chief Petty Officer Edward 
Huylebroeck, was buried at 
Arlington. She said it took a few 
nudges from friends before she 
signed up. 

“After my husband died, I cried 
and cried, but you get to the 

point where you say you 
really do want to give 

back,” she said. 
Huylebroeck 

attends mostly 
Navy funerals, 
and is one of 
about 50 women 
who volunteer 
for the Navy. 
The Army, a 
much bigger 
service branch, 

has many more 
women to compen-

sate for more funer-
als. All the women 

in the group have a 
direct connection to 

the military. Huylebroeck said 
most are military spouses, but 
some are also military daughters. 
The Navy women work half days: 
There are about six  funerals a 
day for US Navy servicemembers 
at Arlington, so one person will 
cover the morning funerals and 
another will attend three more in 
the afternoon. 

“I never thought I could be an 
Arlington Lady. I thought I would 
cry no matter what,” she said. 
“You just have that inner strength 
and you know you are there for 
support for the family.”

And Huylebroeck goes above 
and beyond to do that. The Navy 
women meet relatives in the fam-
ily room before a service; other 
branches do not.  Huylebroeck 
takes the time to get to know the 
family a bit. She reads an obitu-
ary beforehand, so she has talk-
ing points and a way to connect. 
If a family isn’t local, she gives 
them her contact information 

and offers to place flowers on the 
grave on a birthday or anniver-
sary. She pays for the bouquet out 
of her own pocket and says she 
is nothing but a link between the 
family and the grave. 

“It’s the least I can do. I would 
appreciate it if someone did it for 
me,” she said. 

She’s attended close to 500 
funerals, she said, and some are 
harder than others. She recently 
attended the funeral of Mark 
Mayo, a sailor from Maryland 
who was shot and killed protect-
ing another sailor aboard USS 
Mahan at Naval Station Norfolk.

That funeral, she said, was 
particularly hard. So was
attending the funerals of a
2-year-old and twin babies. 

“This year isn’t really any 
more special than last year or 
next year,” she said of Arlington, 
which is marking its 150th anni-
versary. “It’s just always special.” 
tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com

ARLINGTON
JUST THE FACTS

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Doreen Huylebroeck offers condolences to Decondi Mayo, father of Petty Officer 2nd Class Mark Mayo, 
during the funeral service at Arlington National Cemetery in April.

‘ The military person is 
a hero and he deserves 

it. It’s just a special 
way to honor him and 
be there. It’s our way 
of saying thank you to 
him for his service. ’

Doreen Huylebroeck
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150 YEARS ON HALLOWED GROUND

ARLINGTON
S E C T I O N  6 0

BY MEREDITH TIBBETTS

Stars and Stripes

The final resting place for more than 
400,000 active duty servicemembers, 
veterans and their families is 624 
acres of peace and beauty. 

Maintaining the beauty at one of the oldest 
cemeteries in the United States falls to a small 
group of people, three of whom are govern-
ment employees, including Horticulturist 
Division Chief Steve Van Hoven. Additional 
contract employees help out as well. 

There are 8,500 trees — 300 varieties 
— spread across the acreage. The oldest tree in 
the cemetery is estimated to be 250 years old. 
But that estimate could be off — it’s hard to 
tell how old a tree is until 
it falls over and someone 
can count the rings. Van 
Hoven said about 100 
trees predate the Civil 
War, and some even pre-
date Arlington House, the 
former home of Robert 
E. Lee. 

“We plant about 250 
trees every year. Those 
are mostly to replace 
trees that either die of 
disease, insect pests, fall 
over in a storm. Usually we are just planting 
the same tree in the location” of a dead one, 
Van Hoven, 44, said. 

Dying trees aren’t the only problem for hor-
ticulturists. At Arlington, some trees grow over 
— or start to uproot — grave markers. When 
that happens, the grave gets a foot marker to 
keep it within Army regulations. When a tree 
located between gravestones is replaced, a 
smaller tree is planted to prevent overgrowth. 

“It takes a lot of planning. You need to be or-
ganized and you need to think ahead. You can’t 
just go out there you know, three days before (a 
funeral) and say that tree isn’t looking good or 
the turf is a problem,” Van Hoven said. 

He has worked at Arlington since 2006, 
when he was hired as an urban forester. Before 
that, he worked at the Smithsonian Institution 
for two years. 

“They are two very different missions,” each 
with high visibility, Van Hoven said. “Arlington 
National Cemetery is the most sacred ground 
and it is an honor to work here. Horticulture is 
not the main focus, but we are proud to keep 
Arlington beautiful as the backdrop.” 

His time is split between office work and 
field work, but this time of year — spring and 
summer — he spends most of his time outdoors 
supervising.

The contractors are the people who literally 
get their hands dirty, while Van Hoven does 
diagnostics and surveys to see what needs to 
be done. 

“I really like being out in the field, dealing 
with the plants and trees and not doing paper-
work,” the New York native said. 

Each section of the cemetery is mowed at 
least once a week during the growing season, 
and each tree gets pruned about once every 
four years. 

The landscape of the cemetery is changing, 
as projects expand the land and rework unde-
veloped land.

This will provide additional space for 
in-ground and above-ground burials. The 
cemetery’s ninth Columbarium Court was 
dedicated last year.

Just last month, the cemetery was named to 
the National Park Services’ National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Arlington is also in the process of becoming 
an arboretum, which involves labeling a por-
tion of the trees.

“These very simply tell visitors what sort 
of trees they are as they walk by,” Van Hoven 
said. “Most of those are going to be found along 
major walkways and tourist areas as you walk 
through the cemetery.”

Labeled trees were picked based on their 
species and how noteworthy they are. For 

Van Hoven
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Four seasonsat Arlington

“Christopher David Horton, 
Spc. U.S. Army, Afghanistan, 
Oct. 1, 1984, Sept. 9, 2011, 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
Valiant Warrior, Fearless 
Sniper” are words on one of 
more than 900 graves from 
the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars in the cemetery’s Sec-
tion 60.

For the dead — like Hor-
ton, killed in a hail of enemy 
AK-47 fire — the words are 
a spare summary of sacrifice; 
what Abraham Lincoln called 
“the last full measure of 
devotion.”

It was the outpouring 
of grief by young widows, 
parents and battle buddies 
that led to the only consis-
tent splash of color within 
the cemetery — the bal-
loons, childhood drawings, 
stuffed Easter bunnies and 
unopened bottles of beer left 
on the graves of Iraq and 
Afghanistan war dead.

The now-widely recog-
nized Section 60 is a long 
stroll from popular tourist 
sites such as the Kennedy 
grave and the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. Unlike the 
deceased retired military that 
make up most of the 27-30 
burials that occur at Arlington 
each day, the dead of Sec-
tion 60 were so young, that 
the grieving here is far more 
intense.

So it is a place where a 
grieving father may be seen 
laying prostrate on his son’s 
grave or where a mother sits 
in a thunderous downpour 
unaware that her lawn chair 
is sinking into a softening 
earth.

Those who mourn regu-
larly have coalesced into a 
kind of club, but one that one 
mother conceded “nobody 
wants to be in.”

— Gregg Zoroya,
USA Today

‘A big honor ... a big responsibility’

example, two state championship trees at 
Arlington have special labels. There are also 36 
memorial trees that serve as a living tribute to 
Medal of Honor recipients. 

“It’s a big honor and a big responsibility,” 
Van Hoven said of working at the cemetery. “It 
can be a challenging place.”
tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com
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150 YEARS ON HALLOWED GROUND

ARLINGTON
THE NUMBERS

400,000
active duty servicemembers, 
veterans and their families

are buried there

7,000
services held each year,

with 27-30 eash weekday
and six to eight on Saturdays

624
acres of cemetery

24
lingering notes of “Taps”

‘You are still dealing with death’
BY MEREDITH TIBBETTS

Stars and Stripes

When families are 
at their most vul-
nerable, huddling 
together and recall-

ing the memory of their recently 
deceased over a new grave, the 
caretakers of Arlington National 
Cemetery fade into the back-
ground. But behind the scenes, 
they provide one of the most 
important tasks: They bury the 
dead. 

Jeffrey Lee spent three years 
as a caretaker at Arlington 
before being promoted to his 
current position as a cemetery 
representative. The job, he said, 
is emotionally and physically 
demanding. 

“As a caretaker we covered 
pretty much everything from 
internments to inurnments, 
closing the gravesites, setting 
up gravesites, all preparation 
for funeral services. We replace 
headstones. We make sure graves 
are closed properly and covered 
up.”

Lee, who is a native of the 
Washington, D.C., area, started 
out as a caretaker contractor with 
a company for about five years, 
and when his contract job came to 
Arlington, he said he instantly fell 
in love with the place.

After the company lost the 
contract, a new company picked it 
up and Lee moved to that com-
pany to stay with Arlington. A 
few months later he was working 
directly for Arlington. 

“This is one of the few places 
that I could see a career coming 
out of it,” said Lee, 41. 

Being a cemetery representa-
tive is less hands-on than his 
role as a caretaker. He no longer 
repairs graves; instead he makes 
direct contact with the family of 
the deceased.

The day before a funeral, he 
calls the family to introduce 
himself, make a connection and to 
make it less awkward on the day 
of burial when they meet in the 
family room. 

“Grief comes in all different 
types. Some people are angry. 
Some people laugh to hide the 
grief. Some people just take it 
harshly. It’s knowing people and 

knowing how to deal in those 
situations,” that are key to his job, 
Lee said.  

From a caretaker’s perspective, 
you deal with families as well, 
but in a different way, he said. He 
said you see first-hand the fami-
lies grieving over a headstone. 

Lee never served in the mili-
tary. “I think every service, every 
branch of service, makes me feel 

like I wished I could have served.
“This place is so rich in his-

tory,” he said. 
But no funeral is ever easy. 
“At the end of the day, you are 

still dealing with death,” he said. 
“Even when a family comes in 
and they are in a good mood, 
you know deep inside they are in 
pain.”
tibbetts.meredith@stripes.com

MEREDITH TIBBETTS/Stars and Stripes

Jeffrey Lee, a former caretaker and current cemetery representative, poses at Arlington National Cemetery.
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 BY TOM KRISHER

The Associated Press

DETROIT  — To understand 
how General Motors allowed a 
problem with a small part to bal-
loon into a crisis, look at the orga-
nization chart.

As of early last year, the director 
of vehicle safety was four rungs 
down the ladder from the CEO, 
according to a copy of the chart 
obtained by The Associated Press. 
Finance, sales and public relations 
had a direct path to the top.

“What’s a higher priority than 
product safety?” asks Yale Uni-
versity management and law pro-
fessor Jonathan Macey, author of 
a book on corporate governance. 
“The organization chart does 
obviously reflect a company’s 
priorities.”

That structure — as well as 
what new CEO Mary Barra has 
called a culture that valued cost 
savings over safety — is likely to 
be a prime target in a report ex-
pected this week from former U.S. 
Attorney Anton Valukas. He was 
hired by GM to investigate why 

the company took more than a de-
cade to recall millions of cars with 
a defective ignition switch that 
has now been linked to at least 13 
deaths.

Ford and Chrysler, GM’s main 
Detroit competitors, have safety 
directors higher on their charts 
than GM does.

Management experts inter-
viewed by the AP say safety ranks 
higher at other companies as well, 
especially food, drug and chemical 
makers. At some, the safety chief 
has direct access to the CEO.

It’s unclear if the report will dis-
cuss the role of top managers in the 
crisis. Up to now, no evidence has 
emerged to suggest that top GM 
executives knew about the switch 
problem before late last year.

Internal investigations typically 
blame the bureaucracy, not the 
bureaucrats, says Erik Gordon, a 
business and law professor at the 
University of Michigan.

“Generally they come up with 
something that looks good enough 
to the outside world without dam-
aging top management,” Gordon 
says.

Valukas is expected to recom-
mend streamlining the bureaucra-
cy so employees can more easily 
report problems to top officials. 
Barra has already taken steps in 
that direction. Among them:
� She moved the safety chief 

up one level and gave the job to 
Jeff Boyer, a longtime GM engi-
neer. Boyer says he has been pro-
vided access to Barra and one of 

her top lieutenants.
� Instead of a series of commit-

tees, one five-person body makes 
recall decisions.
� Barra started a campaign to 

encourage workers to speak up 
when they see safety problems 
that aren’t being addressed.

 Kathryn Harrigan, professor 
of business leadership at Co-
lumbia University,  suggests that 
GM’s board form a safety com-
mittee to review issues, as is the 
practice at some food and chemi-
cal companies.  

Thursday, June 5, 2014

Military rates
Euro costs (June 5) ...........................$1.3988
Dollar buys (June 5) .........................€0.7149 
British pound (June 5) ......................... $1.72
Japanese yen (June 5) .........................99.00
South Korean won (June 5) ..............998.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.6752
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0928
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2499
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4814
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1508
Euro ........................................ $1.3616/0.7345
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7528
Hungary (Forint) .................................223.99
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4787
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.58
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2822
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9961
Philippines (Peso).................................43.90
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.04
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7507
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2572
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,025.52
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8966
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.67
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1192
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.44

Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 99 73 Clr
Akron, Ohio 69 53 Cldy
Albany, N.Y. 63 58 Rain
Albuquerque 96 64 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 73 61 Rain
Amarillo 92 66 Clr
Anchorage 64 49 Cldy
Asheville 82 63 Cldy
Atlanta 88 71 PCldy
Atlantic City 81 66 Rain
Austin 92 72 Cldy
Baltimore 82 66 Cldy
Baton Rouge 92 72 PCldy
Billings 74 53 PCldy
Birmingham 89 73 PCldy
Bismarck 80 54 Clr
Boise 82 50 Clr
Boston 63 57 Rain
Bridgeport 70 62 Rain
Brownsville 91 75 PCldy
Buffalo 64 51 Cldy
Burlington, Vt. 66 53 Rain
Caribou, Maine 67 55 Rain
Casper 79 44 PCldy
Charleston, S.C. 93 71 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 78 63 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 89 70 Rain

Chattanooga 88 71 Cldy
Cheyenne 71 48 PCldy
Chicago 71 51 Clr
Cincinnati 75 59 PCldy
Cleveland 66 53 Cldy
Colorado Springs 73 53 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 97 72 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 92 72 PCldy
Columbus, Ohio 73 57 PCldy
Concord, N.H. 65 54 Rain
Corpus Christi 91 74 PCldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 97 76 PCldy
Dayton 73 55 PCldy
Daytona Beach 89 69 PCldy
Denver 78 53 PCldy
Des Moines 76 56 PCldy
Detroit 71 50 PCldy
Duluth 69 48 Cldy
El Paso 105 78 Clr
Elkins 72 60 Rain
Erie 65 52 Cldy
Eugene 73 43 PCldy
Evansville 78 63 PCldy
Fairbanks 66 46 Cldy
Fargo 80 60 Rain
Flagstaff 80 39 Clr
Flint 70 47 PCldy
Fort Smith 88 73 Cldy

Fort Wayne 72 51 PCldy
Fresno 98 65 Clr
Goodland 79 59 Cldy
Grand Junction 89 56 Clr
Grand Rapids 72 50 Clr
Great Falls 65 46 PCldy
Green Bay 73 44 Clr
Greensboro, N.C. 88 68 Cldy
Harrisburg 76 63 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 67 59 Rain
Helena 74 48 PCldy
Honolulu 86 75 Clr
Houston 92 74 Cldy
Huntsville 86 71 Cldy
Indianapolis 73 59 PCldy
Jackson, Miss. 91 73 PCldy
Jacksonville 92 70 Clr
Juneau 61 44 Cldy
Kansas City 74 62 Cldy
Key West 87 79 Cldy
Knoxville 86 71 Cldy
Lake Charles 90 75 PCldy
Lansing 72 51 PCldy
Las Vegas 101 74 Clr
Lexington 76 63 PCldy
Lincoln 79 60 PCldy
Little Rock 89 72 Cldy
Los Angeles 78 63 PCldy

Louisville 77 65 PCldy
Lubbock 100 70 PCldy
Macon 93 69 PCldy
Madison 75 47 Clr
Medford 86 52 Clr
Memphis 87 74 Cldy
Miami Beach 85 76 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 102 72 Clr
Milwaukee 67 48 Clr
Mpls-St. Paul 75 58 PCldy
Missoula 75 47 PCldy
Mobile 88 70 PCldy
Montgomery 92 70 Clr
Nashville 84 72 Cldy
New Orleans 88 73 PCldy
New York City 70 64 Rain
Newark 73 65 Rain
Norfolk, Va. 88 70 Rain
North Platte 78 56 Cldy
Oklahoma City 93 74 PCldy
Omaha 78 60 PCldy
Orlando 93 69 PCldy
Paducah 80 67 PCldy
Pendleton 81 51 Clr
Peoria 76 55 PCldy
Philadelphia 79 66 Rain
Phoenix 110 78 Clr
Pittsburgh 73 59 Rain

Pocatello 81 44 Clr
Portland, Maine 61 52 Rain
Portland, Ore. 74 52 PCldy
Providence 66 58 Rain
Pueblo 79 56 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 92 69 Cldy
Rapid City 76 52 PCldy
Reno 89 56 Clr
Richmond 87 69 Rain
Roanoke 83 67 Cldy
Rochester 65 53 Cldy
Rockford 75 50 Clr
Sacramento 94 57 Clr
St. Louis 77 62 PCldy
St. Petersburg 89 78 PCldy
St. Thomas 88 79 Cldy
Salem, Ore. 74 47 Clr
Salt Lake City 83 57 Clr
San Angelo 100 72 Clr
San Antonio 94 73 PCldy
San Diego 74 63 PCldy
San Francisco 72 55 PCldy
San Jose 82 55 Clr
San Juan, P.R. 87 79 Cldy
Santa Fe 91 52 Clr
St. Ste Marie 66 40 Clr
Savannah 95 71 PCldy
Seattle 71 51 PCldy

Shreveport 93 73 PCldy
Sioux City 79 59 PCldy
Sioux Falls 77 58 Cldy
South Bend 71 51 PCldy
Spokane 74 49 Clr
Springfield, Ill. 76 57 PCldy
Springfield, Mo. 77 68 Rain
Syracuse 66 51 Cldy
Tallahassee 92 69 PCldy
Tampa 91 76 PCldy
Toledo 70 52 PCldy
Topeka 76 62 Cldy
Tucson 107 73 Clr
Tulsa 88 73 Cldy
Tupelo 90 72 Cldy
Waco 95 74 PCldy
Washington, D.C. 83 69 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 87 76 PCldy
Wichita 84 68 Rain
Wichita Falls 100 75 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 68 57 Rain
Wilmington, Del. 79 65 Rain
Yakima 79 50 Clr
Youngstown 69 52 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tues., 109, El Paso, Texas 
Lo: Tues., 25, Mammoth Lakes, Calif.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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THURSDAY IN EUROPE
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Before recalls, safety low priority at GM
As of early last year, GM’s director 
of vehicle safety was four rungs 
down the ladder from the CEO, 
according to a copy of the chart 
obtained by The Associated Press. 
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VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19500.00
very clean black GTI with 220
hp 4 door sunroof US spec.
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Honda, Civic SI , 2012
$20000.00, 6 speed, 4-door, US
Spec, 015146603465, A_ketch
um03@hotmail.com

Chevrolet, Astro Van, 2005,
custom made, fully loaded, good
condition, please email for more
pictures. Stuttgart area, $14,000
o r  b e s t  o f f e r .
catfingers@yahoo.com

Corvette, Coupe, 2000, hite,
Black Leather, Auto Trans, Fully
loaded, 55,000 Miles. Exc.
Cond. Both white and clear
changeable Roof Top. Only
driven in the summer. Stored
and cover-up in a Garage.
$16,500.00 Firm. Contact:
0172-533-4360.

Honda, Civic, 2012 $20000.00,
SI, 6 speed, 4-door, US Spec,
015146603465 A_ketchum03@
hotmail.com

BMW, 528i, 1998 $4300.00
Light blue. Solid cruiser. Moon
roof, pwr seats, pwr windows.
Alloy wheels. New tires, rear
springs, front brakes. Frankfurt
& Wiesbaden & Mainz area.
andrew.matus@gmail.com

Volvo, V40, 2003 $4500.00
Perfect commuter car. One
owner -regular maintenance at
the dealership. Runs great.
Selling due to PCS in June. New
snow tires and rims available
also. contact: allingtonmj@gmai
l.com, Tel. 4915142303961

Corvette, Coupe, 2000 , White,
Black Leather, Auto Trans, Fully
loaded, 55,000 Miles. Exc.
Cond. Both white and clear
changeable Roof Top. Only
driven in the summer. Stored
and cover-up in a Garage.
$16,500.00 Firm. Contact:
0172-533-4360.

Porsche, Boxster S, 2008
$33500.00 Excellent Condition
(US SPECS) Last Service Apr.
2014 3.4 L Boxter S Color:
Carrara White & Cocco BRN
Top Beige, Heated Leather
seats with custom molding OP-
TIONS: PPAT- Pref. Pkg with
Tip (shift Paddles) Wind Deflec-
tor Self Dim mirrors Rain
Sensors Color Crest Wheel
Caps Bose Surround System &
Custom Alpine Touch -Screen,
multimedia Stereo + Navigation
(Have original CD+Radio) Cus-
tom Car Cover More pics are
avai lable 0151-29163586
ray.lol@gmail.com

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998, $1900.00 , All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker & Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615

Toyota, FJ Cruiser, 2007
$18900.00 Excellent condition,
all-around ulitmate fun-SUV! A
rugged and retro-inspired mid-
size SUV, the FJ Cruiser is the
classic FJ 40 brought back to
life in a modern version. Also,
just had a professional shop do
a complete brake job with all
new rotors, ceramic brake pads
AND new front calipers, so you
can stop on a dime or euro
whether your on the Autobahn,
in the city or doing some serious
off-roading which this SUV
would climb a tree, if it could get
traction (has a real rear locking
diff.)!!!! +49 1626 01 1470,
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

BMW, 523I, 1999 $5000.00 6
CYL, 5SPD Man, AC, Heated
Leather Seats, 6 Disk CD
Changer, 34 MPG. Looks and
Runs Great, New Tires Brakes.
0174-925-6999

Honda, CRF230F, 2004
$2570.00 AWESOME fun, dual-
sport enduro street legal bike!
Bought it for $3875 and put
$1400 in BBR mods & $450 in
Baja Designs dual-sport kit into
it, so that's $ 5725 total, so
asking $2570 obo. By the way,
the 2014 model costs $4999, so
that's saving of over $2400 right
off the bat for 2x the bike!
MODIFICATIONS: BBR Racing
Pipe, High Flow Dual Stage Air
Filter, iCAT spark enhancer,
BBR skid plate, BBR Linkage
raises the seat height 1 inch, HD
fork springs, HD Rear springs,
BBR cam cover,jet kit, Trail
Tech LCD instruments cluster &
computer! +49 1626 01 1470
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

Ford, Ranger XLT, 2008
$7000.00 This truck is in good
condition and gets great gas
mileage and has been very well
maintained using synthetic fluids
since it was new. It has a 4 Cyl
2.3 engine, Pirelli tires and the
brakes were replaced last year.
Has a bed liner for easy clean
u p  a n d  r u n s  g r e a t .
crewsdg@yahoo.com

Chevy Equinox 3.4 4D FWD,
LT, 2006 $8500.00 Red, 6 CD,
TC, Cruss but dc, Fog lights,
Engine Repair by Bosch Info
call, new Complete exhaust (cat
resonater and and muffler). Two
sets of Tires set on orignal 16'
all wheater and set of summer
20' crome wheels must call and
see. 01726223750

Volvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
2006 $7800.00 Fully loaded:
(Diesel) 6 Speed manual trans-
mission Electric windows, mir-
rors, cruise control, sunroof
European Navigation System,
Intermittent wipers, Winter heat-
er, heated seats, surround
sound stereo system, winter and
summer tires dealer maintained
h_young22@hotmail.com

BMW, 523I, 1999 $5000.00 6
CYL, 5 Spd Manual, Runs and
looks new! 32 MPG, Heated
Leather Seats, 6 disk CD
Changer. New Tires•rakes,
R i d e s  A w e s o m e !
0174-925-6999

Pontiac Sunfire, 2dr Sports
Coupe SE, 2002 $1990.00 -
140-hp, 2.2-liter 4-cyl - 4-speed
AUTOMATIC! - Front wheel
drive, - Fuel Efficient Tan sports
car !! - MPG 23 25 city 33 hwy !!
- Great in snow!! - AUTOTRAD-
ER list this car for $5,495 -
Asking only $1990.- o.b.o - 45 &
45 Reclining Bucket Seats, -
ABS brakes - Dual front airbags,
- Spoiler, - Power steering +
more - non-smoker 4856763

BMW, X3 28i, 2013 $32000.00
OBO, blue, black interior, 240
hp, automatic, 21500 miles,
heated seats, winter pkg, tec
pkg, Navigation, PDC, BMW
maint., no accidents, great
condition! pls call for pics
015140175122, stephie.bolden
@live.com

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998 $1900.00, All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615

Ford, Ranger XLT, 2008
$7000.00 This truck is in good
condition and gets great gas
mileage and has been very well
maintained using synthetic fluids
since it was new. It has a 4 Cyl
2.3 engine, Pirelli tires and the
brakes were replaced last year.
Has a bed liner for easy clean
u p  a n d  r u n s  g r e a t .
crewsdg@yahoo.com

Honda, CBR1000F, 1991
$900.00, 6-speed, chain
drive,new front brakes, tires and
battery last spring, fresh oil
change and filter. 51K km,
passed inspection Apr 18. Not
cosmetically perfect, but still
very powerful and runs strong.
German specs, well maintained
and adult owned, bought in Aug
2007. Garage-kept, comes with
storage trunk, $900 or reasona-
ble offer. contact me at poco-
m o o l a h y a h o o . c o m ,  o r
07157-538-134, please leave
VM if I don't answer. Stuttgart
area.

Volvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
2006 $7800.00 Fully loaded: 6
Speed manual transmission
Electric windows, mirrors, cruise
control, sunroof European Navi-
gation System, Intermittent wip-
ers, Winter heater, heated
seats, surround sound stereo
system, winter and summer tires
dealer maintained. email h_you
ng22@hotmail.com

Toyota, FJ Cruiser, 2007
$18900.00 Excellent condition,
all-around ulitmate fun-SUV! A
rugged and retro-inspired mid-
size SUV, the FJ Cruiser is the
classic FJ 40 brought back to
life in a modern version. Also,
just had a professional shop do
a complete brake job with all
new rotors, ceramic brake pads
AND new front calipers, so you
can stop on a dime or euro
whether your on the Autobahn,
in the city or doing some serious
off-roading which this SUV
would climb a tree, if it could get
traction (has a real rear locking
diff.)! +49 1626 01 1470
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

BMW, X3 28i, 2013 $32000.00
OBO, blue, black interior, 240
hp, automatic, 21500 miles,
heated seats, winter pkg, tec
pkg, Navigation, PDC, BMW
maint., no accidents, great
condition! pls call for pics
015140175122,
stephie.bolden@live.com

Opel, Astra - DIESEL, 2001
$2000.00 Opel Astra 2001, runs
great, DIESEL. 5 speed &
manual transmission. Just
passed inspection! 390K km.
PCSing must sell! Only $2000
(or 1500 eu). We are in
Wiesbaden. 017669350983
sergelana@gmail.com

BMW, 328i, 2008, LOCATED
AT US EMBASSY PRAGUE.
We are leaving EUR, and the
car can't go with us. This
U.S.-spec model has heated
leather seats, moon-roof, blue-
tooth enabled, 6-speaker sur-
round sound, CD and MP3
capable audio system. Comes
with snow tires (bought in 2010)
and summer tires (bought in
2011). Price $17,500 OBO. If
interested, you need to move
fast, as it ships to US in early
June if we can't get a buyer.
420-602-691-297
stuart.schaag@trade.gov

Mazda, MX-5 Miata Grand
Touring, 2006 $9500.00 Copper
Red; 6-speed manual; air; cruise
control; power window & mir-
rors; keyless entry start; Bose
7-speaker sound system; anti-
theft alarm; Xenon HID head-
lights; stability traction control;
US specs; BB Price $10,500.
Email gf.booth@ yahoo.com or
phone 0951-18527082 between
1700 and 2100.

Volkswagen, Passat GLX,
2003 $5865.00 6 4 motion.
automatic. Leather seats heat-
ed, AC CD roof rack, sun roof
and winter tires. Excellent condi-
tion one owner vehicle with all
service up to date. Dependable
and reliable car perfect for
German winters 06563960503
raynor.buckley@eu.dodea.edu

Harley-Davidson, Road King
CVO 110th ANV FLHRSE5,
2 0 1 3  $ 3 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  1 4 4
900.Awesome Condition Blk Ob-
sidian DiamondDust with Ster-
eo. AC vo Accessories, 8k
Extras:Detach 110Tour Pak with
Organizer,Added Passing
Lamps, V&HPwrDuals Monster
Round SlipOns,SeRaceTuner,
Swept Wing Pass Foot Board-
sSlipS treamInserts, Stock Pass
Pegs Moved to AdjHwy Peg-
Mount,Chrome Switches, Gara-
geOpener, Idependent Aux-
Lamp WireKit. +4917670328920
david.leake@gmail.com

FORD, MONDEO GHIA WAG-
ON 16v 2.0, 2000 $2000
OBO,European spec, Just
PASSED INSPECTION 19 MAY
2014,164,000 KM=to 102,000
Miles, 2nd owner, Great car no
problems, Almost new M&S all
season tires, Good on gas gets
about 30 miles to the gallon.
manual 5 speed, Keyless entry,-
clean interior,non smoker, heat-
ed seats, lumbar support, en-
gine heater, CD player with
steering controls, fog lights,
power windows, power door
locks, cruse control, AC, air-
bags. Well maintained! PCSing
need to sell. Call 015207932037
or Email shannoncamp79@gm
ail.com

BMW, M3, 2011, Sedan
$45000.00, 25,700 mi. US-
Spec. Alpine White Black Premi-
um Leather. Tech, Premium,
Cold, and Competition Pack-
ages. Premium Sound, Park
Distance, DCT with Drivelogic,
Smart Phone Integration, and
many other standard features.
Garaged, Non-Smoking, BMW
Serviced, Free US Shipping.
Call Craig +491703875097 DSN
421-5111
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Mercedes, E320,  2000
$7900.00 Mercedes E320, Auto-
matic, 145000 km, silver color,
with alloy wheels EMAIL for pics
(2000 eu originally!) with sum-
mer tires all-season tires on
original hubcaps, leather interi-
or, heated seats, sunroof, DVDs
in headrests, extra-fully loaded,
& perfect mechanically! Europe-
an spec.! Smooth and quiet-
drives as 3 year-old car! Super
nice car! $7900 (or 5700 Euros)
Wiesbaden Hainerberg housing.
We will consider a reasonable
offer. sergelana@gmail.com
0176-69350-983

Mazda, MX-5 Miata Grand
Touring, 2006 $9500.00 Copper
Red; 6-speed manual; air; cruise
control; power window & mir-
rors; keyless entry & start; Bose
7-speaker sound system; anti-
theft alarm; Xenon HID head-
lights; stability & traction control;
US specs; BB Price $10,500.
Email gf.booth@ yahoo.com or
phone 0951-18527082 between
1700 and 2100.

Volkswagen, Jetta GLI, 2013
$25500.00, fully loaded! Save
$6000 over new one! Has
RNS510 nav with European
maps loaded with speed warn-
ing; sunroof; DSG auto trans-
mission; leather; LED taillights;
210hp engine; 2 year full
warranty with free oil changes;
Car smells and appears show-
room new! Exterior is platinum
gray metallic with black leather
interior. 10000miles $25500
obo. Email pontiac3800@yaho
o.com or call 1630-2100. 06374
992270

Ford, Focus SE, 2008
$6900.00 for sale $6,900. Has
65,000 miles and runs great.
Silver in Color, Standard trans-
mission, has a stain on the PS
front seat but can be sham-
pooed to remove. Available
immediately. If interested, call
us at 0151-152-85555 to see the
car.

BMW 325, 325ti, 2002 $4900.00
FOR SALE ! German spec No
Accidents, Great Condition
Maintenance: All services com-
pleted on time Mileage: 160.000
km Gearing: Automatic; with
Manual BMW Steptronic Shifting
Cylinders: Inline 2.5 Liter
Straight 6 great gas mileage
Features: aluminium rims, navi-
gation, air condition, parking
assistance, power windows,
cruise control, front seat heat-
ing, sliding roof, non-smoking
car, 6 disc CD-changer Includes
a set of summer tires & rims and
w i n t e r  t i r e s  &  r i m s
0162-2963277 hanna_kraft@ho
tmail.com

Ford, Escape, 2009 $12000.00.
Great condition. Single owner
(non smoker) purchased in
2010. Perfect size for traveling
around Europe. Freshly de-
tailed. Brand new front lower
control arms with ball joints,
control arm links and brake
pads. Minor bumper damage
from when it was shipped over
here, $1000 taken off of the
price to cover (damage seen in
trunk picture). Kelly Blue Book
Value even with bumper dam-
age is $13,333. Ready to pick
up any time. Front wheel drive 6
cyl engine, 57,000 miles Back
row folds flat Sync system with
Blue tooth Key pad entry Tinted
windows Roof rack Fog lights
Down hill assist Cargo cover CD
player Sirius Radio Ready All
weather tires only 1 year old
01747082959 militaryguy77@g
mail.com

VW, JETTA 2.0 TDI, 2013
$23600.00 Excellent Condition
16,800 miles $23,600 2.0L
Turbo, TDI, 140HP, AC, 6 speed
manual, PWs, NAV CD, Premi-
um sound, ABS, Dual Front Air
Bags, sun roof, premium
wheels, fog lights, complete set
of winter tires with rims; 35 - 42
MPG; Cell #: 015122372496
m.carlos.trevino@gmail.com

BMW, M3, 2011 $45000.00,
25,700 mi. US-Spec. Alpine
White & Black Premium Leather.
Tech, Premium, Cold, and Com-
petition Packages. Premium
Sound, Park Distance, DCT with
Drivelogic, Smart Phone Inte-
gration, and many other stand-
ard features. Garaged, Non-
Smoking, BMW Serviced, Free
US Shipping. Call Craig
+491703875097 DSN 421-5111

BMW, 316 Compact, 1994
$2000.00 2 door red, good cond
suroof no rost German spec
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200.00
Just in time for summer. Car
runs great, reliable and lots of
fun. Email gf.booth@yahoo.com
or call between 1700 and 2100
at 0951-18527082. Located in
Bamberg.

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19500.00
very clean black GTI with 220
hp 4 door sunroof US spec.
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200.00
Just in time for summer. Car
runs great, reliable and lots of
fun. Email gf.booth@yahoo.com
or call between 1700 and 2100
at 0951-18527082. Located in
Bamberg.

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$26000.00 T, double cab -
Leather seats (heated front) - 6
Disc cd changer - Back up
camera and sensors - Long bed
- Just under 48,000 Miles - Bed
cover and Bed liner - Brand new
all weather tires (one week) -
Limited edition - WAY below
book value for either the private
sale and off course the dealer
price Call or text for a test drive
at 0170 7338651 dsn
314-598-3300

Mercedes, E-250 cdi, 2011
$37000.00, Advantgarde. Die-
sel, perfect condition, garaged,
metalic black, leather, heated
seats, navigation system, full
Mercedes servicing, parktronic,
multi contour seats, TUV valid
Nov 2015, 80 liter tank, premium
sound system, i-pod & USB, ski
bag, comfort phone, extra air-
bags, automatic steering head-
lights. Car in Berlin with original
o w n e r .  V I N
WDD2122031A306650. For
more information please contact
Paul at spencertdy@yahoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

Dodge, Nitro RT, 2007
$15000.00 OBO 1 owner non-
smoker, 4x4, Power Driver's
Seat, PW, remote start, 2 sets of
rims and tires both sets about
50%, new breaks, NAV and in
dash DVD by Mopar, park
assist, dealer maintained. Re-
cently bought a new car and
don't want to pay to ship her
back to the US. Some scratches
in the paint and a small crack in
the rear bumper cover but
overall in outstanding condition.
No dealers please. dxocculta@
hotmail.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Insurance
Now Available -

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

MAZDA, 6, 2008 $8000.00 -US
SPECS - Automatic - Winter and
Summer Tires (Only one set of
rims) - Power locks, indow,
seats - Below book value -
Clean - Great on gas - Available
immediately - 103k miles, yes
it's been in europe for 5 years.
Call or text 0170 733 8651
dsn314-598-3300

Ford, Escape, 2009 $12000.00,
Great condition. Single owner
non smoker purchased in 2010.
Perfect size for traveling around
Europe. Freshly detailed. Brand
new front lower control arms
with ball joints, control arm links
and brake pads. Minor bumper
damage from when it was
shipped over here, $1000 taken
off of the price to cover damage
seen in trunk picture. Kelly Blue
Book Value even with bumper
damage is $13,333. Ready to
pick up any time. Front wheel
drive 6 cyl engine, 57,000 miles
Back row folds flat Sync system
w•lue tooth Key pad entry Tinted
windows Roof rack Fog lights
Down hill assist Cargo cover CD
player Sirius Radio Ready All
weather tires only 1 year old
01747082959 email
militaryguy77@gmail.com

BMW, 530xi, 2008 $15000.00
Monaco blue metallic, 272 HP,
auto trans, leather, AWD, key-
less entry & start, sunroof,
anti-dazzle mirrors, wood trim,
cup holders, elec seats with
memory, heated fr. seats, park
distance contr, headlight wash
system, xenon adaptive lights,
AUXILIARY HEATING, cruise
with braking, lights package,
runflat tires with alum mag rear
tires, alum winter tires, USB
iTunes hookup, Navi Business,
voice control, Bluetooth for Cell
Phone, leather M3 steering
wheel, BMW High End Audio
sys, Eng lang and owners
handbk, all highway miles btwn
Wiesb and Darm. $68K new.
1 1 8 K  M i ,  G E  s p e c
06123-601276 kiedrich.bill@gm
ail.com

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$26000.00, double cab - Leather
seats heated front - 6 Disc cd
changer - Back up camera and
sensors - Long bed - Just under
48,000 Miles - Bed cover and
Bed liner - Brand new all
weather tires one week - Limited
edition - WAY below book value
for either the private sale and off
course the dealer price Call or
text for a test drive at 0170
7338651. DSN 314-598-3300

Dodge, Grand Caravan SXT,
2008 $9000.00; Bright Silver
Metallic Clearcoat; 90,380 miles;
230ci V6 3.8L SXT automatic;
Power sliding doors, windows,
locks, driver seat; Stow and Go
seating 2nd and 3rd row seats
fold into the floor; OEM radio
with CD; Multi-zone AC; Cruise
control; ABS; Privacy glass;
Winter tires. marioa.adams@ya
hoo.com
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Mercedes, E-250 cdi, 2011
$37000.00 Advantgarde. Diesel,
perfect condition, garaged, met-
alic black, leather, heated seats,
navigation system, full Mer-
cedes servicing, parktronic, mul-
ti contour seats, TUV valid Nov
2015, 80 liter tank, premium
sound system, i-pod USB, ski
bag, comfort phone, extra air-
bags, automatic steering head-
lights. Car in Berlin with original
o w n e r .  V I N
WDD2122031A306650. For
more information please contact
Paul at spencertdy@yahoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

VW, Golf 2011, MY LOSS,
YOUR GAIN! Retiring to Italy,
they'll make me change the
American specs to Euro, & pay
22% tax on initial price! My
silver Baby gets 45 MPG, is fully
loaded with manual 6-speed
overdrive, traction & stability
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power
Steeringindows—oors, Tilt

wheel, Keyless entry, A
, Dual Airbags, Side Air Bags,
Front & Rear Head Curtain Air
Bags. Sound system includes
AMM Stereo, MP3, CD, Sirius
satellite and Bluetooth Wireless.
Daytime running lights. 48K
miles. Very good condition, price
includes winter tires. $16,698.
Inspection due in June, so she'll
be in perfect health for you!
Dealer maintained. Call Jan,
0 1 6 0 9 - 2 3 3 - 2 1 8 5 ,  D S N
4 6 7 - 2 3 9 2 ,  o r  e v e s .
09820-918-6509, Ansbach.
Available end of July

Toyota, Prius II-Hybrid, 2004
$5500.00 Excellent car, best I
have ever owned, great gas
mileage-average 38-42 mpg.
Stereo, CD, Automatic, Power
everything, Black Color, New
Brakes, Consumer Reports top
rated hybrid for several years
running. 144K miles (rated for
300K). Good tires. Hate to sell it,
but we have two cars, and they
w i l l  o n l y  s h i p  o n e .
093823196947
nkgilbertson@hotmail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan SXT,
2008 $9000.00 ; Bright Silver
Metallic Clearcoat; 90,380 miles;
230ci V6 3.8L SXT automatic;
Power sliding doors, windows,
locks, driver seat; Stow and Go
seating (2nd and 3rd row seats
fold into the floor); OEM radio
with CD; Multi-zone AC; Cruise
control; ABS; Privacy glass;
Winter tires,
marioa.adams@yahoo.com

Rex, Monaco, 2013, $800.00
Purchased new last summer.
Only 330km, still under warranty
until July 2015. 125cc, German
taxes paid if you need German
tags. currently registered under
US system. $800 obo.
scottdude71@hotmail.com

Jeep Grand Cherokee , 4x4,
Overland Summit, 2012
$34500.00, Excellent condition
and fully loaded , Mileage
26,500 and to many items to
cover- original purchase order
will cover 100% of all areas- will
send upon request - Trail Rated
Jeep - 5.7 Ltr- Unleaded - 7
Year 70,000 mile warranty,
transferable under conditions for
U.S. - Automatic Trans (6
speed) Geartronic - Remote
controlled DVD entertainment
system - Adaptive Cruise Con-
trol Extras: Winter tire wheel
package Weather Tech floor
a n d  r e a r  l i n e r
cz042006@gmail.com

Dodge , Durango, 2003
$6999.00 Red Dodge Durango
with Third row seating. Push Bar
bumper. Contact Keith at
015257394574

VOLVO, XC70, 2009 $18500.00
US Specs, First Owner, Well
Maintained, Winter Tires, AWD,
6 Cyl 3.2 liter, Climate Package,
Heated Front Seats, Parking
Sensor, Dual Zone AC, Sunroof,
Integrated Rear Child Booster
Seats (2 each), Blue Tooth,
Heated front Seats, Multi CD
Player, more. Perfect Family
Car, PCS Sale, e-mail
BKSZN@yahoo.com or call
cell# 0162-296-2029 (Stuttgart).
email bob@kaszoni.com

Mercedes, E200, 1999,
$3400.00. Gorgeous blue-green
color. German specs, inspec-
tions passed no problems!
Automatic! No issues with the
car. The car is in good shape on
the inside & outside. Older car
with lots of tork in it. It has
270,000 km. Due to bad weath-
er, the car is dirty in this picture
sorry! When washed it looks
very nice! $3400 (or 2,500
euros) cash please. We live in
Hainerberg area (Wiesbaden).
Please email with questions
sergelanagmail.com. Call
0 1 7 6 - 6 9 3 4 2 6 0 1  o r
0176-69350983.

Smart, ForTwo, 2007 $6500.00
Good Condition, Approx. 50,000
km Odometer, AC, Heat, De-
froster, Heated Seats, Moon-
roof. Comes with summer and
winter tires. Great car for getting
to and from work on a daily
basis. Available near the end of
J u n e .  C a l l :  J . R .  a t
0151-1965-1688. johnrobert.taft
@us.army.mil

Mercedes, E200,  1999
$3400.00 For sale is an AUTO-
MATIC Gorgeous blue-green
color. German specs, inspec-
tions passed. No problems!
Good shape - inside and
outside. It has 270,000 km.
$3400 cash please. We are in
W i e s b a d e n .  s e r g e l a n a
g m a i l . c o m .  C a l l
0176-69350-983.

Honda , Jazz, 2011-European
Specs -Manual Transmission
-60,000+ Kilometers -Summer &
Winter Tires -Great Condition
-Dealer Maintained -Great Fuel
Economy For more information
or to view contact via e-mail. I
bought it in 2011 from a soldier
who bought it brand new. No
accidents and has been serv-
iced only by the local Honda
Dealership. Has both summer
and winter tires with plenty of
trend on them. Asking $8,500. If
interested in viewing and test
driving it please contact me and
we'll make the arrangements.
01622549145 michael.weaver1
@us.army.mil

Volvo, XC60 T6, 2011
$29600.00 White exterior,
cream and brown leather interi-
or, all-wheel drive, xenon mov-
ing headlamps, all weather floor
and cargo mats, cargo gate for
pets or cargo, all seats heated,
premium sound, City Safety,
parking sensors, Bluetooth, dual
climate, and more. Please email
me for pictures and information
at cdezlowe@gmail.com. Loca-
ted in Illesheim•ad Windsheim
area.

Honda, CRF230F, 2004
$2570.00 AWESOME fun, dual-
sport enduro street legal bike!
Bought it for $3875 and put
$1400 in BBR mods & $450 in
Baja Designs dual-sport kit into
it, so that's $ 5725 total, so
asking $2570 obo. By the way,
the 2014 model costs $4999, so
that's saving of over $2400 right
off the bat for 2x the bike!
MODIFICATIONS: BBR Racing
Pipe, High Flow Dual Stage Air
Filter, iCAT spark enhancer,
BBR skid plate, BBR Linkage
raises the seat height 1 inch, HD
fork springs, HD Rear springs,
BBR cam cover,jet kit +49 1626
0 1  1 4 7 0
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

Smart, ForTwo, 2007 $6500.00
Good Condition, Approx. 50,000
km Odometer, AC, Heat, De-
froster, Heated Seats, Moon-
roof. Comes with summer and
winter tires. Great car for getting
to and from work on a daily
basis. Available near the end of
J u n e .  C a l l :  J . R .  a t
0151-1965-1688.
johnrobert.taft@us.army.mil

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $12490.00 A
GREAT FAMILY CAR Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes - Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16\\\
onassisromero@yahoo.com
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College baseball

NCAA super regionals
Best-of-three; x-if necessary

Host school is Game 1 home team; vis-
iting school is Game 2 home team; coin 
flip determines Game 3 home team

At Jim Patterson Stadium
Louisville, Ky.

Friday: Kennesaw State (40-22) at Lou-
isville (48-15)

Saturday: Kennesaw State vs. Louis-
ville

x-Sunday: Kennesaw State vs. Louis-
ville

At Hawkins Field
Nashville, Tenn.

Friday: Stanford (34-24) at Vanderbilt 
(44-18)

Saturday: Stanford vs. Vanderbilt
x-Sunday: Stanford vs. Vanderbilt

At Allie P. Reynolds Stadium
Stillwater, Okla.

Friday: UC Irvine (38-23) at Oklahoma 
State (48-16)

Saturday: UC Irvine vs. Oklahoma 
State

x-Sunday: UC Irvine vs. Oklahoma 
State

At UFCU Disch-Falk Field
Austin, Texas

Friday: Houston (48-16) at Texas (41-
19)

Saturday: Houston vs. Texas
x-Sunday: Houston vs. Texas

At Davenport Field
Charlottesville, Va.

Saturday: Maryland (39-21) at Virginia 
(47-13)

Sunday: Maryland vs. Virginia
x-Monday: Maryland vs. Virginia

At M.L. ‘Tigue’ Moore Field
Lafayette, La.

Saturday: Mississippi (44-18) at Loui-
siana-Lafayette (57-8)

Sunday: Mississippi vs. Louisiana-La-
fayette

x-Monday: Mississippi vs. Louisiana-
Lafayette

At Charlie and Marie Lupton Stadium
Fort Worth, Texas

Saturday: Pepperdine at TCU
Sunday: Pepperdine vs. TCU
x-Monday: Pepperdine vs. TCU

At Rip Griffin Park
Lubbock, Texas

Saturday: College of Charleston (44-
17) at Texas Tech (43-19)

Sunday: College of Charleston vs. 
Texas Tech

x-Monday: College of Charleston vs. 
Texas Tech

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Chicago 5 1 .833 —
Washington 3 2 .600 1½
Atlanta 4 3 .571 1½
Indiana 3 3 .500 2
New York 2 4 .333 3
Connecticut 2 5 .286 3½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 7 0 1.000 —
Phoenix 4 1 .800 2
San Antonio 3 4 .429 4
Los Angeles 2 3 .400 4
Seattle 2 6 .250 5½
Tulsa 0 5 .000 6

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
Atlanta 93, Los Angeles 85
Phoenix 87, Seattle 72

Wednesday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s games
Washington at Connecticut
San Antonio at New York

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
New England 7 4 2 23 21 16
D.C. 6 4 3 21 18 14
Sporting KC 5 5 4 19 19 14
Houston 5 8 2 17 16 27
Toronto FC 5 4 1 16 14 13
Columbus 4 5 4 16 17 17
New York 3 5 6 15 20 22
Philadelphia 3 7 5 14 19 24
Chicago 2 3 7 13 20 22
Montreal 2 6 4 10 11 22

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 9 3 2 29 29 21
Real Salt Lake 6 1 6 24 23 17
Colorado 6 4 3 21 19 15
Vancouver 5 2 5 20 22 17
FC Dallas 5 7 3 18 23 24
Los Angeles 4 3 4 16 15 10
San Jose 4 4 4 16 15 13
Portland 3 4 7 16 23 24
Chivas USA 2 7 4 10 13 25

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

 Wednesday, May 28
Portland 2, Chivas USA 0

Saturday, May 31
Seattle FC 4, Real Salt Lake 0
Toronto FC 3, Columbus 2
D.C. United 1, Sporting Kansas City 0
Montreal 2, New England 0
San Jose 2, FC Dallas 1
Philadelphia 3, Chivas USA 0

Sunday, June 1
Chicago 1, Los Angeles 1, tie
Colorado 3, Houston 0
Vancouver 4, Portland 3

Wednesday’s games
Real Salt Lake at Columbus
Chicago at Colorado

Friday’s game
Sporting Kansas City at Houston

Saturday’s games
San Jose at Toronto FC
Columbus at D.C. United
Vancouver at Philadelphia
Colorado at FC Dallas
Seattle FC at Chicago
Portland at Real Salt Lake

Sunday’s games
New York at New England
Chivas USA at Los Angeles

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 8 0 2 26 22 8
Chicago 6 2 1 19 15 6
Washington 5 4 1 16 20 20
FC Kansas City 4 4 3 15 18 16
Portland 4 3 2 14 10 10
Western New York 3 4 2 11 14 13
Sky Blue FC 2 5 4 10 11 18
Houston 2 7 1 7 10 20
Boston 2 7 0 6 13 22

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, May 28
Chicago 2, Sky Blue FC 0
Boston 4, Portland 1

Saturday, May 31
Houston 2, Western New York 1

Sunday, June 1
Seattle FC 3, Sky Blue FC 1
Washington 3, Boston 2

Wednesday’s games
Washington at Chicago
Western New York at FC Kansas City

Saturday’s games
Boston at FC Kansas City
Western New York at Portland
Chicago at Seattle FC

Sunday’s game
Houston at Sky Blue FC

Deals

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL — Sus-
pended Boston RHP Brandon Workman
six games and fined him an undisclosed 
amount for intentionally throwing a 
pitch in the head area of Tampa Bay 3B 
Evan Longoria during Friday’s game.

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned 3B Garin 

Cecchini to Pawtucket (IL).
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Sent LHP 

Bruce Chen to Northwest Arkansas (TL)
for a rehab assignment.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned RHP 
Michael Kohn to Salt Lake (PCL). Trans-
ferred LHP Sean Burnett to the 60-day DL.
Reinstated RHP Dane De La Rosa from
the 15-day DL and optioned him to Salt
Lake. Reinstated OF Josh Hamilton from
the 15-day DL. Selected the contract of
RHP Cam Bedrosian from Salt Lake.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned OF 
Zoilo Almonte to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
(IL). Claimed LHP Wade LeBlanc off waiv-
ers from the L.A. Angels. Recalled INF 
Scott Sizemore from Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre. Transferred RHP Michael Pineda
to the 60-day DL.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Placed OF
Josh Reddick on the 15-day DL, retro-
active to Sunday. Reinstated RHP Ryan
Cook from the 15-day DL.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned INF 
Nick Franklin to Tacoma (PCL). Recalled
RHP Erasmo Ramirez from Tacoma.

TEXAS RANGERS — Sent OF Jim Adduci 
and RHP Tanner Scheppers to Frisco (TL) 
for rehab assignments.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Recalled RHP
Chad Jenkins from Buffalo (IL).

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed 

INF Cliff Pennington on the 15-day DL.
Recalled INF Didi Gregorius from Reno
(PCL).

ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms 
with RHP Terry Doyle on a minor league 
contract.

CHICAGO CUBS — Designated RHP 
Jose Veras for assignment. Placed C We-
lington Castillo on the 15-day DL, retro-
active to Monday. Reinstated RHP Hector
Rondon from paternity league. Selected
the contract of C Eli Whiteside from Iowa
(PCL).

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP 
Arquimedes Caminero to New Orleans 
(PCL). Agreed to terms with RHP Kevin
Gregg on a minor league contract.

NEW YORK METS — Sent RHP Gonza-
lez Germen to St. Lucie (FSL) for a rehab 
assignment.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Optioned
RHP Phillippe Aumont to Lehigh Valley 
(IL). Recalled RHP Ethan Martin from Le-
high Valley.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned RHP 
Donn Roach to El Paso (PCL). Placed LHP 
Eric Stults on the bereavement list. Re-
called RHP Jesse Hahn from San Antonio
(TL). Selected the contract of LHP Jason 
Lane from El Paso.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned
INF/OF Tyler Moore to Syracuse (IL). Re-
instated 3B Ryan Zimmerman from the 
15-day DL.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Signed
coach Randy Wittman to a contract ex-
tension.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed LB Er-
nie Sims to a one-year contract.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed KR/WRs
Armanti Edwards and Michael Spurlock. 
Reached an injury settlement with WR 
Domenik Hixon. Released LB Tana Pat-
rick.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed LB Lamin 
Barrow and OL Michael Schofield.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Released QB 
Seth Lobato and CB Keon Lyn.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to
terms with C Jonathan Goodwin on a 
one-year contract. Signed DL Brandon 
Deaderick to a one-year contract.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Agreed to
terms with OL Allen Barbre on a three-
year contract extension.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed LB 
Blake Costanzo to a one-year contract. 
Released G Al Netter.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Reduced the 10-game suspen-
sion of N.Y. Rangers F Daniel Carillo to six
games.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Re-signed D
Marek Zidlicky.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Signed G 
Antoine Bibeau to a three-year, entry-
level contract.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Agreed to
transfer M Oriol Rossell to Sporting CP 
(Portugal-First Division).

COLLEGE
 KANSAS STATE — Named Cullen 

Carstens men’s assistant golf coach.
 MARQUETTE — Named Vernette Skee-

te and Scott Merritt women’s assistant 
basketball coaches.

OHIO STATE — Announced the resig-
nation of Ed Beathea, men’s track and 
field and cross country coach, effective
after the NCAA championships next
week in Oregon.

TEXAS A&M —Dismissed LB Darian 
Claiborne and DL Isaiah Golden from the 
football team.

TROY — Announced the resignation of
track and field coach Jill Lancaster.

VIRGINIA — Signed men’s basketball 
coach Tony Bennett to a seven-year con-
tract. 

College softball

World Series
At ASA Hall of Fame Stadium

Oklahoma City
Double Elimination
Thursday, May 29

Florida 11, Baylor 0, 5 innings
Oregon 3, Florida State 0
Kentucky 4, Louisiana-Lafayette 1
Alabama 6, Oklahoma 2

Friday, May 30
Florida 4, Oregon 0
Alabama 2, Kentucky 0

Saturday, May 31
Baylor 7, Florida State 2, FSU elimi-

nated
Oklahoma 3, Louisiana-Lafayette 1, 

ULL eliminated
Baylor 8, Kentucky 7, 8 innings, UK 

eliminated
Oregon 4, Oklahoma 2, OU eliminated

Sunday, June 1
Florida 6, Baylor 3, Baylor eliminated
Alabama 2, Oregon 0, Oregon elimi-

nated
Championship Series

(Best-of-three)
Florida 5, Alabama 0
Tuesday: Florida 6, Alabama 3, Florida 

wins softball World Series

Golf

PGA Tour statistics
Through June 1

Scoring Average
1, Sergio Garcia, 69.484. 2, Matt 

Kuchar, 69.531. 3, Rory McIlroy, 69.739. 
4, Bubba Watson, 69.747. 5, Adam Scott, 
69.768. 6, Jordan Spieth, 69.883. 7, Harris 
English, 69.886. 8, Jimmy Walker, 69.892. 
9, Dustin Johnson, 69.923. 10, Brendon 
Todd, 69.925.

Driving Distance
1, Bubba Watson, 314.2. 2, Dustin John-

son, 311.9. 3, Nicolas Colsaerts, 308.8. 4, 
Louis Oosthuizen, 306.8. 5, Brooks Koep-
ka, 306.1. 6, J.B. Holmes, 305.4. 7, Jhonat-
tan Vegas, 304.9. 8 (tie), Robert Garrigus 
and Rory McIlroy, 304.8. 10, Jason Kokrak, 
304.7.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Tim Clark, 73.25%. 2, David Toms, 

72.95%. 3, Justin Hicks, 72.67%. 4, Heath 
Slocum, 70.33%. 5, Zach Johnson, 70.18%. 
6, Paul Goydos, 69.96%. 7, Boo Weekley, 
69.85%. 8, Graeme McDowell, 69.21%. 9, 
Brian Davis, 69.03%. 10, Billy Horschel, 
69.00%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Graham DeLaet, 72.67%. 2, Chad 

Campbell, 71.43%. 3, Harris English, 
71.24%. 4, Boo Weekley, 70.44%. 5, Justin 
Hicks, 70.22%. 6, Billy Horschel, 69.86%. 
7, Bubba Watson, 69.82%. 8 (tie), Sergio 
Garcia and Dustin Johnson, 69.66%. 10, 
J.J. Henry, 69.40%.

Total Driving
1, Derek Ernst, 69. 2, Adam Scott, 83. 

3 (tie), Lucas Glover, Martin Kaymer and 
Graham DeLaet, 87. 6, Kevin Stadler, 94. 7, 
Henrik Stenson, 95. 8, Louis Oosthuizen, 
99. 9 (tie), Bubba Watson and Russell 
Henley, 103.

Strokes Gained – Putting
1, Aaron Baddeley, 1.033. 2, Matt Ev-

ery, .962. 3, Greg Chalmers, .900. 4, Jimmy 
Walker, .887. 5, Graeme McDowell, .883. 6, 
Luke Donald, .847. 7, Freddie Jacobson, 
.802. 8, Brendon Todd, .801. 9, Webb Simp-
son, .743. 10, Andrew Loupe, .677.

Birdie Average
1, Rory McIlroy, 4.75. 2, Jimmy Walker, 

4.44. 3, Adam Scott, 4.31. 4, Dustin John-
son, 4.28. 5, Bubba Watson, 4.24. 6, Hideki 
Matsuyama, 4.22. 7, Webb Simpson, 4.17. 
8, Matt Every, 4.16. 9, Sergio Garcia, 4.12. 
10, 5 tied with 4.06.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Bubba Watson, 74.0. 2, Will MacK-

enzie, 80.3. 3, Justin Rose, 81.0. 4, Marc 
Leishman, 96.0. 5, Dustin Johnson, 100.3. 
6, Patrick Reed, 101.3. 7, Stewart Cink, 
102.6. 8, Andres Romero, 103.5. 9, Ryan 
Palmer, 104.0. 10, 2 tied with 108.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Seung-Yul Noh, 64.37%. 2, Sergio 

Garcia, 62.96%. 3, John Senden, 62.73%. 
4, Adam Scott, 62.67%. 5, Greg Chalmers, 
62.50%. 6, Bill Haas, 62.16%. 7, Hunter 
Mahan, 61.46%. 8, Vijay Singh, 61.22%. 
9, Brendon Todd, 60.53%. 10, 3 tied with 
60.00%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Adam Scott, 152. 2, Dustin John-

son, 239. 3, Bubba Watson, 299. 4, Ryan 
Palmer, 310. 5, Sergio Garcia, 333. 6, Rory 
McIlroy, 344. 7, Harris English, 352. 8, John 
Senden, 374. 9, Will MacKenzie, 377. 10, 
Justin Rose, 378.

LPGA Tour statistics
Through June 1

Scoring
1, Stacy Lewis, 69.15. 2, Michelle Wie, 

69.49. 3, Lexi Thompson, 70.05. 4, Inbee 
Park, 70.11. 5, Azahara Munoz, 70.16. 6, 
Suzann Pettersen, 70.17. 7, Jenny Shin, 
70.32. 8, Chella Choi, 70.33. 9, Karrie 
Webb, 70.44. 10, Lydia Ko, 70.47.

Driving Distance
1, Lexi Thompson, 275.4. 2, Gerina Pill-

er, 274.0. 3, Joanna Klatten, 273.7. 4, Anya 
Alvarez, 272.4. 5, Yani Tseng, 270.5. 6, Lau-
ra Davies, 269.7. 7, Alena Sharp, 269.0. 8, 
Carlota Ciganda, 268.8. 9, Brittany Linci-
come, 268.7. 10, Caroline Hedwall, 264.8.

Greens in Regulation Pct.
1, Suzann Pettersen, 79.50%. 2, Mi-

chelle Wie, 78.90%. 3, Stacy Lewis, 
78.30%. 4, Gerina Piller, 77.00%. 5, Lexi 
Thompson, 76.60%. 6, Anna Nordqvist, 
76.20%. 7, Azahara Munoz, 76.10%. 8, 
Christina Kim, 75.80%. 9, Chella Choi, 
75.10%. 10, So Yeon Ryu, 74.40%.

Putting Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 1.739. 2, Haru Nomura, 

1.757. 3, Sandra Gal, 1.759. 4, Inbee Park, 
1.762. 5, Michelle Wie, 1.771. 6, Line Vedel, 
1.774. 7, Paula Creamer, 1.774. 8, Jennifer 
Kirby, 1.776. 9, Morgan Pressel, 1.777. 10, 
Jessica Korda, 1.777.

Birdie Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 4.45. 2, Suzann Pet-

tersen, 4.03. 3, Michelle Wie, 4.02. 4, Lexi 
Thompson, 3.98. 5, Shanshan Feng, 3.90. 
6, Anna Nordqvist, 3.85. 7, Azahara Mu-
noz, 3.84. 8, Inbee Park, 3.78. 9, Jessica 
Korda, 3.77. 10, Chella Choi, 3.76.

Eagle Average
1, Carlota Ciganda, .167. 2 (tie), Paula 

Creamer and Gerina Piller, .156. 4 (tie), 
Cristie Kerr and Caroline Hedwall, .154. 6 
(tie), Michelle Wie and Karine Icher, .140. 
8, Shanshan Feng, .129. 9 (tie), Karrie 
Webb and Jessica Korda, .128.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Karin Sjodin, 75.00%. 2, Sydnee Mi-

chaels, 64.86%. 3, Lydia Ko, 62.07%. 4, 
Lee-Anne Pace, 61.90%. 5, Michelle Wie, 
61.29%. 6, Megan McChrystal, 60.00%. 
7, Lizette Salas, 58.54%. 8 (tie), Natalie 
Gulbis and Jee Young Lee, 57.14%. 10, 
Katherine Kirk, 56.60%.

Rounds Under Par
1, Michelle Wie, .837. 2, Stacy Lewis, 

.809. 3, Lexi Thompson, .707. 4, Karrie 
Webb, .692. 5, Azahara Munoz, .686. 6, Su-
zann Pettersen, .686. 7, Inbee Park, .676. 
8, So Yeon Ryu, .658. 9, Chella Choi, .653. 
10, Lydia Ko, .651.

Champions Tour statistics
Through June 1

Charles Schwab Cup
1, Bernhard Langer, 1,511 Points. 2, Co-

lin Montgomerie, 1,227. 3, Jay Haas, 1,182. 
4, Fred Couples, 781. 5, Kenny Perry, 774. 
6, Tom Watson, 612. 7, Michael Allen, 559. 
8, Mark Calcavecchia, 530. 9, Tom Lehm-
an, 469. 10, Tom Pernice Jr., 410.

Scoring Average (Actual)
1, Bernhard Langer, 68.10. 2, Jay Haas, 

68.59. 3, Fred Couples, 68.94. 4, Colin 
Montgomerie, 68.96. 5, Kirk Triplett, 69.78. 
6, Michael Allen, 69.81. 7, Duffy Waldorf, 
69.83. 8 (tie), Fred Funk and Kenny Perry, 
70.07. 10, Bart Bryant, 70.11.

Driving Distance
1, John Riegger, 292.6. 2, Fred Couples, 

291.8. 3, Kenny Perry, 289.0. 4, Duffy Wal-
dorf, 285.2. 5, Billy Andrade, 280.7. 6, Tom 
Pernice Jr., 280.3. 7, Marco Dawson, 279.5. 
8, Sandy Lyle, 279.4. 9, Wes Short, Jr., 
279.2. 10, Kirk Triplett, 278.4.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Jeff Hart, 82.47%. 2, Joe Durant, 

82.14%. 3, Fred Funk, 80.86%. 4, Dana 
Quigley, 80.48%. 5, Tom Watson, 79.12%. 
6, Olin Browne, 79.08%. 7 (tie), Bob Gilder 
and Peter Senior, 78.86%. 9, Bruce Fleish-
er, 78.02%. 10, Wayne Levi, 77.92%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Bernhard Langer, 80.00%. 2, Tom 

Lehman, 79.29%. 3, Jeff Maggert, 77.78%. 
4, Fred Funk, 75.78%. 5, Duffy Waldorf, 
75.56%. 6, Jay Haas, 74.80%. 7, Steve Pate 
, 74.44%. 8, Mark Calcavecchia, 74.22%. 9, 
Fred Couples, 74.07%. 10, Scott Dunlap, 
73.99%.

Total Driving
1, Joe Durant, 20. 2, Bernhard Langer, 

24. 3, Marco Dawson, 33. 4, Jeff Maggert 
, 37. 5, Russ Cochran, 42. 6, Tom Lehman, 
44. 7, Mark Calcavecchia, 48. 8 (tie), Bart 
Bryant and Tom Watson, 51. 10, John 
Riegger, 54.

Putting Average
1, Jay Haas, 1.706. 2, David Frost, 1.712. 

3, Fred Couples, 1.717. 4, Colin Mont-
gomerie, 1.718. 5, Mark McNulty, 1.722. 6, 
Bernhard Langer, 1.725. 7, Michael Allen, 
1.726. 8, Mark O’Meara, 1.731. 9, Rocco 
Mediate, 1.735. 10, Jeff Sluman, 1.737.

Birdie Average
1, Bernhard Langer, 5.14. 2, Fred Cou-

ples, 4.94. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 4.42. 4 
(tie), Mark Calcavecchia and Jay Haas, 
4.38. 6 (tie), Tom Pernice Jr. and Michael 
Allen, 4.19. 8, Steve Elkington, 4.13. 9 (tie), 
Rocco Mediate and Kirk Triplett, 4.11.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Kirk Triplett, 64.8. 2, Mark O’Meara, 

84.0. 3, Wes Short, Jr., 104.4. 4, Fred Cou-
ples, 108.0. 5, Tom Pernice Jr., 115.2. 6, Joe 
Durant, 126.0. 7 (tie), Kenny Perry, Gene 
Sauers and Duffy Waldorf, 130.5. 10, Dana 
Quigley, 135.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Jay Haas, 68.42%. 2, Tom Lehman, 

67.86%. 3 (tie), Chien Soon Lu and Duffy 
Waldorf, 66.67%. 5, Tommy Armour III, 
63.33%. 6, Brad Faxon, 62.50%. 7, Brian 
Henninger, 60.61%. 8, Marco Dawson, 
60.00%. 9, Corey Pavin, 58.82%. 10, Willie 
Wood, 57.89%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Jay Haas, 91. 2, Bernhard Langer, 

103. 3, Tom Lehman, 120. 4, Duffy Wal-
dorf, 135. 5, Joe Durant, 137. 6 (tie), Fred 
Couples and Colin Montgomerie, 138. 8, 
Mark Calcavecchia, 168. 9, Kenny Perry, 
173. 10, Kirk Triplett, 176.

PGA Tour FedExCup leaders
Through June 1

Rank Player Points YTD Money
 1. Jimmy Walker 2,239 $4,722,075
 2. Bubba Watson 2,048 $4,978,679
 3. Matt Kuchar 1,625 $3,566,602
 4. Dustin Johnson 1,505 $3,696,475
 5. Jordan Spieth 1,441 $3,369,464
 6. Chris Kirk 1,429 $2,784,093
 7. Patrick Reed 1,364 $3,038,426
 8. Harris English 1,327 $2,606,972
 9. Brendon Todd 1,237 $2,477,223
10. Kevin Na 1,214 $2,404,228
11. Jim Furyk 1,165 $2,919,936
12. Adam Scott 1,148 $2,521,450
13. Zach Johnson 1,138 $2,303,003
14. Hideki Matsuyama 1,125 $2,283,868
15. John Senden 1,080 $2,163,404
16. Matt Every 1,051 $2,102,826
17. Ryan Moore 1,043 $2,311,218
18. Webb Simpson 1,001 $2,118,756
19. Kevin Stadler 975 $1,969,998
20. Graham DeLaet 954 $2,071,196
21. Gary Woodland 940 $2,043,013
22. Charles Howell III 916 $1,738,229
23. Martin Kaymer 909 $2,318,602
24. Ryan Palmer 897 $1,769,371
25. Will MacKenzie 880 $1,782,250
26. Matt Jones 874 $1,759,235
27. Keegan Bradley 868 $1,710,280
28. Seung-Yul Noh 854 $1,703,173
29. Brian Stuard 853 $1,653,919
30. J.B. Holmes 845 $1,877,040
31. Charley Hoffman 817 $1,467,956
32. Bill Haas 814 $1,455,768
33. Sergio Garcia 802 $2,047,867
34. Jason Day 799 $2,035,780
35. Russell Knox 793 $1,247,924
36. Rory McIlroy 786 $1,890,140
37. Russell Henley 786 $1,635,328
38. Jason Dufner 774 $1,583,086
39. Daniel Summerhays 739 $1,242,899
40. Luke Donald 688 $1,325,800
41. Ryo Ishikawa 680 $1,266,138
42. Justin Rose 675 $1,696,179
43. Steven Bowditch 673 $1,356,069
44. Chris Stroud 671 $1,336,482
45. Marc Leishman 663 $1,305,042
46. Pat Perez 661 $1,277,550
47. Brian Harman 658 $1,159,394
48. Chesson Hadley 649 $1,237,706
49. Jason Bohn 643 $1,280,214
50. Scott Brown 641 $1,133,907
51. Freddie Jacobson 637 $1,214,384
52. Jason Kokrak 632 $1,071,033
53. Rickie Fowler 615 $1,514,610
54. Cameron Tringale 614 $1,035,114 

AP sportlight
June 5

1884 — James McLaughlin becomes 
the first jockey to ride three consecutive 
Belmont Stakes winners, when he rides 
Panique to victory. He previously won 
with George Kinney (1883) and Forester 
(1882). McLaughlin repeats his feat in 
1886-88. McLaughlin’s triple is matched 
by jockey Laffit Pincay Jr. in 1984.

1925 — Willie McFarlane beats Bobby 
Jones by one stroke in the second round 
of a playoff to capture the U.S. Open.

1937 — War Admiral, ridden by Charles 
Kurtsinger, wins the Triple Crown with a 
three-length victory over Sceneshifter in 
the Belmont Stakes.

1943 — Count Fleet, ridden by Johnny 
Longden, wins the Triple Crown with a 
25-length romp over Fairy Manhunt in 
the Belmont Stakes. Count Fleet is such 
a heavy favorite for the race, going off at 
odds of 1-20, that no place or show wa-
gering is allowed.

1952 — Jersey Joe Walcott scores a 
15-round unanimous decision over Ez-
zard Charles in Philadelphia to retain the 
world heavyweight title.

1961 — The newly formed American 
Basketball League adopts the 3-point 
field goal.

1977 — The Portland Trail Blazers hold 
off the Philadelphia 76ers 109-107 to win 
the NBA championship in six games. 
Portland becomes the first team in the 
31-year history of the league to win four 
straight after losing the first two games.

 1994 — Beth Daniel’s 20-under 268 in 
the Oldsmobile Classic ties the LPGA re-
cord for 72 holes by Nancy Lopez in the 
1985 Henredon Classic. 
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — When the U.S. 
soccer team talks strategy, it 
sounds a bit like people picking 
lottery numbers or the start of a 
keno game: 4-4-2. 4-2-3-1. 4-3-3.

Two weeks before the Amer-
icans’ World Cup opener, 
they’re still tinkering with their 
formation.

“There’s no such thing as a 
best system,” U.S. coach Jurgen 
Klinsmann said. “It’s the whole 
team, how it shapes up and how 
it works as an entire unit, how it 
attacks collectively and how it de-
fends collectively.”

After replacing Bob Bradley 
as the Americans’ coach in July 
2011, Klinsmann most often used 
a 4-2-3-1 formation: four defend-
ers with two defensive midfield-
ers in front of them. Higher up 
the field were three advanced 
midfielders supporting a lone 
forward.

Jozy Altidore usually was the 
striker when Klinsmann had his 
full player pool available, and 
Clint Dempsey was in the cen-
tral attacking midfield role or ad-
vanced to a withdrawn forward.

But Klinsmann switched to a 
4-4-2 for last month’s exhibition 
against Mexico with a diamond 
midfield that pushed midfielder 
Michael Bradley into an attack-
ing position and moved Dempsey 
closer to goal, where he could link 
better with Altidore.

“It’s important to mix it up,” 
Dempsey said. “In the past, 
maybe I was more withdrawn at 
times. I’m trying to also be up 
there and be next to him in terms 
of just not having him be the only 
guy that’s up top.”

Bradley scored the opener in 
the 2-2 tie against Mexico and 
assisted on a goal by Chris Won-
dolowski, who started on a day 
Altidore remained with Sunder-
land in England.

In Sunday’s 2-1 exhibition win 
over Turkey, Bradley set up Fa-
bian Johnson’s goal with a bril-
liant chip on a one-two exchange. 
Dempsey scored the second 
goal when a defender failed to 
clear a cross by left back Timmy 
Chandler.

But with Bradley farther up the 
field and Jermaine Jones alone in 
front of the defense, Turkey had a 
half-dozen good scoring chances 
in the first half. Klinsmann then 
told Bradley to drop back into a 
flat four midfield alongside Kyle 
Beckerman in the second half. 
Still, Bradley had to get higher 
when the Americans attacked, 
and a heat map shows he ran 
constantly between the penalty 
areas.

“My role? Is in the center of 
the field, in the center of the mid-
field,” Bradley said. “I try to do 
as much as possible to help the 
team, whether it’s scoring goals, 
setting up goals, winning tackles, 
intercepting balls. I try to have 
as big an impact on the game as 

possible. I think when you look 
around the world now, midfield-
ers who can do everything are so 
important for their team, so that’s 
what I try to do.”

Bradley, the 26-year-old son of 
the former coach, has developed 
into the engine of the U.S. team.

“I think we’re starting to see 
more of the full Michael Brad-

ley,” Altidore said. “You saw what 
he could do on the defensive side. 
He’s very good at winning tackles 
and distributing the ball. Going 
forward, he’s also very good.”

The U.S. has just two more big 
tests before leaving for Brazil: 
an exhibition against Nigeria on 
Saturday at Jacksonville, Fla., 
followed by a scrimmage against 

Belgium on June 12. The Ameri-
cans open on June 16 against 
Ghana — which eliminated the 
U.S. from the past two World 
Cups — then play Portugal and 
Cristiano Ronaldo six days later. 
The Americans close the first 
round against three-time cham-
pion Germany.

“You can win a tournament like 
Spain did two years ago, play a 4-
6-0, leave all the strikers out and 
have midfielders that score all the 
goals,” Klinsmann said. “Systems 
in the near future have no mean-
ing anymore, really.”

Notes: Chandler transferred 
from relegated Nuremberg to 
Eintracht Frankfurt, his origi-
nal club, agreeing to a three-year 
contract. ... A day after arriving 
in Jacksonville, players went for a 
pre-breakfast run on a beach. ... 
MLS has an all-time high 21 play-
ers on World Cup rosters, up from 
six in 2010 and its most since 19 
in 1998. While 19 players were 
from the U.S. in 1998, 10 are from 
the U.S. this year.
AP Sports Writers Rachel Cohen and 
Janie McCauley contributed to this 
report.

WORLD CUP

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

U.S. coach Jurgen Klinsmann, center, talks to forwards Jozy Altidore, left, and Clint Dempsey during a 
workout last Saturday. Klinsmann’s switch to a 4-4-2 diamond formation puts Dempsey up top, where 
he could link better with Altidore. Previously Altidore was the lone forward.

Klinsmann’s tinkering puts Dempsey, Bradley into more attacking spots

US formation remains work in progress
 The 4-4-2 
diamond removes 
the two outside 
midfielders, 
electing to play 
with four central 
midfielders.

SOURCE: USA Today.com

Did you know

‘ My role? Is in the center 
of the field, in the center 
of the midfield. I try to do 
as much as possible to 
help the team, whether 
it’s scoring goals, setting 
up goals, winning
tackles, intercepting
balls. I try to have as
big an impact on the 
game as possible. ’

Michael Bradley
US midfielder
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NHL PLAYOFFS

BY LANCE PUGMIRE

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES

So much has changed 
around Jonathan Quick 
this postseason.

But for Game 1 of 
the Stanley Cup finals against 
the New York Rangers set for 
Wednesday at Staples Center, his 
approach remained the same.

As the defense-minded Los An-
geles Kings have been confronted 
in the playoffs by three of the 
Western Conference’s top four 
scoring teams, they adjusted with 
a more offensive effort, increas-
ing their regular-season scoring 
average by nearly a full goal.

That left Quick more vulner-
able to the odd-man rushes and 
wide-open hockey the Kings usu-
ally prevented in the regular sea-
son, when they gave up the fewest 
goals in the NHL.

“There’s times we 
haven’t played our 
best and left him 
hung out to 
dry,” Kings 
defense-
man 

Alec Martinez said, with playoff 
opponents scoring an average 
of 2.86 goals per game against 
Quick. His regular-season aver-
age was 2.07.

But such turbulence hasn’t dis-
tracted Quick from winning.

“With big saves at the right 
time, he’s been huge for us,” 
Kings goaltender coach Bill 
Ranford said. “Look at all three 
series. When we’ve needed him, 
he’s there.”

In Game 7 of the conference 
finals at defending champion 
Chicago, the Kings answered 
a 2-0 deficit with two goals. 
Then, 12 seconds later, a 
shot by Blackhawks for-
ward Patrick Sharp took 
a bad bounce off the ice 
and found its way past 

Quick.
“A large number of goalies col-

lapse after that one,” Ranford 
said. “His mental capabilities to 
forget have been unbelievable in 
this playoff run.”

Quick stopped 33 of Chicago’s 
next 34 shots, including a point-
blank shot in the final seconds of 
regulation, helping the Kings to a 
5-4 overtime win.

“Just because it’s a Game 7 ... 
if you give up a couple 

goals, or a weird 
bounce, be-

cause of 
your 

preparation all year and through-
out your career, you should be the 
same and handle it the same as 
any situation,” Quick said Tues-
day during Stanley Cup media 
day at Staples Center.

Quick stared down a team-wide 
meltdown that saw him pulled 
in Game 2 of the first-round se-
ries against San Jose, when the 
Sharks scored 17 goals in the first 
three games. Quick’s response: 
only two goals allowed in the final 
three games of the rally from a 
three-games-to-none hole.

“When he’s on, he makes saves 
that you don’t really expect,” 
Rangers center Brian Boyle said. 
“He’s pretty acrobatic and ... they 
feed off that. He can bail them 
out.”

Against the Ducks in Game 7, 
he stopped Anaheim goals leader 
Corey Perry with a poke-check 
on a penalty shot, providing 
momentum that led to a rout.

Similarly against Chicago, 
Quick gloved a wide-open 
Brent Seabrook shot that 
would have given the Black-
hawks a 3-0 lead in Game 2, 
and the Kings responded 
with the next six goals and a 

run of three wins.
“You just try to make the next 

save,” Quick said of giving up 
goals.. “I don’t think that (Sea-
brook) moment was any different
than all season, all playoffs.

“Whether it’s Game 7 or a 
game in December ... if you’re not
approaching those games in De-
cember like you approach [play-
off games], you’re leaving your
team short, no? Every time, you
prepare as if you’re going to give
everything you can. The repeti-
tion of that ... you do that enough
throughout the regular season, 
that gets you to the postseason,
and because you’ve prepared for
those games, it gives you a little
advantage in this time of the
year.”

In the opposing net for the 
team Quick watched as a child in
Connecticut will be Henrik Lun-
dqvist. The Rangers goalie knows
his adversary’s work.

“He’s extremely aggressive,
like a gymnast out there,” Lun-
dqvist said.

Rangers defenseman Ryan Mc-
Donagh, who was a teammate of
Quick on the U.S. Olympic team,
said the goalies are comparable.

“You don’t see (Quick)
get rattled very much,” 

McDonagh said. “Just
gets ready for the 
next faceoff. Very 

similar in that 
aspect of just let-
ting things go
quickly.”

Kings’ Quick comes through when it counts

Los Angeles 
Kings goalie 

Jonathan Quick has a 
.906 save percentage 
during the playoffs 
this season. 

WALLY SKALIJ,
LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

‘With big saves at the right time, he’s been 
huge for us. Look at all three series. When 
we’ve needed him, he’s there. ’

Bill Ranford
Los Angeles Kings goaltending coach
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NHL PLAYOFFS

Stanley Cup finals
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)

N.Y. Rangers vs. Los Angeles
Wednesday: at Los Angeles
Saturday: at Los Angeles
Monday: at N.Y. Rangers
Wednesday: N.Y. Rangers
x-Friday, June 13: at Los Angeles
x-Monday, June 16: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Wednesday, June 18: at Los Angeles

Playoff leaders
Scoring

Through June 3
 GP G A PTS
Anze Kopitar, LA 21 5 19 24
Jeff Carter, LA 21 9 13 22
Patrick Kane, Chi 19 8 12 20
Marian Gaborik, LA 21 12 7 19
Justin Williams, LA 21 7 11 18
Jonathan Toews, Chi 19 9 8 17
Brandon Saad, Chi 19 6 10 16
Drew Doughty, LA 21 4 12 16
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 12 4 11 15
Brent Seabrook, Chi 16 3 12 15
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 13 6 8 14
P.K. Subban, Mon 17 5 9 14
Zach Parise, Min 13 4 10 14
Marian Hossa, Chi 19 2 12 14
Tyler Toffoli, LA 21 7 6 13
Martin St. Louis, NYR 20 6 7 13
Derek Stepan, NYR 19 5 8 13
Lars Eller, Mtl 17 5 8 13
Ryan McDonagh, NYR 20 3 10 13
Dustin Brown, LA 21 4 8 12
Tanner Pearson, LA 19 4 8 12
Rene Bourque, Mtl 17 8 3 11
Jake Muzzin, LA 21 5 6 11
Brad Richards, NYR 20 5 6 11
Max Pacioretty, Mtl 17 5 6 11
Duncan Keith, Chi 19 4 7 11
Mats Zuccarello, NYR 20 4 7 11
Brendan Gallagher, Mtl 17 4 7 11
Corey Perry, Ana 13 4 7 11

Goaltending
 G SA GA GAA
Tuukka Rask, Bos 12 348 25 1.99
Henrik Lundqvist, NYR 20 543 39 2.03
Carey Price, Mtl 12 358 29 2.35
Marc-Andre Fleury, Pit 13 378 32 2.40
Corey Crawford, Chi 19 590 52 2.53
Ilya Bryzgalov, Min 9 182 21 2.63
Ryan Miller, Stl 6 185 19 2.70
Semyon Varlamov, Col 7 231 20 2.78
Jonathan Quick, LA 21 628 59 2.86
Frederik Andersen, Ana 7 189 19 3.10
Sergei Bobrovsky, Clb 6 218 20 3.17

Calendar
June 18 — Last possible day for Stan-

ley Cup finals.
June 25 — NHL awards, Las Vegas.
June 27-28 — NHL draft, Philadelphia.
July 1 — Free agency begins.
July 5 — Deadline for player-elected

salary arbitration notification.
July 6 — Deadline for club-elected sal-

ary arbitration notification.
July 20-Aug. 6 — Salary arbitration

hearings held.
Aug. 8 — Deadline for salary arbitra-

tion decisions. 

Scoreboard

Rangers, Kings ready for big Stanley Cup finish
BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Although 
the Los Angeles Kings and the 
New York Rangers have played 
41 combined postseason games 
over the previous six weeks, they 
still have ample energy for the big 
finale to their epic playoff chase.

“No, you don’t get tired right 
now,” said Kings forward Mar-
ian Gaborik, the former 40-goal 
scorer for the Rangers. “All you 
think about is winning the Stan-
ley Cup.”

When they meet at Staples Cen-
ter on Wednesday night to begin 
the first New York-L.A. Cup final 
in NHL history, the Rangers and 
Kings are prepared for one more 
exhausting series in a spring filled 
with two-week sagas, nail-biting 
finishes and Game 7 heroics.

No team in NHL history had 
made it to the Stanley Cup finals 
after going seven games in each of 
the first two rounds — until New 
York and Los Angeles both did it 
this spring. The Kings even went 
one longer, playing the maximum 
21 games.

Yet neither team will be satis-
fied without one more achieve-
ment. The Rangers haven’t won 
the Stanley Cup since 1994, while 
the Kings are just two years re-
moved from their only NHL 
championship. Two franchises 
long familiar with losing have the 
chance to raise the Cup again, 
and the players already felt the 
energy building when they went 
through practices Tuesday.

“It’s definitely been a grind, 
but that’s why you play hockey,” 
Kings forward Jeff Carter said. 
“We know what we went through 
to get here, and we’re willing to 
go through a little more.”

Five things to watch when the 
Kings host Game 1 of the Stanley 
Cup finals for the first time in 
franchise history:

1Playing favorites: Al-
though Los Angeles won 
just one more regular-sea-
son game than New York, 

most hockey observers think the 
Kings are strong favorites after 
they survived three playoff rounds 
in the superior Western Confer-
ence. Neither team is listening: 
The Kings aren’t interested in 
prognostication, and the Rang-
ers relish the pressure-free role 
of an underdog. “It doesn’t mat-

ter about public opinion, media 
opinion,” New York’s Martin St. 
Louis said. “We’re still here, and 
we know we have a chance.”

2Good to go: Kings goalie 
Jonathan Quick said he’s 
fine after leaving prac-
tice a bit early Tuesday 

when he took a shot off his collar-
bone. Although the Kings are the 
NHL’s highest-scoring playoff 
team, defense-minded Los An-
geles needs its franchise goalie 
in top form. Quick has won three 
straight Game 7s this spring, 
even if his statistics aren’t as im-
pressive as they were in his Conn 
Smythe-winning season in 2012. 
The Rangers can’t expect Quick 
to help them out the way he did 
in New York’s only previous trip 
here in October, when he knocked 
Ryan McDonagh’s long clearing 
attempt into his own net during a 
3-1 loss.

3No captain, my captain: 
You won’t see a “C” on a 
blue shirt this series. If 
the Rangers win the Stan-

ley Cup, they don’t have a captain 
to raise it after trading Ryan Cal-
lahan in March. That role is being 
played unofficially by Brad Rich-
ards, a healthy scratch in last 
season’s playoffs and a potential 
salary-cap casualty this sum-
mer. But the 2004 Conn Smythe 
winner, who flirted heavily with 
the Kings in free agency in 2011, 
is back in form this season. The 
Rangers likely need his resurgent 
offense to win that Cup.

4Dewey the Great: Even 
after strong offensive ef-
forts by Marian Gaborik, 
Anze Kopitar and Jeff 

Carter, the Kings believe their 
most dynamic playoff performer 
has been Drew Doughty. The in-
exhaustible defenseman is look-

ing to add a second Stanley Cup 
title to his two Olympic gold med-
als, and he’s the current favorite 
for the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
the playoff MVP. Casual hockey 
fans who might not understand 
Doughty’s two-way brilliance 
should be in for a treat.

5Secondhand familiar-
ity: Although the two 
teams haven’t met in six 
months, Rangers coach 

Alain Vigneault led the Vancou-
ver Canucks against Los Angeles 
for seven years, including two of 
the previous four postseasons. 
He knows all about Kings coach 
Darryl Sutter’s defense-minded 
system and Los Angeles’ hard-
hitting style. “It’s a team that 
obviously has grown through the 
years. It has a real good balance. 
That’s why they’re getting an-
other chance to compete for the 
Cup.”

NAM Y. HUH/AP 

Los Angeles Kings head coach Darryl Sutter, rear, watches with team captain Dustin Brown, left, and 
Jeff Carter during the first period of Game 7 of the Western Conference finals against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday. Sutter has guided the Kings to Game 7 wins in the first three rounds and they 
are strong favorites to win their second Stanley Cup in three years. The Kings beat the New Jersey 
Devils in 2012 for the franchise’s first championship in its 47-year history.
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 35 24 .593 —
Baltimore 29 27 .518  4½
New York 29 28 .509  5
Boston 27 31 .466  7½
Tampa Bay 23 36 .390 12

Central Division
Detroit 31 23 .574 —
Chicago 30 30 .500  4
Cleveland 29 30 .492  4½
Kansas City 28 30 .483  5
Minnesota 27 29 .482  5

West Division
Oakland 36 22 .621 —
Los Angeles 30 27 .526  5½
Seattle 30 28 .517  6
Texas 29 29 .500  7
Houston 25 34 .424 11½

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 31 26 .544 —
Miami 30 28 .517  1½
Washington 28 28 .500  2½
New York 28 30 .483  3½
Philadelphia 24 32 .429  6½

Central Division
Milwaukee 35 24 .593 —
St. Louis 30 29 .508  5
Pittsburgh 28 30 .483  6½
Cincinnati 27 29 .482  6½
Chicago 21 34 .382 12

West Division
San Francisco 37 21 .638 —
Los Angeles 31 29 .517  7
Colorado 28 29 .491  8½
San Diego 26 33 .441 11½
Arizona 24 36 .400 14

Monday’s games
Cleveland 3, Boston 2
Seattle 10, N.Y. Yankees 2
N.Y. Mets 11, Philadelphia 2
Miami 3, Tampa Bay 1
Milwaukee 6, Minnesota 2
Kansas City 6, St. Louis 0
L.A. Dodgers 5, Chicago White Sox 2
Pittsburgh 10, San Diego 3

Tuesday’s games
Cleveland 5, Boston 3
Oakland 5, N.Y. Yankees 2, 10 innings
Toronto 5, Detroit 3
Baltimore 8, Texas 3
Houston 7, L.A. Angels 2
Washington 7, Philadelphia 0
Cincinnati 8, San Francisco 3
Seattle 7, Atlanta 5
Miami 1, Tampa Bay 0
Kansas City 8, St. Louis 7
Chicago Cubs 2, N.Y. Mets 1
Minnesota 6, Milwaukee 4
Arizona 4, Colorado 2
Chicago White Sox 4, L.A. Dodgers 1
Pittsburgh 4, San Diego 1

Wednesday’s games
Boston at Cleveland
Oakland at N.Y. Yankees
Toronto at Detroit
Baltimore at Texas
L.A. Angels at Houston
Seattle at Atlanta
Pittsburgh at San Diego
Philadelphia at Washington
Miami at Tampa Bay
San Francisco at Cincinnati
N.Y. Mets at Chicago Cubs
Milwaukee at Minnesota
St. Louis at Kansas City
Arizona at Colorado
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Dodgers

Thursday’s games
Oakland (Pomeranz 5-2) at N.Y. Yan-

kees (Tanaka 8-1)
Toronto (Happ 4-2) at Detroit (Ver-

lander 6-4)
L.A. Angels (Skaggs 4-3) at Houston 

(Peacock 1-4)
Baltimore (Mi.Gonzalez 3-4) at Texas 

(Lewis 4-4)
San Francisco (Bumgarner 7-3) at Cin-

cinnati (Leake 3-4)
Philadelphia (K.Kendrick 1-5) at Wash-

ington (Fister 3-1)
Miami (Ja.Turner 1-3) at Tampa Bay 

(Odorizzi 2-5)
N.Y. Mets (deGrom 0-2) at Chicago 

Cubs (T.Wood 5-5)
Milwaukee (W.Peralta 4-5) at Minne-

sota (Correia 2-6)
St. Louis (Wacha 4-3) at Kansas City 

(Ventura 2-5)
Arizona (Arroyo 4-4) at Colorado 

(Nicasio 5-3)

Tuesday
Indians 5, Red Sox 3

Boston     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Holt 1b 5 0 1 0 Bourn cf 4 1 2 2
Bogarts 3b 4 2 2 1 ACarer ss 4 1 1 0
Pedroia 2b 4 0 2 1 Brantly lf 4 1 1 1
D.Ortiz dh 4 0 0 0 Kipnis 2b 4 0 2 0
JGoms lf 3 1 1 0 Chsnhll 1b 4 0 2 1
GSizmr ph 1 0 0 0 Raburn dh 4 0 0 0
Przyns c 4 0 1 0 DvMrp rf 3 0 1 0
Hassan rf 4 0 0 0 YGoms c 4 1 2 0
BrdlyJr cf 3 0 1 0 Aviles 3b 2 1 0 0
JHerrr ss 4 0 2 1 
Totals 36 3 10 3 Totals 33 5 11 4
Boston 001 001 100—3
Cleveland 300 000 20x—5

E—Peavy (1). DP—Boston 2, Cleveland 
1. LOB—Boston 11, Cleveland 6. 2B—Bo-
gaerts (16), Pedroia (19), Bourn (6). HR—
Bogaerts (5). SB—Kipnis (6). S—Aviles. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston
Peavy L,1-3 61⁄3 8 5 5 1 3
A.Miller  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 2
Breslow  1⁄3 2 0 0 0 0
Badenhop  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Cleveland
House 52⁄3 6 2 2 2 4
Rzepczynski H,6  1⁄3 1 0 0 0 0
Atchison BS,2-3  1⁄3 2 1 1 1 0
Hagadone W,1-0 11⁄3 1 0 0 0 3
Allen S,5-6 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Rzepczynski (Bradley Jr.), 
by House (Bogaerts). WP—Rzepczynski. 
T—3:09. A—18,738 (42,487).

Athletics 5, Yankees 2 (10)
Oakland     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 4 0 1 0 Gardnr lf 5 1 1 0
Jaso c 4 0 0 0 Jeter dh 5 0 0 0
Dnldsn 3b 5 0 0 0 Ellsury cf 4 0 1 0
Moss dh 4 2 2 2 Teixeir 1b 5 1 2 2
Cespds lf 3 1 1 0 Solarte 2b-3b 3 0 1 0
Lowrie ss 4 1 1 1 ASorin rf 3 0 0 0
Callasp 1b 3 1 0 0 ISuzuki rf 1 0 0 0
Gentry rf 2 0 0 0 SSizmr 3b 3 0 1 0
Vogt ph 1 0 1 1 BRorts ph-2b 1 0 0 0
Blanks rf 1 0 1 1 JMrphy c 2 0 0 0
Sogard 2b 4 0 0 0 McCnn ph-c 1 0 1 0
     Ryan ss 4 0 0 0
Totals 35 5 7 5 Totals 37 2 7 2
Oakland 000 010 010 3—5
New York 100 001 000 0—2

E—Ellsbury (1). DP—New York 2. LOB—
Oakland 4, New York 8. 2B—Lowrie (16), 
Vogt (1). HR—Moss 2 (15), Teixeira (10). 
SB—Ellsbury (16). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Kazmir 61⁄3 6 2 2 2 10
Abad  2⁄3 0 0 0 1 1
Gregerson 1 0 0 0 0 1
Otero W,5-1 1 1 0 0 0 0
Doolittle S,6-7 1 0 0 0 0 1
New York
Kuroda 62⁄3 2 1 1 1 2
Betances BS,1-1 11⁄3 1 1 1 1 2
Dav.Robertson 1 0 0 0 0 0
Warren L,1-3  1⁄3 3 3 3 1 0
Claiborne  2⁄3 1 0 0 1 0

Abad pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 
T—3:33. A—41,677 (49,642).

Blue Jays 5, Tigers 3
Toronto     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 4 1 1 0 Kinsler 2b 3 1 0 0
MeCarr lf 4 0 0 0 TrHntr rf 4 0 0 0
Bautist rf 4 1 1 1 MiCarr 1b 3 1 0 0
Encrnc 1b 3 1 1 0 VMrtnz dh 4 0 2 0
Lind dh 3 0 0 0 JMrtnz lf 4 1 1 3
Pillar ph-dh 0 0 0 1 D.Kelly 3b 4 0 1 0
Lawrie 2b-3b 4 1 1 3 AJcksn cf 3 0 0 0
JFrncs 3b 4 0 1 0 Avila c 3 0 0 0
StTllsn 2b 0 0 0 0 AnRmn ss 3 0 0 0
DNavrr c 3 0 0 0 
Gose cf 2 1 0 0 
Totals 31 5 5 5 Totals 31 3 4 3
Toronto 000 000 005—5
Detroit 000 000 003—3

LOB—Toronto 2, Detroit 3. 2B—Encarna-
cion (16), J.Francisco (8). HR—Lawrie (9), 
J.Martinez (3). SB—Gose (3). SF—Pillar.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Hutchison 7 3 0 0 0 7
McGowan W,3-2 1 0 0 0 0 1
Delabar  2⁄3 1 3 3 2 1
Janssen S,9-10  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Detroit
A.Sanchez 7 2 0 0 0 5
Chamberlain 1 0 0 0 0 0
Nathan L,2-2  1⁄3 2 4 4 2 0
Krol  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Alburquerque  1⁄3 1 1 1 0 0

T—2:51. A—33,488 (41,681).

Nationals 7, Phillies 0
Philadelphia     Washington
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Rollins ss 3 0 1 0 Span cf 5 3 3 0
Utley 2b 4 0 1 0 Clipprd p 0 0 0 0
Byrd rf 4 0 0 0 Rendon 3b 4 2 1 2
Howard 1b 4 0 1 0 Werth rf 4 0 1 2
Ruiz c 3 0 0 0 LaRoch 1b 3 0 0 1
DBrwn lf 3 0 1 0 Zmrmn lf 4 0 2 1
EMartn p 0 0 0 0 McLoth lf-cf 0 0 0 0
CHrndz ph 1 0 0 0 WRams c 4 0 0 0
Brignc 3b 4 0 1 0 Dsmnd ss 3 1 1 1
Revere cf 4 0 0 0 Espinos 2b 4 1 2 0
Buchnn p 2 0 0 0 Zmrmn p 2 0 0 0
Mayrry lf 1 0 1 0 Frndsn ph-lf 1 0 0 0
Totals 33 0 6 0 Totals 34 7 10 7
Philadelphia 000 000 000—0
Washington 003 013 00x—7

E—Rollins (5), Buchanan (2). LOB—Phil-
adelphia 8, Washington 7. 2B—Brignac (1), 
Werth (10), Zimmerman 2 (5). HR—Rendon 
(7), Desmond (11). S—Zimmermann.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
Buchanan L,1-2 6 10 7 7 2 6
E.Martin 2 0 0 0 1 1
Washington
Zimmermann W,4-2 8 5 0 0 1 4
Clippard 1 1 0 0 1 1

T—2:42. A—25,291 (41,408).

Pirates 4, Padres 1
Pittsburgh     San Diego
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JHrrsn lf 4 0 1 0 ECarer ss 3 0 0 0
Watson p 0 0 0 0 Headly 3b 4 1 1 0
Melncn p 0 0 0 0 S.Smith lf 4 0 1 0
Grilli p 0 0 0 0 Alonso 1b 4 0 1 1
NWalkr 2b 4 1 1 2 Gyorko 2b 4 0 0 0
AMcCt cf 3 0 0 0 Venale rf 2 0 1 0
I.Davis 1b 4 0 0 0 Denorfi ph-rf 2 0 0 0
RMartn c 3 1 1 0 Maybin cf 2 0 0 0
PAlvrz 3b 4 1 1 2 Rivera c 2 0 0 0
Snider rf 4 0 0 0 Hahn p 0 0 0 0
Mercer ss 4 0 2 0 Lane p 1 0 0 0
Cole p 2 1 0 0 Quentin ph 1 0 0 0
JHughs p 0 0 0 0 Qcknsh p 0 0 0 0
SMarte ph-lf 1 0 0 0 Street p 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 4 6 4 Totals 29 1 4 1
Pittsburgh 002 200 000—4
San Diego 000 001 000—1

LOB—Pittsburgh 4, San Diego 5. 2B—
Venable (9). HR—N.Walker (11), P.Alvarez 
(11). CS—E.Cabrera (6). S—Hahn. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Cole W,6-3 52⁄3 4 1 1 2 6
J.Hughes H,3  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Watson H,15 1 0 0 0 1 1
Melancon H,11 1 0 0 0 0 2
Grilli S,9-12 1 0 0 0 0 2
San Diego
Hahn L,0-1 32⁄3 6 4 4 2 5
Lane 31⁄3 0 0 0 0 3
Quackenbush 1 0 0 0 0 0
Street 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—2:43. A—20,520 (42,302).

Royals 8, Cardinals 7
Kansas City     St. Louis
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Aoki rf 4 1 1 1 MCrpnt 3b 2 1 2 0
Infante 2b 5 1 1 0 Wong 2b 5 1 1 4
Hosmer 1b 4 1 2 1 Rosnthl p 0 0 0 0
AGordn lf 4 1 2 3 Hollidy lf 3 1 0 0
S.Perez c 5 1 1 0 Craig 1b 5 1 1 0
L.Cain cf 3 0 0 0 YMolin c 5 0 0 0
Crow p 0 0 0 0 Tavers rf 3 1 1 1
WRdrg p 0 0 0 0 JhPerlt ss 4 0 2 1
BButler ph 1 0 1 0 Jay cf 3 0 1 0
Guthrie pr 0 0 0 0 Maness p 0 0 0 0
WDavis p 0 0 0 0 SFrmn p 0 0 0 0
GHllnd p 0 0 0 0 Neshek p 0 0 0 0
Mostks 3b 4 1 1 0 Descals ph-2b 1 0 0 0
AEscor ss 4 1 2 2 JGarci p 2 1 1 0
Shields p 2 1 2 1 Bourjos cf 2 1 1 1
Dyson cf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 38 8 13 8 Totals 35 7 10 7
Kansas City 000 060 011—8
St. Louis 040 021 000—7

E—Moustakas (4), Hosmer (5). DP—
Kansas City 2, St. Louis 2. LOB—Kan-
sas City 6, St. Louis 7. 2B—Infante (6), 
Moustakas (9), Shields (1), Jh.Peralta 2 
(14). 3B—A.Escobar (1). HR—A.Gordon (6), 
Wong (1), Bourjos (2). S—M.Carpenter. 
SF—Taveras. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City
Shields 51⁄3 9 7 5 4 1
Crow  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Wi.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 0
W.Davis W,5-1 1 1 0 0 0 1
G.Holland S,16-17 1 0 0 0 0 2
St. Louis
J.Garcia 5 8 6 6 0 3
Maness 1 0 0 0 0 0
S.Freeman H,2 11⁄3 0 0 0 1 2
Neshek BS,2-2  2⁄3 3 1 1 0 0
Rosenthal L,0-3 1 2 1 1 1 0

HBP—by J.Garcia (Hosmer). T—3:12. 
A—41,192 (45,399).

Mariners 7, Braves 5
Seattle     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
J.Jones cf 3 0 1 1 Heywrd rf 5 1 1 0
Gillespi ph 0 0 0 0 BUpton cf 5 2 2 1
Leone p 0 0 0 0 FFrmn 1b 4 1 1 1
Blmqst ph 1 0 0 0 J.Upton lf 4 0 0 0
Farqhr p 0 0 0 0 Gattis c 3 1 2 3
Rodney p 0 0 0 0 CJhnsn 3b 4 0 2 0
MSndrs rf 5 0 2 0 LaStell 2b 4 0 2 0
Cano 2b 5 0 3 0 ASmns ss 3 0 0 0
Seager 3b 5 0 0 0 Floyd p 2 0 0 0
Smoak 1b 5 0 0 0 Avilan p 0 0 0 0
Ackley lf 5 1 1 0 JSchafr ph 1 0 0 0
Buck c 4 3 3 2 A.Wood p 0 0 0 0
BMiller ss 3 2 2 1 Doumit ph 1 0 0 0
ERmrz p 0 0 0 0 Varvar p 0 0 0 0
Romer ph 1 1 1 3 
Wlhlms p 0 0 0 0 
EnChvz ph-cf 1 0 0 0 
Totals 38 7 13 7 Totals 36 5 10 5
Seattle 020 300 200—7
Atlanta 410 000 000—5

E—J.Jones (1), C.Johnson (4). DP—
Seattle 1. LOB—Seattle 8, Atlanta 7. 
2B—Cano (12), Heyward (8), C.Johnson 
(11). HR—Buck (1), Romero (3), B.Upton 
(5), Gattis (12). SB—B.Upton (9). S—
E.Ramirez, En.Chavez. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
E.Ramirez 3 8 5 5 1 4
Wilhelmsen 2 1 0 0 2 2
Leone W,2-0 2 0 0 0 0 4
Farquhar H,3 1 1 0 0 0 1
Rodney S,15-17 1 0 0 0 0 2
Atlanta
Floyd 5 10 5 3 1 4
Avilan 1 0 0 0 1 1
A.Wood L,5-6 2 2 2 2 0 2
Varvaro 1 1 0 0 0 1

Floyd pitched to 2 batters in the 6th. 
WP—E.Ramirez, Farquhar. T—3:08. A—
36,503 (49,586).

Cubs 2, Mets 1
New York     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
dnDkkr cf 5 1 2 0 Bonifac 2b 3 0 1 0
DnMrp 2b 5 0 1 0 Lake cf 4 0 0 0
DWrght 3b 2 0 0 0 Rizzo 1b 4 1 1 0
Grndrs rf 3 0 3 1 SCastro ss 4 0 0 0
CYoung lf 4 0 0 0 Valuen 3b 3 0 0 0
Duda 1b 3 0 1 0 Schrhlt rf 4 0 3 1
Flores ss 4 0 1 0 Coghln lf 3 1 1 1
dArnad c 4 0 1 0 JoBakr c 3 0 0 0
ZWhelr p 1 0 0 0 Arrieta p 1 0 0 0
Edgin p 0 0 0 0 Schlittr p 0 0 0 0
Black p 0 0 0 0 Barney ph 1 0 0 0
BAreu ph 1 0 0 0 Russell p 0 0 0 0
Rice p 0 0 0 0 NRmrz p 0 0 0 0
     Ruggin ph 1 0 0 0
     HRndn p 0 0 0 0
Totals 32 1 9 1 Totals 31 2 6 2
New York 100 000 000—1
Chicago 000 000 011—2

Two outs when winning run scored. 
E—Rizzo (3). DP—Chicago 1. LOB—New 
York 10, Chicago 5. HR—Coghlan (1). SB—
den Dekker (1), Granderson (3), Bonifacio 
(13). CS—Schierholtz (4). S—Z.Wheeler 2. 
SF—Granderson. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Z.Wheeler 62⁄3 2 0 0 2 7
Edgin BS,1-1  2⁄3 1 1 1 0 2
Black  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 2
Rice L,1-2  2⁄3 2 1 1 0 1
Chicago
Arrieta 42⁄3 7 1 1 3 2
Schlitter 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Russell 11⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
N.Ramirez  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
H.Rondon W,1-1 1 1 0 0 0 0

WP—Arrieta. T—3:19. A—34,697 
(41,072).

White Sox 4, Dodgers 1
Chicago     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Eaton cf 3 1 0 0 DGordn 2b 4 0 0 1
GBckh 2b 4 1 2 0 Ethier cf 5 0 0 0
JAreu 1b 4 1 2 3 Puig rf 4 0 2 0
A.Dunn lf 4 0 0 0 HRmrz ss 3 0 0 0
Sierra rf 0 0 0 0 AdGnzl 1b 4 0 0 0
AlRmrz ss 4 0 1 0 Kemp lf 4 1 1 0
Gillaspi 3b 3 0 0 0 Figgins 3b 3 0 1 0
Viciedo rf-lf 4 0 0 0 Butera c 3 0 2 0
Belisari p 0 0 0 0 Haren p 1 0 0 0
Flowrs c 3 1 1 1 Romak ph 1 0 0 0
Noesi p 2 0 0 0 Mahlm p 0 0 0 0
Konerk ph 1 0 1 0 JuTrnr ph 0 0 0 0
SDowns p 0 0 0 0 C.Perez p 0 0 0 0
Petrick p 0 0 0 0 
Putnm p 0 0 0 0 
De Aza lf 0 0 0 0 
Totals 32 4 7 4 Totals 32 1 6 1
Chicago 201 100 000—4
Los Angeles 010 000 000—1

DP—Los Angeles 2. LOB—Chicago 3, 
Los Angeles 12. 2B—G.Beckham (8), Puig 
(16). HR—J.Abreu (17), Flowers (5). SB—
Al.Ramirez (12). SF—D.Gordon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Noesi W,1-4 6 5 1 1 4 6
S.Downs H,4  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Petricka 0 0 0 0 2 0
Putnam H,6 11⁄3 1 0 0 1 1
Belisario S,4-7 1 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles
Haren L,5-4 6 6 4 4 1 2
Maholm 2 1 0 0 0 1
C.Perez 1 0 0 0 1 0

Petricka pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. T—3:05. A—44,477 (56,000).

Orioles 8, Rangers 3 
Baltimore     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Markks rf 6 1 3 1 Choo dh 3 0 0 0
Machd 3b 5 1 1 1 DMrph pr 0 0 0 0
N.Cruz lf 4 1 1 3 Andrus ss 5 0 0 0
Lough lf 0 0 0 0 Morlnd 1b 4 0 0 0
A.Jones cf 5 2 4 1 ABeltre 3b 4 1 3 1
C.Davis 1b 4 0 1 0 Rios rf 3 0 0 0
Hardy ss 5 0 1 0 Choice lf 3 0 0 0
DYong dh 5 1 2 1 LMartn cf 3 1 1 0
Schoop 2b 4 1 2 0 Chirins c 3 1 2 2
CJosph c 4 1 2 1 Odor 2b 3 0 1 0
Totals 42 8 17 8 Totals 31 3 7 3
Baltimore 000 101 060—8
Texas 000 100 101—3

DP—Baltimore 1, Texas 2. LOB—Bal-
timore 11, Texas 8. 2B—Schoop (8), 
C.Joseph (1), Chirinos (6). 3B—L.Martin 
(3). HR—N.Cruz (21), A.Jones (7), A.Beltre 
(6), Chirinos (3). S—Odor. SF—Chirinos.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore
U.Jimenez 52⁄3 4 1 1 4 5
Matusz W,2-1 BS,2-2 12⁄3 1 1 1 0 1
O’Day  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Guilmet 1 1 1 1 1 0
Texas
J.Saunders 6 10 2 2 1 2
Frasor 1 1 0 0 0 1
Ogando L,2-3  1⁄3 2 3 3 0 0
Cotts 0 2 2 2 0 0
Sh.Tolleson  2⁄3 1 1 1 1 1
Ross Jr. 1 1 0 0 0 0

J.Saunders pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. Cotts pitched to 2 batters in the 8th. 
HBP—by Ogando (Schoop), by Ross Jr. 
(C.Joseph). T—3:15. A—31,542 (48,114).

Diamondbacks 4, Rockies 2
Arizona     Colorado
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
GParra rf 3 0 1 1 Blckmn cf 3 0 0 0
Hill 2b 5 0 1 0 Cuddyr rf 4 0 0 0
Prado 3b 3 0 1 0 Mornea 1b 4 0 0 0
MMntr c 3 0 0 0 Tlwtzk ss 4 1 2 1
C.Ross lf 3 0 0 0 CGnzlz lf 2 0 0 0
DPerlt lf 1 1 1 0 Dickrsn lf 2 0 1 0
Evans 1b 4 1 1 1 Rosario c 4 0 2 0
Owings ss 4 1 3 2 Culersn 3b 4 0 1 0
Inciart cf 4 1 1 0 LeMahi 2b 3 1 1 1
CAndrs p 2 0 0 0 JDLRs p 2 0 0 0
EMrshl p 0 0 0 0 Barnes ph 1 0 0 0
Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 Brothrs p 0 0 0 0
ErChvz ph 1 0 0 0 Hwkns p 0 0 0 0
A.Reed p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 33 4 9 4 Totals 33 2 7 2
Arizona 000 300 010—4
Colorado 000 010 001—2

DP—Colorado 2. LOB—Arizona 7, Colo-
rado 6. 2B—Prado (10), D.Peralta (1), Ow-
ings (11), Rosario (8), Culberson (4). 3B—
Owings (3). HR—Evans (1), Owings (4), 
Tulowitzki (15), LeMahieu (2). SB—Prado 
(1). S—C.Anderson. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona
C.Anderson W,4-0 6 4 1 1 2 3
E.Marshall H,5 1 1 0 0 0 2
Ziegler H,13 1 0 0 0 0 0
A.Reed S,15-17 1 2 1 1 0 2
Colorado
J.De La Rosa L,6-4 7 7 3 3 3 0
Brothers 1 2 1 1 0 1
Hawkins 1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by J.De La Rosa (Prado). WP—
J.De La Rosa. T—3:03. A—29,682 (50,480).

Reds 8, Giants 3 
San Francisco     Cincinnati
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Pagan cf 3 1 0 0 BHmltn cf 5 2 2 0
Kontos p 0 0 0 0 Frazier 3b 2 2 1 0
Pence rf 4 1 3 1 Phillips 2b 4 1 1 2
Posey 1b 4 0 1 0 Bruce rf 4 2 2 2
Adrianz 2b 0 0 0 0 Mesorc c 4 1 1 2
Sandovl 3b 3 0 0 1 B.Pena 1b 3 0 0 1
Morse lf 4 0 0 0 Schmkr lf 4 0 1 0
HSnchz c 3 1 0 0 Cozart ss 4 0 0 0
BCrwfr ss 4 0 1 0 Bailey p 3 0 0 0
Arias 2b-1b 2 0 0 1 Hoover p 0 0 0 0
Linccm p 2 0 0 0 Lutz ph 0 0 0 0
Huff p 0 0 0 0 Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0
Blanco ph-cf 1 0 0 0 
Totals 30 3 5 3 Totals 33 8 8 7
San Francisco 111 000 000—3
Cincinnati 400 040 00x—8

E—Lincecum (1), Posey (2), H.Sanchez 
2 (3). DP—San Francisco 1. LOB—San
Francisco 4, Cincinnati 5. 2B—Pence (12),
B.Crawford (11), B.Hamilton (7), Phillips
(16), Bruce (6). HR—Pence (8), Mesoraco 
(9). SB—B.Hamilton 2 (22), Phillips (1),
Bruce (6). SF—Sandoval, Arias.
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco
Lincecum L,4-4 41⁄3 6 8 8 3 3
Huff 12⁄3 2 0 0 0 2
Kontos 2 0 0 0 1 1
Cincinnati
Bailey W,6-3 6 5 3 3 1 7
Hoover 2 0 0 0 0 1
Ondrusek 1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Bailey (H.Sanchez). T—2:57.
A—27,152 (42,319).

Marlins 1, Rays 0
Tampa Bay     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Kiermr cf 4 0 1 0 Yelich lf 2 0 0 1
Zobrist 2b 4 0 0 0 Lucas 2b 4 0 1 0
DeJess lf 4 0 1 0 Stanton rf 3 0 0 0
Longori 3b 3 0 1 0 McGeh 3b 3 0 0 0
Loney 1b 3 0 2 0 GJones 1b 3 1 1 0
Joyce rf 3 0 0 0 Ozuna cf 3 0 1 0
YEscor ss 3 0 2 0 Hchvrr ss 3 0 1 0
JMolin c 3 0 1 0 Mathis c 3 0 0 0
Archer p 2 0 0 0 HAlvrz p 3 0 1 0
DJnngs ph 1 0 0 0 
JoPerlt p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 30 0 8 0 Totals 27 1 5 1
Tampa Bay 000 000 000—0
Miami 000 010 00x—1

DP—Tampa Bay 2, Miami 3. LOB—Tampa 
Bay 3, Miami 4. 2B—Ozuna (7). 3B—Kier-
maier (1). CS—DeJesus (2), Y.Escobar (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Tampa Bay
Archer L,3-3 7 5 1 1 2 8
Jo.Peralta 1 0 0 0 0 2
Miami
H.Alvarez W,3-3 9 8 0 0 0 5

T—2:10. A—21,303 (37,442).

Twins 6, Brewers 4
Minnesota     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DSantn cf 4 1 1 0 Segura ss 4 1 2 0
A.Hicks cf 0 0 0 0 Gennett 2b 3 0 1 0
Dozier 2b 3 2 3 2 Lucroy ph 1 0 0 0
Mauer 1b 3 1 1 0 Braun rf 4 0 1 2
Wlngh lf 4 1 1 3 CGomz cf 5 1 1 0
Arcia rf 4 0 0 0 KDavis lf 3 1 1 0
Plouffe 3b 4 1 1 0 MrRynl 3b 3 0 0 0
Pinto c 4 0 1 1 Overay 1b 2 0 1 1
EEscor ss 4 0 0 0 Maldnd c 4 0 1 1
Deduno p 2 0 0 0 Gallard p 2 0 0 0
Guerrir p 0 0 0 0 Thrnrg p 0 0 0 0
Kubel ph 1 0 0 0 LSchfr ph 0 0 0 0
Burton p 0 0 0 0 Kintzlr p 0 0 0 0
Fien p 0 0 0 0 FrRdrg p 0 0 0 0
Parmel ph 1 0 0 0 RWeks ph 0 1 0 0
Perkins p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 34 6 8 6 Totals 31 4 8 4
Minnesota 013 020 000—6
Milwaukee 100 100 011—4

E—Gennett (4). DP—Minnesota 3. 
LOB—Minnesota 3, Milwaukee 9. 2B—
C.Gomez (16). HR—Dozier (12), Willing-
ham (4). SB—Segura (11). SF—Braun. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Deduno W,2-3 5 6 2 2 4 2
Guerrier 1 0 0 0 1 1
Burton 1 0 0 0 1 2
Fien 1 2 1 1 0 0
Perkins S,15-17 1 0 1 1 2 1
Milwaukee
Gallardo L,3-4 5 8 6 6 1 6
Thornburg 2 0 0 0 1 1
Kintzler 1 0 0 0 0 0
Fr.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Gallardo. T—3:18. A—25,634
(41,900).

Astros 7, Angels 2
Los Angeles     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Calhon rf 5 0 1 0 Fowler cf 3 1 2 0
Trout cf 1 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 5 0 1 0
Cowgill cf 3 1 1 1 Springr rf 3 1 0 0
Pujols 1b 4 0 1 0 JCastro c 4 1 1 2
JHmltn lf 3 1 1 1 MDmn 3b 3 1 2 0
HKndrc 2b 4 0 0 0 Singltn 1b 3 1 1 2
Ibanez dh 3 0 0 0 Carter dh 4 1 2 1
Cron ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Grssmn lf 4 0 1 2
Freese 3b 3 0 1 0 Villar ss 2 1 0 0
Iannett c 4 0 0 0 MGnzlz ss 0 0 0 0
Aybar ss 3 0 0 0 
Totals 34 2 5 2 Totals 31 7 10 7
Los Angeles 000 000 020—2
Houston 005 000 02x—7

E—Singleton 2 (2). DP—Los Angeles 3. 
LOB—Los Angeles 8, Houston 8. 2B—Cal-
houn (7), Fowler (7). HR—Cowgill (4), 
J.Hamilton (3), Singleton (1), Carter (9). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
C.Wilson L,6-5 22⁄3 6 5 5 5 4
Morin 11⁄3 1 0 0 0 0
Salas 1 1 0 0 0 2
Bedrosian 1 0 0 0 0 1
Jepsen 1 0 0 0 1 1
Shoemaker 1 2 2 2 1 2
Houston
McHugh W,4-3 5 2 0 0 2 4
D.Downs 1 0 0 0 0 1
Fields 12⁄3 1 1 1 0 3
Sipp 0 1 1 1 0 0
Farnsworth H,3  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Qualls 1 1 0 0 0 0

Sipp pitched to 2 batters in the 8th. 
HBP—by Shoemaker (Villar), by McHugh
(Freese). WP—Shoemaker. T—3:31. A—
23,219 (42,060).
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MIAMI — Marlins pitcher 
Henderson Alvarez heard a team-
mate yell and realized he had been 
caught by surprise. Desperate for 
a run, the Tampa Bay Rays were 
attempting a delayed steal.

So he wheeled toward second 
base and threw yet another strike.

The right-hander had good com-
mand all night long, needing only 
88 pitches to toss an eight-hitter for 
his third shutout this year. He beat 
Tampa Bay 1-0 on Tuesday, send-
ing the reeling Rays home after a 
winless eight-game trip.

“Henderson took that game 
over,” Miami manager Mike 
Redmond said. “That was fun to 
watch.”

The only run scored when 
Christian Yelich walked on a 3-2 
slider with two out and the bases 
loaded in the fifth inning.

Alvarez (3-3) struck out five 
and walked none in his third con-
secutive scoreless outing, a stretch 
covering 19 innings. He retired 
his last five batters to close out the 
win in 2 hours, 10 minutes.

“My sinker was working, and 
thankfully the batters were swing-
ing early,” Alvarez said through a 
translator. “That determines the 

brevity of the game. I was attack-
ing the strike zone, and they were 
attacking as well.”

Alvarez’s three shutouts lead 
the majors. He had been 0-5 in 
five previous career starts against 
the Rays, but this time he faced a 
team in a miserable slump.

Kevin Kiermaier had the Rays’ 
only extra-base hit when he tripled 
with two out in the third. They 
went 0-for-3 with runners in scor-
ing position and are hitless in their 
past 22 at-bats in those situations.  

“We’re just not able to find 
that hole,” Evan Longoria said. 
“We just have to keep going, keep 
fighting, stay positive through the 
tough times.”

The Rays’ eight-game losing 
streak is their longest since 2009. 
They’ve lost 10 straight road games 
while being outscored 52-19.

Tampa Bay hit into three double 
plays — one on a sacrifice attempt 
— and had two runners caught 
stealing, including Yunel Esco-
bar on the delayed steal attempt 
in the fifth. He singled with one 
out and took off for second when 
Alvarez had the ball on the mound 
before the next batter stepped to 
the plate, prompting catcher Jeff 
Mathis to holler at his pitcher.

“Escobar caught me by sur-
prise,” Alvarez said. “What alert-
ed me was Mathis’ scream. An 
easy out. A gift.”

Chris Archer (3-3) allowed only 
five hits in seven innings, but Rays 
starters remained winless in the 
past 16 games, mostly because of 
poor run support.

Mariners 7, Braves 5: John 
Buck had three hits, including a 
two-run homer in the seventh in-
ning that gave visiting Seattle the 
lead, as it rallied to beat Atlanta 
for its fourth straight win.

The Braves led 4-0 in the first 
inning and 5-2 in the second 
before falling to the Mariners’ 
comeback.

  White Sox 4, Dodgers 1: Jose 
Abreu homered for the second 
straight game and Tyler Flowers 
also went deep to lead visiting Chi-
cago over Los Angeles.

Yasiel Puig went 2-for-4 with 
a double for the Dodgers on the 
one-year anniversary of his major 
league debut. 

Twins 6, Brewers 4: Josh Will-
ingham hit a three-run homer and 

Minnesota won a game delayed
by a fans fall into Milwaukee’s
bullpen.

 Willingham connected in the 
third off Yovani Gallardo (3-4)
for a 4-1 lead. Samuel Deduno (2-
3) got the win and Glen Perkins
earned his 15th save.

Royals 8, Cardinals 7: Eric
Hosmer hit a tiebreaking single
off closer Trevor Rosenthal in the
ninth inning and visiting Kansas
City earned its second straight
road victory over St. Louis in the
four-game, two-city series. 
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CLEVELAND — Cleveland In-
dians manager Terry Francona 
likes to talk about grind-it-out 
wins. Tuesday night’s 5-3 victory 
over the Boston Red Sox fit that 
category perfectly.

Michael Bourn’s two-run double 
in the seventh inning snapped a 3-
all tie and extended Cleveland’s 
winning streak to a season-high 
five straight games.

The Indians scored three runs 
on five straight hits in the first off 
Jake Peavy, but couldn’t add to 
the lead and the Red Sox tied the 
game in the seventh. The deadlock 
didn’t last long.

“We played a good game,” Fran-
cona said. “I thought we had to. 
We strung together a number of 
hits (in the first), then you’re kind 
of hanging on for dear life. When 
they tied it, we came back.”

Cleveland (29-30) can get back 
to .500 for the first time since April 
24 if it can complete a three-game 
sweep Wednesday. The Indians 
have made up six games in the AL 
Central standings since May 18 
and trail first-place Detroit by 4 ½ 
games.

Francona always stresses to his 

players to take things one day at a 
time.

“That’s the only way you can 
dig yourself out of a hole,” he said. 
“It can look so daunting when you 
look too far in advance, but when 
you take care of what you’re sup-
posed to do that day, all of a sud-
den things can mount in a good 
way.”

 Nick Hagadone (1-0) struck out 
three in 1 1⁄3 innings. Cody Allen 
recorded the final four outs for his 
fifth save, striking out former In-
dians All-Star Grady Sizemore  to 
end the game.

 Peavy (1-3) allowed five runs 
in 6 1⁄3 innings. The right-hander, 
who hasn’t won since April 25, 
gave up three runs in the first, but 
held the Indians scoreless until 
the seventh.  

Astros 7, Angels 2: Jon Single-
ton homered in his major league 
debut as Houston beat visiting Los 
Angeles.

Jason Castro and Robbie Gross-
man drove in two runs apiece as 
the Astros took the lead with a 
five-run third inning.

Orioles 8, Rangers 3: Nelson 
Cruz hit a towering three-run 
homer in his return to Texas, cap-

ping a six-run eighth inning, as 
visiting Baltimore won its third 
straight game. 

Athletics 5, Yankees 2: Bran-
don Moss hit his second homer of 
the game leading off the 10th in-
ning, and visiting Oakland rallied 
for the road win over New York. 

Blue Jays 5, Tigers 3: Brett 
Lawrie’s three-run homer high-
lighted a big burst in the ninth 
innig as Toronto beat host Detroit.  

J.D. Martinez hit a three-run 
homer with two outs in the ninth 
for the Tigers. Casey Janssen 
came on and struck out Don Kelly 
for his ninth save in 10 chances. 

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Jay Bruce 
hadn’t driven in a run in more 
than a month. He finally got a no-
table RBI and kept Cincinnati’s 
winning streak going.

Bruce drove in a pair of runs 
and Devin Mesoraco hit a two-
run homer Tuesday night, leading 
the Reds to a season-high fourth 
straight win, an 8-3 victory over 
the sloppy San Francisco Giants.

Mesoraco hit his ninth homer 
off Tim Lincecum (4-5), who has 
beaten the Reds during the play-
offs but never during the regular 
season. Bruce, who spent time on 
the disabled list following surgery 
for torn knee cartilage, knocked in 
his first run since April 25.

The Reds’ biggest shortcoming 
has been their inability to drive in 
runners. With Bruce back, they’ve 
got a chance to fix the problem.

“It was nice seeing him do what 
he does,” manager Bryan Price 
said. “It was really good to see 
him get a couple of hits.”

Homer Bailey (6-3) went six in-
nings in his first game against the 
Giants since his no-hitter against 
them last July 2 at Great Ameri-
can Ball Park. The right-hander 
gave up three runs and five hits, 

including Hunter Pence’s homer,
double and single.

“We scored early,” Bailey said.
“They hit some balls and got some 
men on base, but I was able to
limit the damage and I found a 
groove.”

 Pirates 4, Padres 1: Pedro Al-
varez and Neil Walker hit home 
runs to back Gerrit Cole’s solid 
outing as visiting Pittsburgh de-
feated San Diego.

Cole (6-3) limited the Padres
to one run and four hits  in 5 2⁄3 in-
nings as the Pirates went to 6-1 in
his last seven starts.

 Nationals 7, Phillies 0: Jordan
Zimmermann rebounded from a
mini-slump to throw eight crisp
innings for host Washington and
Ryan Zimmerman hit a pair of 
doubles and handled two chances
with aplomb in his debut in left
field in a win over Philadelphia. 

Cubs 2, Mets 1: Chris Coghlan
homered in the eighth and Nate
Schierholtz hit a game-ending
RBI single as host Chicago got by 
New York.

 Diamondbacks 4, Rockies 2:
Nick Evans and Chris Owings hit
back-to-back homers for visiting
Arizona and rookie Chase Ander-
son won his fourth straight start in 
beating Colorado. 

Marlins extend 
Rays’ skid to 8

LYNNE SLADKY/AP 

The Tampa Bay Rays’ David DeJesus, right, is tagged out by Miami Marlins second baseman Ed Lucas 
while attempting to steal second during the fourth inning of the Marlins’ 1-0 victory Tuesday in Miami.

TONY DEJAK/AP 

The Cleveland Indians’ Michael 
Bourn watches the ball after 
hitting a two-run double during 
the seventh inning of Tuesday’s 
5-3 victory over the Red Sox in 
Cleveland.

Indians top Red Sox 
for 5th straight win

Mesoraco, Bruce power 
Reds to win over Giants

AL roundup
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NEW YORK — California 
Chrome became the 3-5 early 
favorite on Wednesday to win 
the Belmont Stakes and become 
American horse racing’s 12th 
Triple Crown champion.

The Kentucky Derby and Preak-
ness Stakes winner will break 
from the No. 2 post under Victor 
Espinoza on Saturday at Belmont 
Park. Eleven Belmont winners 
have come out of that post, the last 
being Tabasco Cat in 1994.

California Chrome will be list-
ed No. 2 in the betting program, 
the same number as 1973 Triple 
Crown winner Secretariat, who 
won the Belmont by a record 
31 lengths while setting a track 
record for the 1 ½-mile (2,400-
meter) race that still stands.

Wicked Strong was the 6-1 sec-
ond choice and drew post No. 9. 
The colt finished fourth after an 
unlucky trip in the Derby, sat out 
the Preakness, and comes into 
the Belmont off a five-week rest.

Tonalist was made the third 
betting choice at 8-1 odds and will 
break from the No. 11 post. The 
colt has experience on the track, 
having won the Peter Pan Stakes, 
although he is new to the Triple 
Crown trail.

Ride On Curlin, the 12-1 fourth 
choice, and 20-1 shot General a 
Rod are the only other horses be-
sides California Chrome who will 
have run in all three legs of the 
Triple Crown.

Eleven horses were entered 
to take on California Chrome in 
his bid to win the Triple Crown 
for the first time since Affirmed 
swept the Derby, Preakness and 
Belmont in 1978.

Florida sweeps Alabama 
to win softball title

OKLAHOMA CITY — Kirsti 

Merritt hit a 3-run homer, and 
Florida defeated Alabama 6-3 
on Tuesday night to win its first 
NCAA softball championship.

The Gators (55-12) swept the 
championship series 2-0.

Jackie Traina, one of the na-
tion’s best pitchers, gave up five 
runs in 1 1/3 innings before getting 
pulled for Alabama (53-13).

Marino withdraws from 
concussion lawsuit

MIAMI — Hall of Fame quar-
terback Dan Marino says he in-
advertently became a plaintiff 
in a concussion lawsuit against 
the NFL and is withdrawing 
immediately.

Marino said he doesn’t suffer 
any effects from head injuries.

“Within the last year I autho-
rized a claim to be filed on my be-
half, just in case I needed future 
medical coverage to protect me 
and my family in the event I later 
suffered from the effects of head 
trauma,” Marino said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “I did not realize 
I would be automatically listed 
as a plaintiff. ... I have made the 
decision it is not necessary for me 
to be part of any claims or this 
lawsuit, and therefore I am with-
drawing as a plaintiff.”

Marino’s withdrawal costs the 
litigants a high-profile plaintiff. 
He was by far the best-known of 
15 former players who filed a law-
suit in federal court in Philadel-
phia last week.

They joined more than 4,800 
others who allege the NFL misled 
players about the long-term dan-
gers of concussions. The league 
has denied those allegations.

 The NFL and the original 
group of players agreed on a $765 
million settlement last August, 
but that deal was rejected by a 
federal judge in January.

Marino retired as the most pro-

lific passer in NFL history.
He worked as an analyst for 

CBS from 2002 to 2013 but wasn’t 
retained for this season. He has 
had recent discussions with the 
Dolphins about a role in their 
front office, and a lawsuit might 
have complicated such a hiring.

Tide trustees approve 
Saban’s $55.2M deal

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Ala-
bama coach Nick Saban is a mere 
bonus or two from knocking 
down another salary barrier and 
becoming the $7 million man.

A unanimous vote by the Ala-
bama system trustees’ compen-
sation committee Tuesday made 
Saban’s new 8-year, $55.2 million 
deal official.

The 62-year-old Saban will 
make $6.5 million in base pay 
and what the university describes 
as a “talent fee” plus a $400,000 
completion bonus for each year 
and other incentives.

It’s a seven-figure raise over 
the eight-year contract worth 
about $5.6 million annually he re-
ceived in March 2012. 

Wizards give Wittman 
contract extension

WASHINGTON — Wizards 
coach Randy Wittman signed a 
contract extension Tuesday after 
leading the team to the playoffs 
for the first time since 2008.

With its young backcourt of 
John Wall and Bradley Beal, 
Washington beat the Chicago 
Bulls in the first round before los-
ing to the Indiana Pacers in the 
Eastern Conference semifinals. 
The Wizards hadn’t won a post-
season series since 2005.

Wittman was promoted to head 
coach when Flip Saunders was 
fired in January 2012.

BY CHRIS LEHOURITES

The Associated Press

PARIS — Andrea Petkovic 
and Simona Halep completed the 
French Open semifinal pairings 
with straight-set wins Wednes-
day, and one of them will be in 
a Grand Slam final for the first 
time.

Petkovic, a 28th-seeded Ger-
man, beat 2012 French Open run-
ner-up Sara Errani of Italy 6-2, 
6-2. The fourth-seeded Halep 
defeated 2009 champion Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, also 6-2, 6-2.

Neither Petkovic nor Halep has 
ever played in the semifinals of a 
Grand Slam tournament. But they 
will meet on Thursday with a spot 
in the final against either Maria 
Sharapova or Eugenie Bouchard 
on the line.

Later Wednesday, eight-time 
champion Rafael Nadal faced 
2013 runner-up David Ferrer, 
while Andy Murray played Gael 
Monfils.

Monfils is trying to become the 
first Frenchman to win the title 
at Roland Garros since Yannick 
Noah in 1983.

Petkovic was first to complete 
her match on a wet day at Roland 
Garros. And although she had 
some trouble holding serve, her 
groundstrokes consistently land-
ed near the lines, many of them 
for winners.

The match on Court Philippe 
Chatrier, the main stadium at 
Roland Garros, started under 
overcast skies after a three-hour 
delay. With Errani leading 2-1 
but facing a break point, the rain 
returned.

Play continued despite the con-
ditions and Petkovic broke with 
a forehand winner on her second 
break opportunity.

The drizzle continued until the 
changeover with Petkovic lead-
ing 5-2. By the time the second 

set started, the sun was out.
Although Petkovic was broken

to open each set, she won the final
six games of the first set, and the
final four games of the second.

Petkovic had been 0-3 in major 
quarterfinals, losing at that stage
at the Australian Open, French 
Open and U.S. Open in 2011. Her
ranking dropped after that, as 
low as 177th last year, because of
a right knee injury.

Errani was the runner-up at 
Roland Garros in 2012, losing to 
Maria Sharapova. Last year, the
10th-seeded Italian reached the
semifinals and lost to eventual
champion Serena Williams.

Halep, the highest-seeded play-
er remaining in the draw, lost in 
the quarterfinals at the Austra-
lian Open in January, her best 
previous performance at a Grand
Slam tournament.

However, the Romanian has
moved quickly up the rankings
over the last year. In the last 13
months, she has won seven titles, 
second only to Serena Williams. 
But Halep is the only player to 
have won titles on clay, grass and
hard courts during that stretch.
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Exercise rider Willie Delgado takes California Chrome around a turn on a second lap during a workout 
Wednesday at Belmont Park in Elmont, N.Y. The Belmont Stakes race is on Saturday.

Chrome made 3-5 favorite

Petkovic, Halep
into women’s semis

Wednesday
At Stade Roland Garros

Paris
Purse: $34.12 million (Grand Slam)

Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles
Women

Quarterfinals
Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Svet-

lana Kuznetsova (27), Russia, 6-2, 6-2.
Andrea Petkovic (28), Germany, def.

Sara Errani (10), Italy, 6-2, 6-2.
Mixed Doubles

Semifinals
Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, def. Yaro-
slava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, and Bruno 
Soares (3), Brazil, 3-6, 7-6 (4), 10-5.

Julia Goerges, Germany, and Nenad 
Zimonjic (8), Serbia, def. Timea Babos,
Hungary, and Eric Butorac, United States, 
6-2, 6-2.

Scoreboard

DARKO VOJINOVIC/AP

Andrea Petkovic kisses her racket Wednesday after defeating Italy’s 
Sara Errani during their quarterfinal match in Paris. Petkovic won 6-
2, 6-2 to advance to her first semifinal in a Grand Slam.
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of fortitude. If I can compliment my own 
team humbly, to have that tough loss, espe-
cially the Game 6 and not have a pity party 
and come back this year and get back to 
the same position, I think that’s fortitude.”

It’s the league’s first Finals rematch 
since Chicago and Utah played in 1997 and 
1998.

The teams have actually played three 
times since last season’s classic series 
ended, twice in the regular season, another 
being a preseason meeting in Miami where 
the Spurs acknowledged that the pain of 
losing Game 7 on that floor was still real.

Then again, it’s almost like they wanted 
to feel that hurt at times. Popovich showed 
the Spurs clips of Games 6 and 7 early in 
training camp this season, not so much to 
open old wounds but rather speed up the 
healing process.

“We were just trying to put it away, just 
get over that part of it, learn from it, and 
move forward from there,” said Duncan, a 
champion in 1999, 2003, 2005 and 2007.

Move forward, they did.
San Antonio won 62 games in the regu-

lar season, the best record in the league. 
One of those wins was a 24-point romp 
over Miami, on the same floor where this 
series will start on Thursday.

The Heat know what wanting revenge 
feels like. They lost the 2011 NBA Finals 
to Dallas, then opened the following season 
on the Mavericks’ floor and simply blew 
them away.

Heat forward Chris Bosh called it “extra 
motivation” for the Spurs.

“It’s just something that we have to deal 
with, and we know that they’re going to 
be very passionate, and they’re going to 

play some good basketball,” Bosh said. “So 
whoever we play, we just have to continue 
to keep our approach the same and play 
good basketball.”

While the Spurs were punching their 
ticket by ousting Oklahoma City from the 

West finals on Saturday night, the Heat 
were getting a day off. James was taking 
his kids to see X-Men. James Jones went 
to a home-improvement store for some 
supplies. Bosh insisted he was going to do 
as little as possible, and Heat coach Erik 

Spoelstra didn’t summon his team to prac-
tice again until Monday.

By then, James was locked in on the
Spurs.

“It hasn’t really hit us that much yet be-
cause I think we’re in it,” James said Fri-
day night after Miami beat Indiana and
clinched its fourth consecutive East cham-
pionship. “I think it will once we’re done
and we’re able to look back at what we were
able to accomplish as players, as a fran-
chise. I think that’s when it will really hit
us. We definitely don’t take it for granted to
be in this position.”

So for the next few days, all the highlights 
of last year’s Finals will be played over and
over again.

The shot by Tony Parker — who missed 
the second half of Saturday night’s game
with a left ankle injury — to win Game 1 
in Miami for the Spurs. James’ twirl-on-
the-rim dunk as the Heat pulled away in
Game 2. San Antonio sharpshooter Danny
Green’s Finals-record three-point display. 
Bosh’s rebound that led to Ray Allen’s shot
that saved Miami’s season in Game 6. The
yellow rope, the precursor to a Spurs cel-
ebration that never happened.

All made for an epic series.
The encore could be even better.
“Obviously we are very happy and

pleased with the season we have had so
far, but we are not by any means satisfied,”
Green said. “We know we have a lot of
work to do against a very good team. There
is a reason why they’re back there and are 
two-time champs. We have our work cut
out for us, but we are happy with going 
back — just not satisfied.”

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Spurs coach Gregg Popovich said talk about his team’s dislike for 
any particular player or team was “silly.”

Spurs refute claims team 
dislikes reigning champs

‘ They don’t like us. They don’t. 
I can sense it from Timmy’s 
comments over the last couple 
of days. They want us, so they 
got us. ’

LeBron James
Miami Heat forward

BY RAUL DOMINGUEZ

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — LeBron James has it all wrong. 
Gregg Popovich is a people person.

“I like everybody,” the San Antonio Spurs coach 
said in response to James’ comments that the Spurs 
don’t like the Miami Heat.

Immediately after San Antonio beat Oklahoma 
City in Game 6 of the Western Conference finals to 
set up the NBA Finals rematch with the Heat that 
begins on Thursday, Tim Duncan said, “We’ve got 
four more to win. We’ll do it this time.”

The Spurs nearly did it last year, but coughed up a 
five-point lead in the final half-minute of regulation 
of Game 6 before losing Game 7. The agony of that 
loss, San Antonio’s first in five trips to the finals, led 
James to surmise that the Spurs aren’t very fond of 
the Heat.

“They don’t like us. They don’t,” James said on 
Monday in Miami. “I can sense it from Timmy’s 
comments over the last couple of days. They want 
us, so they got us.”

The Spurs, whose demeanor and remarks are nor-
mally as plain as sandwich bread, were a bit taken 
aback by James’ reaction.

“Knowing Timmy, that’s not trash talking,” San 
Antonio’s Tony Parker said. “I don’t think he meant 
it like that. But obviously, we are very motivated and 
we want to get it done.”

Spurs guard Manu Ginobili said the comment was 
taken completely out of context and “not a big deal 
at all.” He and Parker both said the Spurs have great 
respect for what the Heat have accomplished, hav-
ing never made it to consecutive NBA Finals until 

this season.
San Antonio did so after a rugged postseason run

in the Western Conference, escaping a seven-game 
series with Dallas before closing out Portland in five 
games, and Oklahoma City in six.

“Every time you play a team in the playoffs, you 
don’t like them,” Ginobili said. “That grows on you.
It’s such a challenge, you want to beat them so bad
that you start to grow that challenge of you don’t
want the opponent to score on me, you don’t want 
them to do good. You want to do everything you can 
to limit them. In some ways it’s sort of dislike, but
the same happened to me against Dallas and against
Portland and against Oklahoma City. It’s part of 
what the playoffs are about.”

So any talk of dislike for a particular player or 
team was met with a glare.

“Are you really going to ask that?” Popovich said. 
“So somebody will say, ‘I don’t like him’ and the
other guy, ‘So and so said they don’t like you.’ ‘Well,
I don’t like him either.’ Come on, this is silly.”

Rematch: Spurs, Heat league’s first repeat finalists since 1997-98

AL DIAZ, MIAMI HERALD/MCT

The Heat’s Chris Bosh catches a pass in the low post and is immediately swarmed by 
Spurs defenders in Game 7 of the 2013 NBA FInals. Bosh said the Heat’s Finals will 
serve as extra motivation for the Spurs in this year’s Finals, beginning Thursday.
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Bosh started the play that saved Miami’s season last year in 
Game 6, grabbing an offensive rebound to set up Ray Allen’s 
tying three-pointer. He then went scoreless in Game 7, but 
showed he could hurt the Spurs offensively with a pair of 24-
point outings this season. Duncan, who had 23 on 9-for-13 
shooting in both games, gets another crack at a fifth ring after 
a pair of misses from close range in the final minute helped 
doom the Spurs in Game 7 last year.

Edge:
Spurs

CENTER:
Tim Duncan
vs. Chris Bosh

A position-by-position look at the matchups for the San Antonio Spurs vs. Miami Heat:

NBA FINALS

Leonard goes from Kevin Durant in the West finals to James, the MVP of 
the past two NBA Finals. James had 37 points and 12 rebounds last year 
in Game 7, while Leonard was perhaps the Spurs’ best player that night 
with 19 points and 16 boards. He forced James to shoot 6-for-18 in the 
Spurs’ March 6 victory, but James won’t be wearing the sleeved jerseys 
that he said affected him then.

SMALL FORWARD: LeBron James vs. Kawhi Leonard

Edge: Heat

Splitter had to go to the bench 
when the Spurs went small in 
the conference finals and Lewis 
got to start when the Heat did 
the same in their series, so it’s 
unclear what the teams will do 
now. Diaw, who had 26 points 
in the finale of the Western 
Conference finals and averaged 
15.5 against the Heat this sea-
son, might be the best option. 
Lewis hit nine three-pointers 
over the final two games of the 
East finals, so the Heat may 
want to stick with the hot hand.

Green was headed for an NBA 
Finals MVP award through 
five games last year, when he 
set the Finals record with 25 
three-pointers, but he was only 
2-for-11 behind the arc over the 
final two. Wade is showing the 

benefits of a schedule that 
featured plenty of rest for his 
sore knees during the regular 
season and is averaging 18.7 
points on 52 percent shoot-
ing in the postseason after 
he had struggled leading 
into this round last year.

Ginobili is healthier and Mills is much im-
proved off what appears to be a far stronger 
bench than San Antonio brought to the 
NBA Finals last year. Allen has had a strong 
postseason and Anderson hit all four shots 
in Game 6 against Indiana after missing the 
previous two games with a thigh injury.

The rare criticism Popovich was hearing for the lineup he had on the floor at
the end of the Game 6 loss to the Heat last year has been forgotten. He won
the Coach of the Year award for leading the Spurs to the NBA’s best record,
and remains considered the league’s best coach. But Spoelstra will be within
one title of him if he wins this series and always seems to make the right 
move for his team, from managing Wade’s health to going small with Lewis 
against the Pacers.

SHOOTING GUARD: 
Danny Green vs. Dwyane Wade

Edge:
Heat

Edge:
Spurs

POINT GUARD: 
Tony Parker vs.
Mario Chalmers

Edge: Spurs

COACHES: Gregg Popovich vs. Erik Spoelstra

RESERVES: Manu Ginobili, 
Patty Mills  and company  vs. 
Ray Allen, Chris Andersen,  Shane Battier 
and company 

Edge: Spurs

POWER FORWARD:
Tiago Splitter/Matt 
Bonner/Boris Diaw
vs. Rashard Lewis

Edge: Spurs

Parker missed the second 
half of San Antonio’s Game 
6 clincher in the West finals 
with left ankle soreness, and 
the Spurs will need their All-
Star to heal up before Thurs-
day. Parker said Tuesday he 
plans to play. If so, the Spurs 
are back to having a clear ad-
vantage at the position after 
having to face Damian Lillard 
and Russell Westbrook in 
the past two rounds. Parker 
is averaging a team-leading 
17.2 points and 4.9 assists 
this postseason
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BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — For the Miami Heat, it’s all 
about June.

July can wait.
Four years ago, when LeBron James ut-

tered the now-infamous phrase — “not two,
not three, not four, not five ...” — about how
many championships he hoped to win with 
the Heat, it was almost immediately turned 
into a punch line. It rings prophetic in some
ways, with the Heat back in the NBA Fi-
nals for a fourth consecutive season.

How the Heat fare in their NBA Finals
rematch with the San Antonio Spurs might
dictate what happens in July, when James, 
Chris Bosh and Dwyane Wade can be-
come free agents if they choose. A loom-
ing offseason of decisions has been a taboo
subject for the Heat “Big 3” this season,
and Wade insisted on 
Monday that Miami’s 
stars have not said 
a word to each other 
about what may or 
may not happen.

“I’m not lying,” 
Wade said.

Still, as long as 
Miami keeps winning, 
it seems logical its Big 
3 will stay together.

“I want to come 
back. That’s OK to 
say,” Bosh said after the Heat finished 
their first workout in preparation for the 
NBA Finals, which begin on Thursday in
San Antonio. “I can’t speak for anything
else and I don’t want to take away from 
the subject at hand, but I like it here. It’s
Miami. Enough said. People are dying to 
get here.”

Regardless of the outcome of this Heat-
Spurs series, there will be changes to the 
Heat, which is an annual rite for just about
every team. James, Wade and Bosh can all
opt out of their current deals. Shane Bat-
tier is retiring, Ray Allen may think about
doing the same, while Mario Chalmers, 
James Jones and Rashard Lewis are no-
table free-agents-in-waiting.

Winning a third straight title could make 
some of those stay-or-go decisions pretty
simple. And Wade believes Miami’s legacy
has been secured.

“Whenever it’s all said and done, the
legacy of this team, it’s going to be a great
team,” Wade said. 

Given that, it’s easy to see why so much
attention gets paid to how long this team
can stay together.

 James said he wasn’t going to  worry
about what impact the result of this series
will have on the Heat’s legacy .

“No, because I live in the moment,”
James said. “It’s almost the same with my
individual accomplishments. I never really
understand them. The only time I’ll be able
to appreciate it is when I’m done playing
the game.” 

BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

When last season’s NBA Finals 
ended, San Antonio coach Gregg 
Popovich was all smiles.

For a few minutes, that is.
Popovich’s first order of business after the 

season’s final buzzer sounded in Miami was to 
go and embrace Erik Spoelstra, LeBron James 
and Dwyane Wade, giving everyone hearty 
hugs and offering genuine words of congratula-
tions after the Heat topped his Spurs in Game 
7 of one of the most dramatic, thrilling champi-
onship series in league history.

The pain of losing started setting in later, and 
lasted for months. But now, the dream scenario 
for San Antonio has arrived.

Starting Thursday, the Spurs get a rematch 
in the NBA Finals against the only team to 
ever beat them in a championship series. San 
Antonio will be holding home-court advan-
tage, so if another Game 7 awaits, the Spurs 
will have the decided edge this time around. If 
that wasn’t enough, the Spurs even got basically 
five full days between games to get healthy and 
prepare.

It is, without question, everything the Spurs 
could have wanted.

“We know what we’re going against,” said 
Spurs guard Tony Parker, who added that he 
has great respect for what the Heat have done 
in this four-year run. “It’s a great challenge.”

There are so many things that would seem 
like a distinct San Antonio advantage .

First, while everyone’s better at home, the 
Spurs dominate in San Antonio, winning 103 
times in their last 123 games there. Over the 
past four seasons, the Spurs are also 25-5 when 
having three or more days between games.

Maybe most importantly, having nearly a 
week between the end of the Western Confer-
ence finals and the start of the NBA Finals 
gives Parker plenty of time to get his ailing left 
ankle ready to go for Game 1.

“I’ll do my best,” said Parker, who didn’t 
practice Tuesday but is hoping to play in the se-
ries opener, as the Heat expect he will.

This is San Antonio’s sixth trip to the NBA 
Finals. The Spurs won it all in 1999, 2003, 2005 
and 2007, the last title in that run coming when 
San Antonio swept a Cleveland team that fea-
tured a young LeBron James .

James is no NBA Finals apprentice anymore. 
He’s been to the title round three times since, 
winning the last two. And James is quick to 
point out that the Spurs aren’t the only team fu-
eled by hunger in this championship round.

“Both teams have motivating factors,” James 
said. “They have a motivating factor. We have 
our own.”

 And while there were plenty of teams that 
looked like contenders this season, neither club 
was surprised that the end result is the first 
NBA Finals rematch since 1998.

 In other words, maybe Spurs-Heat II was 
meant to be.

“It was,” Miami’s Ray Allen said.
Associated Press Writer Raul Dominguez in San 
Antonio contributed to this story.

Offseason
of change
may loom
for Miami

Bosh

103
Number of times the Spurs 
have won in their past 123 

games at home.

By the numbers

SOURCE: The Associated Press

25-5
The Spurs’ record when 
they have three or more 
days between games.

6
Number of times the Spurs 
have appeared in the title 
series, including this year.

San Antonio has home-court advantage in rematch

Spurs in prime position
JOE CAVARETTA, SUN SENTINEL/MCT

The Miami Heat had their fans behind them for Game 7 last year and claimed their second straight NBA championship with a 95-
88 victory over San Antonio in Miami. If it goes seven games this year, however, Game 7 will be in San Antonio.

Finals
Miami vs. San Antonio

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Thursday: at San Antonio
Sunday: at San Antonio
Tuesday: at Miami
Thursday, June 12: at Miami
x-Sunday, June 15: at San Antonio
x-Tuesday, June 17: at Miami
x-Friday, June 20: at San Antonio
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BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI 

Over the past 10 seasons, 
only one NBA player has 
been part of more wins 
than LeBron James.

His name is Tim Duncan.
Their numbers over that de-

cade are incredibly similar. 
Duncan has appeared in 622 
regular-season and playoff vic-
tories, James has played in 621. 
Duncan is shooting 50.2 percent 
from the field, James is shooting 
50 percent. Duncan has won two 
championships with San Antonio 
during this 10-season stretch, 
James has two with Miami.

Plus, 
when facing 
one another 
in the NBA 
Finals, both 
has won one, 
lost one.

Here 
comes the 
tiebreaker 
— a Finals 
rematch that 

will have high expectations.
Miami and San Antonio are the 

league’s last two teams standing 
for the second consecutive year, 
their next chapter starting on 
the Spurs’ home floor Thursday 
night. The Heat won a wild se-
ries last season for their second 
straight championship, needing 
a frantic rally to avoid elimina-
tion in Game 6 and then riding 
the strength of a 37-point, 12-re-
bound effort from James to top 
the Spurs in Game 7.

“I think our guys, they actu-
ally grew from the loss last year,” 
Spurs coach Gregg Popovich said. 
“I call it fortitude. I think they 
showed an unbelievable amount
SEE REMATCH ON PAGE 37

Game 1
Miami

at San Antonio
3 a.m. Friday, 
CET; 10 a.m.
Friday, JKT
AFN-Sports

Tim Duncan 
SUE OGROCKI/AP

LeBron James
LYNNE SLADKY/AP

NBA FINALS

Ready for the rematch
Duncan, James 

out to break 
their titles tie
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